
HASKELL, TEXAS , METEORI T 

The following details were obt ained on a trip July 3- 4 , 
1948, by H. H. Morse and Os car E . Mennig of Fort Worth, Texas . 

Clay Kimbrough, Sr ., of Scotch descent , came he r e from 
Alabama and bought some land about July of 1906;he did not 
move on it till about Dec . of 1906 , and knows that he did no t 
find the meteorite the first ye ~r he worked the land , 1907 . 
His best recollection is that he found it in 1909 or 1910 . 
He was then living somewhat north of Haskell , where t he 
meteorit e was found; he has stayed in this region f or the 
intervening 40 years except for a short interval at Ros ebud, 
Texas . At 52 he married a girl of 23 afld the family now 
lives a bout 5 miles sou t hwest of Haskell . 

The meteorite was found while he was plowing behind a team 
of horses t ha t "got to scrap shooting" (sic) or jerking play­
fully . In anger , he pushed the plow point down to res tra in 
the horses . As he did so, it struck a rock and pulle d one 
horse back over the swingletree . Upon dig~ing this r oclc out 
with a grubbing hoe, he claims he at once recognized it a s a 
probable meteori t e from its smooth , melted exterior (" crus t") 
and the "holes in it 11 (thumb- marks), which impressed :ti him 
as being deep a nd which he interpreted as places wh~~e t he 
easier melted material had run out . 

He was using a good s pan of horses, and was breaking sod 
with a 9 11 walking plow; he judgedthe meteori.ite was 6 or 7 
inches deep (the top of it?) . 

Instead of taking it to the fence row , he claims t ha t he 
left it nearby , just a few rows away , fearing t hat s ome one e ls e 
might see it , recognize it for what it was, and ta ke i t awa y 
if he left it near a fence row . One or two years l a ter, he 
was heading maize and had a slide handy . At tha t time he dr ug 
the meteorite on this slide or basket , not to the nea rest fence 
row (I presume that would be the one to t he east ) but t o a more 
distant one, two or three times as far away (off t o t he west or 
northwest?), perhaps as much as a mile distant . This w~s 
apparently all part of a cagey plan to kee p the me teorit e from 
being seen by too many people and away from the roads . 

It was Kimbrough ' s recollection that the rne teobite wa s 
found in the I & G N Survey ( " International and Gre a t Nort he r n 
ailway ",which is joined on the no r th by the Jesse Gi bs on Survey . 

We did not check the r ecords on this point , as we went t o t he 
exact place of find and marked iton the co unty roa d map . He 
said the farm W£\S 860 yards "acro ss " ( E- W) a nd a t variou s time s 
sa i d he was 250 , 300 or 350 yards out in t he fi e ld (to t he west 
of t he road) when he fou nd the mt eor i t e . He still ow ns 129 A. 
he re . 
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He thinks t he meteorite was a complete individual when 
he first found it , a~d says he at one time notice d a cracked 
sliver on one side ; water got in th i s and froze it off . This 
piece was nowhere more than a half i nch thick, thinne r a t its 
edge s, and go t lost . Is this the pi ece now obviously gone 
from the one broken side of the meteorite? At any r a te, he 
wat ched for thi s l ost pi e ce and did re-discover it . He then 
put it on a boa rd or shelf at t he to p of a back porch at the 
house , but some years later when he r eturned there he found this 
fragm ent had disappeared . We made a number of s pecific in-
quiries in the i mme diate neighborhood of find about th i s p iece , 
and urge d persons now living t here or working the land t o watch 
for it , but all to no avail . 

The main meteorite itself lay on the " fa r side" fence row 
for some 3, 4 or 5 years before be i ng taken to t he house . Ap­
parently the house to which both the main meteorite and the 
piece tha t cracked off it were ultimately taken is the one now 
marked "Ma ck Mat thews II on the ma p . 

Apparently Kimbrough hadfor some reason shown this met eorite 
to practically no one, perhaps thru she er Scotch ca nniness , but 
more likely beca use in the early stages friends had scoffe d at 
him . We therefore tookhim with us and s pe nt a full day s eeing 
people in the region of the find and telling them of the meteoritl . 
It was carried in the ca r with us and shown to most of t he 
people named on the ma p- -to everyone we could find and con tact 
within a t hree-mile circle of the place of find dur i ng t he time 
we were there . We covered the area to the north of the meteorite 
pretty well, but were unable to work the territory south of the 
me teorite very much . 

Jack Moore was seen . Leslie Cox, who married Ki mbrough ' s 
wife ' s sister, and _____ Al sabrook, a s well as Les l i e Cox 
and R. L. Cox, his son, were missed or seen but brie fly , Kimbrough 
insisting they either knew all a bout it or he would t e l l t hem; 
some were not at home . I think we likewise missed ___ _ _ Perren . 
We int erviewed Charles Druesedow , R. F . Cothron, o. A. Ruef fe r, 
R. A. Bradley , Coy Tuggle , W. A. Dumas , J . w. McKinney . 

We talked at length to Ma ck Ma tthews and an A. D. English 
visit i ng him and they to ok a great deal of interest . We inter­
viewed C. G. Gary , Clyde Baty, Frank Spencer, w. W. Tur nbow, 
Jap Wheeler , J . F . Hodgin, Elbert B. (Buck) Cal loway . We 
saw J . W. Brock but I think mis sed -.,----~Chri st i a n . We did 
talk to a Mexican, Guadalupe Gome z, who works on Mrs . Si mm ons ' 
place (Christian is her son- in- law) . We went to the M. H. Taylor 
and J . H. Cra ger residences but I think saw onl y one of them . 

The1te are allindicated on the ma p . "Ab" denotes an a ba ndoned 
house; those no longe r there are cros sed off with a n x . 



3 

The meteorite point of find was a t l ongi tude 99° 43 .9 1 w. , 
latitude 33° 12 . 8 ' N. 

Kimbrough tho ught the meteorite weighed abou t 80 pounds . 
I offered him $80 fo r i t the first day , but he sai d he wanted 
to be "tempted more" . We let the matter dr op til l the next 
day when we were about to leave , when he again aske d t o be 
tempted further . He had read Nininger ' s article in The Satur­
day ~veningPost and obviously wanted to dispose of t he me teorite 
tho not apparently in great need of money . Finally he s e t his 
own price of $150 . 00 and ~here wasno budging him fr om it . 

We took a simple bill of sale from him on a s he et of note­
book paper (ori ginal to Nininger) : 

July 4 , 1948 . 
In consideration of one hundred fifty and no?lOO dmllars 

( $150 . 00) paid to me 1n cash by Oscar =• Monnig , I hereby transfer 
and sell to H. H. Nininge r one stone meteorite of a bout 80 
pounds weight found by me near Haskell , Texas . 

(signed) Clay Kimbrou gh Sr . 

There notes were typed from detailed original ones May 1, 
1950 . 

The writer has long thought that the superficia l ara3 of 
outcropping Quaternary geology in Texas would make good regions 
for finding old meteorites . There are some objecti ons of 
climate and vegetation in regions of such surfa11:e ge ology along 
the Texas coast, and some of the West Texas re gions of such 
geology are objectionable because of considerable sandy areas . 
Texas geologic maps, however , show a north-south s eries of 
"islands" of Quaternary of the Seymour formation i n north-centra l 
Texas, extending from the Anson vicinity to the Quanah vicinity . 
Mr . Robert Brown and I had long thought this s e t ofoutcro ps 
would be promsing for meteorite work and had once conducted a 
brief survey in the region of Tuxedo in Jones County, ne a r a nd 
in one of these '' Quaternary islands", partly becaus e Brown had 
seen a rock near there which he thou ght mi ght be a meteorite 
(we never could re - locate it) . It isof int e r est tonote t hat 
the Haskell meteorite is apparently the firs t r ecorded recove r y 
from this Seymour formation of the Qua t ernary i n Texas . 

This formation should be worked more . Much of it is 
pret t y good land agricultura lly and is much bet t er "meteorite 
land" than the fo r eboding Permia n cou ntry s urroundi ng it . 

Os ca r E . Monnig , 
1010 Mor nings i de Drive, 
Fort Wort h 3 , Texa s 
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Original notes of the Ha s kell trip included the 
following just after the entry "lunch" and just before 
thename of Mack Matthews : 

Miss Ella Royall of Moran , Texas , saw a large meteor 
tha t made the cows run away and lit up the entire country­
side when s he was a child . It hit near her and s pewed? 

After the name of A. D. Eng lish , is a set of notes 
indicating that hehad a brother, J . C. English, who had a 
round p iece (suspected meteorite) he sent to Harvard bu t 
which they returned; lives Rochester, New York? 

Ma ck Matt hews has a boot her Sam 1'-1a, t thews living at 
Gustine and Roland Miller living at Gustine is said to 
have an 11 poundreddish smooth roc k found by Ma ck Ma t thews 
in a hole as "big as this ya r d" on the Seago p l a ce one mile 
north of Gu stine 7 years a go . It was 11 pock:ed11 and much 
redder than the surr ounding flint rocks . It was onc e se nt 
off and identified (as a meteorite~) 

The name of Lynn ia ce occurs after this and just a bove 
C. G. Ga ry's but I don 't recall him and his place is not 
indicated on the map . 

N 

I 
Gvstiri e. 

Calloway told of a meteorite like melted coa l r un t oge t he r 
which fell a t a pa rty one night (at Wa lter A~cheson's hous e? ) 
about 20 miles E of here in the Roberts neighborhood, abou t 
1923 orsooner . Atcheson ls now dea . 


