
Mo~re Meteorites Said 
Likely • 

1n Harleton Area 
Amateur Expert Here to Negotiate 
For Object to Assist in Stu,dies 

f.irst in East 'I'exas si.nce one was 
located in Plantersville in 1930, 

Mr. Monnig ai.d. '!'here have 
been no reported recove,ries of 

By CLYDE FOSTER \past have almost alwa:s been in meteori tes in this s~ction_ of the 
Residents of the Harleton area more than a single piece," l\Ir. state for old meteorites smce the 

were mged Thursday to keep on Monnig said. "And !Jhere are appearance of one ~hanges within 
the lookout for additional portions1strong indications that !Jhere are ~h relati vely short ~tme / 0 m;tc~ 
of the meteorite which fell on a ladditional fragments of va.ryingiTe· ap~ara~ce_ 0k n;,_'.vel\I a~ 

. • • tJ H .1 t . t th· , exas u on 01 e 1 oc s, .vm. , onrug fa.rm in that area Tuesday rught. size m 1e a1 e on a1 ea a 1s ·a 
l' " Sal • 

Oscar E. Monning, Fon Worth[ lffie. ''There have been hundreds of 
department store executive who .VALUE LIMITED old meteorites found in Texas but 
has been interested in meteorites Scientific value of the meteor- all of them have come from ;reas 
since 1926, was in Marshall Thurs- ites is almost entirely limited to where native rocks are eitller 
day attempting to ne,gotiate for those_ found within a few ~ays of limestone or ,,irtuaJly none-exis
the meteo~·ite lo be sent to the time they fall, he said. The tent." liP pointerl ou, 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Lab- recovery of the one Tuesday NOT UNUSUAL 
oratory at Cambri.dge. Mass., for ni g11t was one of the earl iest in The meteorite 1d1ich fell in the 

1stud~•- JrecenL years. 
' 'The meteorite found in the The meteor fow1d here 11 as Lhel See METEOlUTE Page 2A 



MElEORITE 
,,- Continued From Page 1 

rear of tthe J. W. Craver home 
near Harleton was termed of 
average size and apparently is 
one of the stone meteorites, 
whi:·::ih are :ibout 20 times as fre
quent as iron meteorit€s. 

To date, the,re has never be€n 
I an early recovery of an iron 
I meteorite in the United States, al

thou&h ·11ost of Uhese found do con
tain a certain amount of free iron, 
Mr. Monnig said. 

l\fr. Monnig said the simplest 
• single test to determine Whether 
a rock is a meteorite is to check 
it beneabh bh~ surface for free 
iron. since rocks in the earth 
crust contain iron only in the form 

• -1f oxides. 
NE,W STUDIES 

"The meteor i t e s • apparently 
come from a body Where thet'e is 
a deficiency of oxygen, since the 
iron has not been oxidized as it 
would on earth ," he said. "That 
is the reason meteorites are hard 
to detect in this area, since the 
iron c.tianges bhe color to brown 
wi tihin a re,]ative'ly short time." 

The amateur meteorite expert 
said sDi,entific value of fr€sh 
,1eteo,r ites has increased gre•atly 
in the past 10 years with the de- • 
velopment of new teohniques. 

' ·Ten yea1rs ago the research 
was limited to some rabher elabo
rate chemical observations," Mr. 
l\1onnig said. "But in the past 10 
vears new methods of checking 
the rocks for various reactions 
and other infonnat:on have been 
de.veloped. " 

EXPLAINS SOUND 
Mr. Monnig described the "ex

plosions" reported hear•i over a 
wide area shortly before the 
•neteorite landed as shock waves 
,et up as l:111· meteorite roared 
• ,,,.ru,gh the atmosphere. 

The sound was limited to a 
cone-shaped are11 behind the point 
of impact, while persons in front 
of the impact area may have 
heard the whist1e of the trajec
to,ry as it neared the earth. 

He discnunted reports of an
ot,her meLorite fallin!:( east of 
\farshsll Wedn~sday night, point-
• ng out that it is not unusual for 
0 u~h reports· to follow the re
covery of a meteorite. 

"Peoole become more interested 
in s'Uch recoveries 1m<l have a 
'endency to report minor fireballs 
1Vbich are con;:umen lnng before 
they reach the earth." he said. 


