
Notes on Kaufman , Texas , Meteorite . 

Taken in January , 1957 from ori3inal correspondence in files 
of Mrs . Carl G. Einrichs , 310 1 Ha.ithorne Blvd ., St . Louis 4 , 
Mo . 

A letter dated lviarch 14 , 1894 on letterfiead of the District 
Court of Kaufman County , eh,owing J . E . Dillard as Juq.ge of the 
4o t h District Court and J . r . ·,a lker as District Clerk , is 
addressed to F . R. qamsdell of Lampasas, rexas, and signed by 
J . J .Hill . Hill tells of ameteor .that fell November 29 , 
1892 just after nightfall , between 7 and 8 . It seems to have 
been witnessed by J . F . Todd who was camped 4 or 5 miles west 
of town . Hill states he did not see the meteor , but his 

0 col(ored?) ' man did . 1.s he described it , it ap£)eared some 60 
from the horizon in a southerly direction and passed in a 1 • '•[ . 

direction and disap~eared about N. w. from town . Todd is said 
to have seen two (meteors) of great brilliancy these.me night . 

A letter of. pril 5, 1894 on the letterhead of J . A. and F . R. 
Ramsdell (of Lampasas) to Dr . Gustav Pinrichs of St . Louis 
acknowledges "yours of the 2nd" , and is signed by F .q . ~amsdell. 
He states he would like to h8Ve a ½" thick piece or section 
from the center of the ~eteorite and the broren piece (which ~e 
had apparently Eent to Einrichs) as well as another piece to 
give to the ~niversity of Texas . He as~s i50 for the rest, 
and suggests the money be sent directly to his daughter ~lss 
Dell ~amsdell ~t Linden, Indiana . He mentions that he cannot 
l?arn anything further· bout another meteorite which he had 
aJ)arently previously reported and had some ho9es ~f locatin~ • 

4 letter of April 9 , 1894 fro~ 3ustav Hinrichs to Dr o F . R • 
. Ra msdell of Lampasas, T!ixae, accepts the offer of sale for :so 
but inrlchs says he nust keep the ~isce that had been sent to 
him . He spea:rn ofusin3 up one for analysis but soys he has a 
oiece showin~ the white crust still left in his possession . 
it ~eems that B1nrichs already had the main mass, as he co~~la ins 
tr t i n whipment the white crust of the entire stone suffered 
greatly . Pinric~s asks how long the stons had been exposed to 
the weather, ._"uessim; a \'H,ek . ::e refersto ''that shepherd" as 
the fi~der (I presume Todd), end wantsto know which s_de was 
down in the ground, the bl- c~ or the white . 

A letter of April 12, 1894 from R. q _ Ramsdell to Gustav 
?.inrichs (mail s~rvice was pretty 3oodin those days) . Ramsdell 
wants two sDecimens, one for his cab net and for the CniVPrsity 
of rexas . ~He hopes to visit the ?lsce where the stone fell a rd 
.i:et facts . ~e thiri'rnlt lay ~bout 5 weeks with dark side down . 
Fe thinks it wae all white at fi· ,st and that tne dllm9 ground 
colcred one side . 

Letter of June 5, 1894 fro!D F •• . amsdell to 1ustav Hi •-:ir i c hs . 
"I saw eht man today who found :he meterrite and he says t hE white 
surface of it was embedded in the ground and he tninks t he actlon 



of the earth end w ter chan3ed ite cclor . rhis is just the 
opposite of what I thought . But he 1s certain that thE wh i te 
sidewas dom . He says it is quite sure it is the stone tha t 
produced the light he saw the lat of November before it was 
found . I have nothin~ additicnal in evidence ". The las t 
remark :s a re~ly to a-plea RiPrichs had made for further 
letters like that from ( Judge•n • ill verifying the fa l l , date , 
etc . 

The main mass perhaps shows a little slickensiding 
on one broken area , and there is s heavy vein in one s i de . 
Theer are some brea'rn alon a vein in the top of the stone 
f)erhaps ½" deep . 11 Sie " and '' to,?'1 here are not signifi cant , 
referrin...) merely to the way it lay on the tabh, , with the 
broken side down . 


