
Dr . E. . Rend rson, 
'J . c . N t1ona 1 use um , 
~sh~n ton 25, D. C. 

Der Dr . Henderso : 

1957 , ,ay ll. 

1 to the Kaufman, Texas , tone, thanks for your 
letter of 10y 8 lnform1ng m that 1rs . '1nrlch ' slice has 
been return d to her . ·e will jut let all tt re er­
ta1n1ns to this stone percol te for the tL b lng, and I' 11 
a if I can ge t anything t ang1 e out of my further ffort 
1n the region of find . 

I writ now to report to you th t the La 1110, Texas , 
stone 111 be donated by the finder to the Pan Am r1can 
College at dlnburg, Texas . Im a b1d for 100 but the 
owners are re onably well- to- do and well dacated, and tho 
I promis ed to le ~e the iece on exh1b1t some ht 1ndefin1tely 
at th college ,they deo ded to hort -c ut mead just g1ve 1t 
d1r ctly to the c lle ge . uch are the oee ofa private 
collector . 

I wanted you to have these facts for your files, and 
will add that the exact point of f1nd ls 2 . 3 mile SE of t he 
i rs ction of High s 107 and 491; the to of La iilla 
1 a this inters ct1on, ly1n mainly jut of it . Th 
latitude nd longitude, which I will covey to Dr . Leon, rd 
for h1 - Joy, are 26° 16 . 3 ' N. , 97° 54 . l' • 

I was originally told that the met or1te we1 he 
42½ ound , but r • J . . • ad , Sr . , rho controls the 
m teor1te, told me V€rb lly 43½ lbs . I was no ble to 
chec 1 the weight personally . The property b lon_sto th 
J • . • ·•ade J'ar s , Inc . , and her eons and dau__,hter a re stock­
hold r . The meteori te a a ct ually found 1~ th o ur of 
f ar ork by a ex1can, Alfon o Robles , wor 1n unde a for -
man, Carlo onzales, probably 1n early April , 19 6 . It 

carried to theend of the row and thrown out, but 1 ter 
reco nized, apparently partly thru it eight , by r . ~lmo 
la de, the farm manage r , ho lives in 11ercedes, Texas . He 
thou ht enough of 1t to bring 1t to the hou e, and his 
mo t her ms finally to h ve sen ed pretty etron ly that 1t 
ja.e a m t or1te . 
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I helped id ity them tcorite finally and 
positively in l'.'Oh , 1957 nd made a trip to see it and 
ge t first hand facts April 13- 5 . I h'.:'ve a very small 
chip h1ch shows clearly th stone 1 a ch ndr1te . It 
has not b n substantially d m~ged or br en; only a fe~ 
tiny chips re 1 noded off . 

here as the usual ho peful attem t to connect 
thie 1th morning (daytim) fireball said to have been 
seen in the region during the laeit k of .arch or first 
week of April, 1956, but this cannot be as the tone is 
obv1ou y quite old ana w thered . One side ha a 
definite tho not thick deposit of llmeston, cratched in 
s 15 or more tr~ak by plo dis which have hit it . 
hile the tone h s the usual et of surface on hich it 

may be r std 1n dlff rent po 1tion, it isl rely more 
or less rounded and ell1 eo1dal in eh pe, ~ 1th no outstanding 
features or pittings . Original cru tis hardly vident , 
only ox1 t1on . There ison fairly plan surface, 1nd1-
c~ting JO 1tively to my mind that them teor1te broke along 
th1 side and that a some hats aller pi oe should b in 
t he region, I would say another 10 to 15 ound ice , if i t 
st- yed intact . 

he .exican f und it ,hen he II cultiv tin0 cotton . 
The lo wh 1 r n over it nd the ''sweep " 1 bac struck 
it . l.1 re . ad was con 1d~rably amazed that t is stone had 
no t been found before or true by .lo~a; eh could not 
underst nd how it had b en found if it was or1 1nally d p , 
and did not see ho euch a b1 sto e could be at a shallo 
de~th . Ho -ver , it turned ut theland had be n chiseled 
( b d to de~th of rhapsl8 inches) the year before , 
perhaps even twio , nd I thin doubtles thi process s rved 
to help brin it out and up . A stated above, it had clearly 
been cr1 s - crossed by plo a number of time • 

h surfnce olo y of the region i und1fferet1ated 
1 uater ry on th old xae geologic map . The 1 dd for some 
mile around the find is rock- f ree , ap arentiy mo tly alluvial 
or very r cent geolo ic deposits . It ou ht to Jrnieh a good 
area for furtherfinds if we can aroue' int r st , nd I h~ve 
atread furnished the college with some additional stones to 
make up a little dis.lay and endeavor to arou e public interest . 
They have a ratty lively astrono 1cal club at the college nd 
an obs rv tory, and maybe with this to ork ore m teor1tee 
can be turned up . he find at lea t gives us a basis for a 
try . r • ade 1s sonethin~ of a local newspaperwoman and 
anx1ou fo a blast of publicity, which I think she can get 

d h1c ould help ue all . 

noth n 
with th 
can ,._, t 

n so, for the present , FI I on Ls Villa . But if 
le 1s found, we may yet some day wor out a dea l 
c llege to have you slice it end yb e oh of us 

a slice . 
Sincerely, 


