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THE GROOTFONTEIN, SOUTHWEST AFRICA, METEORIC IRON 

BY SAMUEL G. GORDON. 

The Grootfontein meteoric iron lies on Farm Hoba, a bout 20 kilometers 
"·est of Grootfontein, in Southwest Africa. \Vhen first discovered (in 
1920 ?), only a bit of the upper surface was exposed. Extensive excava­
tions (see Text-fi gs. 2, 3) have r evealed it to be the largest meteorite at 
present known. Brief descriptions by Schneiderhohn, 1 Luyten, 2 and 
Spencer ~ have r ecently appeared, calling attention to this extraordinary 
mass. 

FJG. 1.-The G-rootfontein meteoric iron, showing concavities due to weathering. 
The meteorite occurred emheddecl in the ground, and the pit is due to excavations made 
:ifter its discovery. The fluting on the edges was made in'. the past by a collector with 
a n oxyacet.ylene blowpipe. Photograph by the author. 

1 H. Sclmeiderhiilm , '' Das Otavi-Berglancl un cl seine Erzlagerstatten. '' Zeit. f. 
prak. G-eol. 37 (6) 95-96, 1929. Map on page 88 sho,rs loeation of meteorite. 

2 .. W. J. Luyten, New Yo rk Times of April l4 and 21, 1929. '' The Grootfontein 
:\fctcorite . '' South African J ournal of Science, XXVI, 19- 20, J.929 . 

3 L. J. Spence1·, A New Meteoric Iron from Piedade do Bagre, Minas Geraes, 
Brazi l. Min. Mag . XXII (129), footnote on page 272, 1930. :\1:eteoric irons from 
Sontlmest Africa. Natural History Magazine, II, (15) 244-'.!46, J.9 30. 

( 251 ) 


