
The second meteorite to be treated , hile obtained· s a result 

of local nublicity , c~me from a more distant region of Texas . Mr. 

uordon Grimes , of !t't . i'orth , having seen a disnlay of meteorites 

here hnd knowing our interest in the topic , recalled a meteorite 

in the possession of his rel,1tives in East Te:> as. This turned out 

to be&. s all but almost perfectly nr served stone mer.eorite from 

Jasper ~aunty, rexas . lhe exict o· nt of fall is on the J . u . 

\1:org .... n 40 A. tr·.ct , in the southeast portion of the Calvin Donrthoe 

320 A. Survey . This is 11 . 8 miles south of the square in Jas er , 

Texas, along the ne Jas er- irbyville highway ; Lhence 0.5 mile 

east along the lateral road to Ro anville . .1.he .P¥ ee l 1titude and 

longitude a~0 48' • , 93o 56 ' W. Hoganville is only a v,.,.ry 

small lumbering town, :hile Kirbyville is lar~er ~nd bettPr est,blishe d. 

H0 ne- ~l,re meteorite has been n·med "Kirbyville" . 

On the a.fternoon of Nov . 12, 1906 , at bout 3.30 C.b . T. , 

Thomas W. organ, farnili~rly kno m as '1Bud 11 , and his uncle, Jerome 

avis, were bu ldir. c sue r furnace in the yard in back of their 

l h . 1~ A...4t t1 ,tk ~ . . d . f. d b T (W 11 ) 1ouse, w icri l.'\-, '- e _oc tion 1 ent1. ie a ove . ..J . • a ,qcp 

iiorg an &s in the front yard of the s,.rne place, some 75 or 100 

a ay from the others (to the north of them). Also on the premises 
~ 

rnre [r. and rs . John org·.n their daughters M&nda, Laur-a and 

So~e of these were probably in th 0 

house . Of the~~nesses of the fall, only the three dau~ht 0 rs 
I 

and iallace morgan are still livin'7 , nnd &11 have been 

personally interviewed. S.;;(.ce~r--1~~:t:,.:;;..~--

As nearly as these immedi· te witnesses can recall - - --a moJ i fi

cation which must necessarily ~nply to all of the det'3.ils , after 



the \a ryse of so many years---the day as clear. £here w·s suddenly 

· no~se "iike a buzz·rd coming drym', and the meteorite vas seen to 

strike tr: e ground only a aTd or t 'O from the foot of a stum (still 

int~ct) some 4( or bO ' fro here Jero e Davis and ''Bud 1' tfo · an r.>re 

standin, a~d bet 1ePn t ern nd the house . Bud irn edi tely r·rn 

ov r &.nd du., or scra ed tne meteorit8 out of the ground ith his h&nd . 

ihe surface was a soft , loose and; the meteorite had n netrated only 

a f ev inches , not over 6", and _more lik ly 3 or 4". He at once 

carried it to thr-> house, some . 5 ' a ay, and out it into nan of ater . 

l'rs. Lu.ura i.llingha (nee .or..,.<>-n) st· t"'s that it "fried'', · na othnrs 

c nnir tnis fact; obviously, to the 1, Bud im iersed the stone because 

it was h'ot nd yet they cannot rec~ll that he h~d any partic1l r 

difficulty in handliQ. o hol~ing it. .tte subsequently broke off 

a po tion of the crust to exa ine the interior. 

As a matl,er of spPculation, it seems worth while to note that 

since tne physiolo ical sensations of hectL a a cold e easil on-

fus d, Bud organ might hav only thour;ht the stone vras hot, .. Ten it 

wr~ rally unco fortably co. d . Or e1·hu.pS it a.Ctu uncomfort-

ably "ar , tho modern authorit.i,..,s thro doubt o~ thi 

nos s ib ili t., . The ''fryin 711 i m re difiicult to lain. 

action in the case of freshly formed meteoric glass is harQ to con-
~ 4.~ ~ ~, 

ceive; but thin craC {S in the crust might permi\ water to et t the 

interior, dis lac· gas . Or if the meteorite crust ias nctu lly 

rm the d' · t ion 1 s..1.dden coibli g ~ n co 1tract ion ca se oy co•1tact 

with the water might expel g·s ubbles thru er cks . 

In the front yard, \'allace . orsan h , rd the ound as a 'po ,ping 

noise" such as he had never heard before , som~thin~ "like guns shootin , 

but r,. little {eener . '' 11 the others on the premises insistently 



confined their escriution of the noise to a comnarison ith a 

bu'7 aro Jescen ing, &nd resisted suggest ions of 1'whiz7ing 1', "ro: r in '' 

or ":vnining". l'hose who have heard a buzzards ·oo down are a· ar 

of the uniqueness of the sound, •1hich · s but oorly descri bPd "iS 

bet en a ~irr and muffled w izz. The direcl, 10n from hich V1e 

noise ap ~rently came is not lain, but is thought to h ve b en SW, 

so e incli i g to south, others to ~est. In general, the sound 

sees to have been he rd in the comnn:mity to the est, o sibly s 

far a y s 10 miles (ne r a nolia S rLnss). A cotton i~~i~g ar~ , 

incluai . be Jerome, ias off to the south:vest about 3 miles nd 

h ard it " c:1.ss over'' or ''heard a roar'' • ~ = ..... .;i+~~':2::7 ~15~ . No h L;· vis , 

rc::onall ; who Wes bout ' iles off to the est, as intervie·~d 

he aeC'cribed tne sounct as a "ro·ringn, nd later us d the adj 0 ctive 

"~niz.zing''; h sa 1othing. 

Of all the artiest lked to, none re e bers seeing~ fireb·l 

or daylignt meteor; no smoke triin s seen; and no one s~ ,. the 

meteorite itself f lling. Is it possible for a dayli~t f· 11 to 

occur ·ithout vis~al henomena? 

nositive ansmer. 

ihis case is so~ evid nc of a 

~; it is fixed b rPf,rence to the deaLh in the follo·ing 

year of1
' th~man who icked u the meteorite. 'JJhe month is fixed by 

refPre1ce to th activity of syrup ma in, ~swell as other .e ories , 

but might have been October. 1he day might be in error by as much 

as a week, but rs. allcce or m ~iv s the accepted d·te ith gre·t 

positiveness. Ins ite of the fact that the f· 11 took ol· ce ne·r th~ 

Leonid m ximum, t~ere can obviously be no connection as Lne raiiart 

was well below the horizon at t"" pl ce and time . 



· he reg ion of the fall cont ~ins much cut-over timber land •rhich 

has never been cultivcted; th~re ~ore the chances of findi~ additional 

m terial from this fall still exist, tho admittedly slight. -iurf o.Ce 

rocks, either as deta.cned st nes or outc o ing ledges, , re rare in 

the immediate vicinity, which is a fav r a ole factor . The surface 

geol.ogy is the Citronelle and .ttlerr:in~ groups of the Pliocene an 

iocene (Ceno✓ oic). rhis is the first meteorite to be recorded 

from a l~rge area of Southeast .Tex s. 

The beautiful preserv tion of the stone is a credit to the famil 

which has nossessed it. It weighs 97 . 7 gms., c:~nd h·ts the gener 1 
an ~ rregular 

sha e o~ ~ truncated nyramid. The base of this pyramid, ~bout 4 x 4 

cm. , is by no means flat, but h-...s a m· rked, tho small, knob in th 

center, several ridges, .nd several well m~rked areas ~~are ma~erial 

has been rcToved during the fusing pro ress--"pit s II in r very broad 

se 1se . lhe hase ,asap rently the brustseite as the flo• line~ 

clearly originate on it, curving a ay from the little cPn tr~l k o b , 

and "s illing" beautif...:.lly <Ver thP eclg "' and back along the siaesbf 

the ny ramid • T•·ro of the :--,r,4mid sides are rou hly in lanes at 

right anglec to eac 1 ot~er, butt 1e other to are combin°d in 8 F.entle, 

r , ":!e nin~ urve. T e nyr1.mi is about 3(1., cm. high. Its trun ated 

ton is rPctan1$ular, aoout (") 1 x ' cm ., concave, •·1ell m r¼:P.d "ith 

sm1.l 1 ,....its, and bNrntif 11 y encruC'trd. 

re r in fli ht, ~~di much _ail 

.1.his as a ~rc>ntl · to the 

r:: , .,. . :e~ 1'rustseite . 

·.here the cru.· t is thi t1 , ... s on thr: for 'ffd slde 

( 0yramid base) , it., hes a bro ·nLsh c&~, t iu eelo t, ....,crh.q"'C" a re:5ult of 

handling or cleL-eori. tio-1 . 1.bout 4 s; . cm. of Vie crust, and or;i'."h~·,s 



these are on the slde which ·vas for '.?,rd in flight , the crust night 

have here been \'.'eR.kencd l,y t ;1e i:mr~.ct "i t h~}1e gound • .,... t Z __,_ 
~ ~ }--..,i. ,.A L- 1,- ~ 4-4,;w, J-LZ,tiluuq -~ • I , . J 

Th~ ex~o scd lnter :Lori\ ~ rno::::t 1v di rt ied thru hand1irlg -:..... It is 

obV'<JUsl7 c" grc:iy .J,.4 ,:;cncr~d" Lr;t-;;;r/ln:o,l color , Ccl1d Ci:i:'iU::,l ~X[.Jnination 
" t in , ... t-uv D.d..,,;1 

. I 

•ptth ;l lC)y h'ind f'lag11.ifie1· seem~ to sho·· hlc:ck SrlDffd~ in a ·•;bite 

Tang in~ from r) to lOJ , :=_rd i t :1 a current of 10 mill.iemDere:", :lo 
4,L,~ ,-. itl 

not rt➔V8c:l an:r wv-1t ~i<v recogni.?:r:bl':': ~-;ign of rnct&l . ..n :;:-'1rt'17 c2ss0tto 
£~ ,-. "-'I ,,n1.,:t, e,-r:l.,.,, 

.,, 1th h double fluorescent scrr:-:cn "'''L: used . A T;·,s ·-;tone is not ,·011 

nd:i~,ted to such c;.n exneri0mt.n on ";ccount of Ltc.; squarish ::;hane . 


