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THE GROOTFONTEIN, SOUTHWEST AFRICA, METEORIC IRON

BY SAMUEL G. GORDON.

The Grootfontein meteoric iron lies on Farm Hoba, about 20 kilometers
west of Grootfontein, in Southwest Africa. When first discovered (in
19207), only a bit of the upper surface was exposed. Ixtensive excava-
tions (see Text-figs. 2, 3) have revealed it to be the largest meteorite at
present known. Brief descriptions by Schneiderhohn,® Luyten,? and
Spencer® have recently appeared, calling attention to this extraordinary
mass.

Fig. 1.—The Grootfontein meteoric iron, showing concavities due to weathering.
The meteorite occurred embedded in the ground, and the pit is due to excavations made
after its discovery. The fluting on the edges was made in the past by a collector with
an oxyacetylene blowpipe. Photograph by the author.
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