
Meteorite Discovered in Valley I\ 
Is Presented to Pan Am College f 
. * * * * * * * * * I, Stone Found 
' 

On Wade Farm 
Near La Villa 

By MRS. J. R. WADE 
:. LA VILLA, May 10 - Possibly 

the first meteorite to be found in 
the Valley was discovered recent
ly near La Villa. 

Last year, while cultivating a 
field of cotton on land of the J. R. 
Wade Farms, Inc., about 3 miles 
southeast of La Villa, one of the 
farm eniployes, Alfonso Robles, 
plowed up what he su.pposed to be 
an ordinary stone which he .placed 
on his tractor and carried to the 
End of the row. There he placed 
It on the top bank of a drainage 
ditch. 

Later he showed it to the farm 
foreman, Carlos Gonzalez, and po- on 
sibly one or two other farm work- Bo. 
er-, but none suspected anything bo~ 
other than that they plowed up hal 
ilh ordinary stone. They did think 
it was an extremely heavy one. y1 
: Time !Passed with the stone ly- the 
Ing almost in plain view and the =~~•-~• plaJ 
owners and employes passed by cluI 
aozens of times without noticing GIFT TO COLLEGE - A meteorite, possibly the first ever found in the Valley, was dis- Gi 
it: covered recently in the Wade farm near la Villa and has been presented to Pan cat 
' Recently, Robles was sent to American college, Edinburg. Shown here presenting the meteorite are Mrs. J. R. sion. 
the same field to plant seed. Gon- Wade Sr. (right) and her son Elmo Wade (holding the stone). Accepting it for the col- and · 
zalez and Elmo Wade, the farre lege are Paul Eng_!! (left) _c:i_nd Dr. J. Dell Elliott. cloS'E 
manager, while assisting Robles - -~--- ------------,-------------- mine 
i4 getting his job started, "re- This is an old meteorite, as in- However the rapidity with which All of the many operations in- ,.~ 
discovered" th~ stone. young dicated by the amount of lime the above named effects could be volved in growing cotton - disk- on P 
Wade parked his c~r near it and deposit on the outside and the produced on a freshly fallen me- ing, light chiseling, laying up a?d • 
almost stepped on it when he got amount of oxidation of the iron teorite by alkaline salts and fre- rows, planting and cultivating v10l~ 
out by the rust color- The natllll'al quent irrigations with water high could have brought the meteor- volvu 

Brought to Headquarters color of a meteorite is black. It in salt content is unknown. The ite near enough to the surface to 
He stopped to examine it more could even have fallen as much field where the meteorite was be plowed out with a cultivator. ~el 

closely and noticed that it seemed as a hundred years or more pre- found has been in cultivation ap- It is entirely possible that it could spirec 
far too heavy for its size. He and vious to the time it was discov- proximately 15 years. The field have been struck many times with Bates, 
Gonzalez brought it to the farm ered. is entire]~ free from surface the heavy machinery without be- fror_n 
headquarters where young Wade's ,.....----~-- stones - m fact none of t?e 985 ing noticed by the tractor drivers. perm!; 
mother. Mrs. J. R. Wade Sr. re- s "' - acres owned by the farm m the Many Found in Texas Sm1. 
sides. They unloaded it near one north flood:"ay h~s any ~urfa~e This newly discovered meteorite some 
of the barns intending to use it stones. This particular field is - one of the three newest to be hall o 
:for a door 'stop and forgot the ' made up mostly of sand and found in Texas - now brings the not th 
matter until the ne~ day. As soon f sandy loam. total number of meteorite loca- He 
as Elmo told his mother about Buried Many Years tions in the state to over 80. Tex- drawn 
the stone they weighed it, and . Atbout a year before_ the_ meteor- as has the largest number of me- '.1nd d 
found it tipped the scales at 43½ 1te w~s plowed up this field was teoite locations of any state in the ,m the 
pounds. I 'en subsmled to a dep!h of almost Unted States, according to sta- 1 sc~D?i 
. The stone is 11½ inches long, ci f)a- ~wo feet. From the _d1ff~rent mark- tistics on meteorites. J1P; 
~d has a cil'C\Jll1ference of 26 ti a mgs on the meteorite it would ap- This one, however, is the first lgood J 
inches at its widest point· It is st Jur !pear they ~ere made by '" hard reported south of San Antonio ac- sometl 
oval with one flat end. jh eir or_ sharp_ implement su~h as, a cording to Mr. Monnig. ~ugh,~ 

Both suspected that it might be b 170 chis~! pomt. These markings a.so The specimen, which is the hon, 
a meterorite. Mrs. Wade had seenln furnish _ adequate proof that !he stony type of meteorite, has been 
some once in a museum in Mexi-! •re !°eteorite had been deeply buried officially designated as the "La Fe 
co City while vacationing with her 'p· JSS m t~e gro~d for many years Villa Meteorite of Hidalgo Coun-
husband, the late J .R. Wade Sr. B ,·11 bu_t _ finally m the proces~ of ~ub- ty, Texas" by Mr. Monnig. 

Opinion Sought ,a ~n- i smlmg the !and (the third time Given to College C 
Knowing of the observatory at ln lover a period _of 8 years) the The Wade family, consisting of 

Pan American college at Edin-, at sharp ~hisel pomts loosened the Mrs· J . R. Wade Sr., La Villa; 
burg, and of the ouJsta!1ding_ work ti at meteonte. ~•-.,...-'"'"" Howard of Mercedes; Mrs. Ben c:n'l..it 
of Dr. J. Lell Elliot m science, .F jon . I F. Freasier, Lubbock; J. R. Wade l'A>llle Hr 
:Mrs· Wade immediat~ly ~~ed " s Jr., Mercedes; Mrs. Martin Gl!-i- ~;~~ 
the college to ask their opm1on. C ser, Harlingen; Elmo of Mer- orange; 
Dr. Elliot, director of science and ' cedes; and Mrs. Bob Free, Sa- ~".ff.~r3 
'!lathematics, and Paul R. En~le, vannah, Ga., and their respective Derrale 

instructor of astronomy, tentatlv- qi ise families, have presented the me- Willie Alt 
ely identified the "rock" as being a teorite to Pan American college Mrs. _Alta a meteorite .. As soon as possible, st, where it can be used for educa- tt\c~if'½,~ 
qscar Monn~g of_ ~or~ Worth con- . tional purposes- Dr. Elliot and ~~~iva: 
firmed the identi;f1cat10!1 ll:fter he d1 JP)- Mr. Engle were chosen by the dalUI>e Sar 
came to the Valley. He is listed as Al l the donors to accept the gift on be-
one . of the four. outstandin~ me- of rrule half of the college. It will be M:~. ': , 
teonte experts m the Unite d U1 :>poly pla·ced on public display at Pan HBollrn to "t h · b d ' thi arngen, .:._ ates, avmg een omg s m . American college. Born to ] 
t1pe . of work ~or over 30 years. pi1 high Dr. Elliot, in accepting the gift Combes. ~ 

It 1s now fairly well agreed that en, · con- for the college stated that he Born to ! 
meteorites originate in the space fe, rece- hopes they wili be able to ac- B~~ ~"j 
b.etwetn the planets Mars and Ju- < on of quire a collection of meteorites San Benito . Th tw . th ,, Bornto p,1ter. ere are o maJor eor- th, , for the- college. If anyone in the Los Freslll' 
1~s about how they are_ formed- vei urt s Valley thinks he might have found s.!'~.J?o 

Sevenu Theones • mo- or owns a stone that could be a Born to 
One theory is that a "Lost Plan- p ·' ews- meteorite he is urged to examine dnguez. HI 

et" broke . up to form meteori!es c: and the surf~ces of the stone and H'i 
and_ asteroids - small planets ":Vith (J t the c O m p a r e it with surro11aiding 
qrb1ts between Mars and Jupiter. 8 gen- stones especially as to weight. M 

'Ij:ie other is that meteorites and :, Meteo~ites are much heavier than r1~a~~~ c 
asteroids are products of com-

1
~ , ec- stones of comparable size. If the Jose Ani 

sons between a number of small- ' o: I ct- specimen passes these tests the GL~~er: 
er bodes. .the owner or finder is urged to con- Tellez. Pru 

I t. t · l · m iled Brlgido ' nves iga ors m se_vera sciences tx tact Dr. Elliot or Mr· Engle of Delgado, i 
-:- astronomy, chemistry, geology, \B r a Pan American college. Leop0Jdo 
metallu,rgy. and physics - study/ 1 _______ dei.!~i';:"~ 
meteorites for information on con- ,, the ....--r-...., ..... ___ Candelana 
d.itions which existed at the time t u~•--•-
n+eteorites were made, changes 
sipce that time and the make-up \A 
of objects outside the world's YI 
realm. · 
. Silic¢ ·'the meteorites are thought f 

to be tfie ancient materials of oth- S 
er planets - perhaps similar to 
our own - scientists also study W 
them to learn about the interior Th'; 
of this planet. Those who have ~st11 
made a study of this claim that . an 
before entering our atmosphere, m~ 
a meteorite is a non - luminous sti 
object in space, Occasionally one ye 
o! these dark objects makes a T 
spectacular display when it col- yef 
lides with the earth's atmosphere. an 
The meteorites either explode, 
pass on through the atmosphere is 
anc vanish or fall to the earth, : 
as was the case of the one found wa 
here in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Old Meteorite ere 
• As to the age of the meteorite, l:y 


