
TEE TEX.AS METEOR OF OCTOBER 1. 1917 

(copied from "Science", NS XLVI No. 1199. p.616. Dec . 21, 1918) 

On Oct. 1 • at about 10'.30 p .m., an unusually bright meteor 
appeared over the central part of' Texas . The undersigned promptl7 
ma e arrangements to secure information on its appee.ranee thruout 
the state; hile the phenomenon was yet f'resh .in the memories of 
thos e who sa it. Notes f'rom some three-seore observera have been 

eon.red. ·From these it appears that the p1ace where the aerol1 te 
i"ell mu.at be somewhere n or near Kimble ounty. The obser-vea: 
direotions all conver6e toward this county . - . Evidently the path 
this meteor followed as at a considerable angle to the horizon. and 
had a course from :northeast to southwest. Nearly all observe rs 
agree t hat a t first the light of this mete0r was smal1. Increasing 
rapid1y in br111i_a.noe , 1 t ter1+1lna t¢d abrupt1y with an explosion at 
some considerable distance aboV"e the gro'Ulld; · 4 ~ the mos t distant 
observers it appear d. to :reach · the ho'r1zon Over an area. s oms 1 $J 
mi1es in iameter I north of Ban era Count • sounds like that of 
thunder were heard from three to five minutes a fter the meteor 
disa ppeared . _t Brady an at one or two other p1aoes t ~ae sounds 
were report.ed to be strong enough to shake u1ld inga and to cause 
dishes and wind.01.vs to r attle. . The light in the s;;une region is 
11 en~d to strong lightning a.nd it -is said to .. hav.e been blinding to 
sore o servers . The usual thin olou<l of duet hfgh in the sky was 
noted by several parties, who say it _ cou1d be ~1st t notly seen hr 
40 minutes a.£ter the fall. · · ' 

. . 

The ceteor was observed over the · entire state, from the Gulf to 
the :Panhandle and from the northeast counties to the far mountains 
west of the Pecos. a distance of nearly 6oo ml1es . Several parties 

ho sa . the bright body at _a distance·~ of' · about 200 mile·a or 1ess • 
re-port hearing a swishing or ~bnzfi..,_ng· E!fOund, w}lt.eh seems to ha.....-e been 
simultaneous 1th the ' a.ppea.ra.noe . of the 1igb.t • . Tb.is eommun1cat1on 
is prom1>ted ch1,efly_ by a de ire tQ 'l.ear.n li' uch sounds have been 

· pr viouely reported a$ beltis eonneeted ,rt.th Jneteori~ faUs. Sever~ 
circumstances in- ·th~ present ease ·ind1oate that this s:>und was real 
and not p .sycholog ical. ~. lfa7 tt hav-e been the indirect result of some 
ttorm of e1eot~tc energy? One ob.s.erV'er seems to refer ti:l s sound 
to o:1>Jects · attaanea. . to the jp.-ound. _ 

A. Udden 
Austin . Texa. , Oct. 22 1 19 .17 . 

•·. 

(A map of Texas aeoompa.I11es the article , mark ing all points o~ 
observation~ and classifying them as ~ollo $: weak moonlight; hf1ght 
moonlight; daylight ; bright daylight ; thunder sounds . . By far the 
greatest number of obse-rvat iona are in the central r egi.on of Texas ; 
one is in the southern end of ihe p·arihanile; two in the Pecos Rive r 
region ; t,10 or three a long the ·Gul:f' ; and. a.bout .half a ·dozen 1n the 
t o or three tiers of north Texas counties including !arrant.) 


