
Dr. E. P. Henderson: 
U. s. National Museum, 
f ashi ngton 25, D. c. 

Dear DJ. Hent ersona 

1960~ August 10 

I appreciate your conflnr.a tion of my d1~<YD.os1s of t he 
11 t tle i r on place from near Holliday., Texas, as a meteorite. 
I t horoughly understand tm. t since 1t turned out to be a rather 
t ypical • eti um octahedr1te nothing can at 'bis stage be said 
defini t1val y as to whe.ther 1 t is a separa te f'lnd . 

I have had the f i nder mark a Texas hi ghway·map (1 inch to 
t he mile--a State Planning Survey map of high accuracy) and the 
point of f i nd turns out to be al mos t exactly 9 miles S 7° W of the 
center of Holliday. It is iu a little tributary or dra\i of t he 
Nor th Fork of t he Li ttle Wichi ta River , and t he coordinat es of 
the f i nd are l ong. 98° 43' w. and 330 ijl ' R. l at. 

I t turns out t hat an oil pi pe line runs thru this "canyon" 
( the t erm 1s probably ised rather loosely-it is likely more of a 
little creek val l ey), and tba. t there i s a s t ock tank near by. 
Human act ivity las obviously been more t han you mi ght thi nk i n this 
ra ther -wide open region, and I will try to learn whether t hese 
structures were bui lt before or after the f i ndi ng of t he meteorite. 

I have ma.de arrangement s with the fi nder t o do the searching 
you suggest ed (perr.aps wi t h tongue i n cheek I) sometimes next fall 
or winter; I had already tho~ht of that and can spend a ple(\sant day 
a t it when the wea t her is cooler and the rattlesnakes have gone in. 
I have scant hopes of finding anyt hing, but I al ways like to try. 
I would think there is more chance of f inding another small piece ra ther 
t han a big one; this m.\ght very well be t he scene of anot her shower 
like the Deport, Texas. 

I had thought you might saves the grindings and check the 
nickel percentage, but since you did not mention this, I assume t he 
t1n,yqua.nti ty of mat erial thus available and the contaminati on with 

· oxidized crust, etc., would make this impractical and the r esul t s 
non-significant. If it 1s a medium octahedrite I suppose you could 
make a better statistical guess of t he Ni % than could thus be 
4etermined chemcially. 

Sincerely, 


