
ugust 30 1948 

D~ar ,1onn i g ; 
Thanks for your letters of .ug 25 and 26th . 

Ou r sample of Harr i ma n 'enn . meteorite 
was obtained from 1falter F . Pond , a geolo6 ist , who 
iron was given to h i m by ~rr . Da7is of riarri1.an . 
c ome ~rorr. a r i dge call u f ne Hidge , ab~ut 2 mi ls 
on u . ~ . h i ghway 70 . I have no other details . 

we i gh d 1 2 . 89 kgs and 
ren0r t ed that the 
It was suppos ed to 

• of '-Iarriv, an 

Our snecinen s an octahedrite and so ar has been ve y stable 
and I certa"nly a~ sorry to 1ear that your spec i rren is a ad actor . 
V' i ll g o ahead with the investicatinn of our sarple and when that i s 
c~r,1y,1et ed we will worry you about a sample frorr: yours . I d i d no t 
need t he c om,-,lete ITass , just en ough of y urs to anaJyse . Sorretin1es 
a c ornor c an be cut of f but tb i s may or may not be satisfac tory a s 
vhat I want is a section that is free fro. incJus i ons . I want the 
a nalyse to be r.ade on the average struc t u re and not a grab a awple 
wi th i nclusions in it . 

You t 11J nk that your rrarr i man might no t be stable i f exposed 
to placer conditions . You may be wrong it that assumption a s often 
these i rons that rea t so badly when stored i ns i de behave differently 
when exvosed to rain and normal weathering . If i t v1as bur ... , i ed in 
a placer wh re it was was ed with r;.e l tint:; ~now ,ater perhaps t··e chlor i de 
would have been r ~oved by this time . 

Somet i mes I feel , but I have as yet not confierrred th i dea , 
tha t many of our i ron met orites are injured by this typ of alteration 
hecause they hav e p i cked up ch iliotides fror the ground water or the water 
w~ich we wash them in the shops . 'hey seem to hang onto any chloride s 
once they pick them up and~ have tr i ed several ways to reyove i t but 
have not been suce s sful . I do l<'now that the nat i ve i ron from Greenl and 
went t o p i e c es very rap i dly once i t was st~red i nside , but when we put 
i t our doors it is far more stab l e . That has been the f indings of other 
museums . 

fur . Robert Bro,n has a point but until we know Pore 
about these i rons and have ~or or them studied by i deitical methods 
we can not be certa i n i! they are i ndentical or ev n close . Those 
old d • scr i pt i oLs a e of' little value and are fr nuently most inacurate . 

Fow about g i ving me a little o::' the bcckground '-iistory of 
~~rton? I rrean the dope ab~ut the Daneuvers which ha e been ~ade by 
the var i ous individuals . You ind i cate that a big price as been ,aid , 
does that mean a purchase or field expences 

Thanks for your copy of Roy K tarshall 1 s letter . I had 
that infor·riation and I k. ':>W that Len ord has it . It v,as on the lis t 
sent to him . 

e have an ir')n fror. , rt0on , Irion Co . Texas . weit.;hing 
o . 71 gs . I hav very 1ittle addit i ona1 inforn~ati.on on this . lou 
1r.ention one f ·on- Granger , Is that a nevi discovery'? . 

Cordially yo 1rs , 

~ 


