
1957, I ay r- . 

'Ir . aul le, 
1601 \lllit i e, 
.. oA11 n, 

Dear Paul: 

First, a belated but he rtfelt thanks to you and your 
good wife tor giving up a week- end for our benefit. i,e great]¥ 
ap ciat d all that you did tor us, from .first securi the reserva
tion at that elegant tourist court right on down to going with me 
that 1st morning . 

I had intended toask you about an item I saw in the 
papers here jmt be.fore l av , co11cerning a "nvstery blast 11 in your 
region pril 4 (see clipping enclosed) . cf course the plane br aki 
the soun.1 barrier is obviouszy the most simple explanation., but I 
always wonder about the possibilityof a detonati meteor (especially 
in cloudy w tm r or in a region where the meteor is near th sun in 
the dayt and r.dght not be seen). Thrre was j t such an occurrence 
in Oklahoma s months ago (totally cloudy) and I wrote up sugge ting 
such a possibility. The papers printed nv idea but I n ver got aey 
evidenc fran aey one of a fireball or meteorite tall . .1.here appear 
to have been some damage in that instame and olaims re tiled against 
th gov rnment or ar.av. Some weeks tter the vent an arll\Y officer 
called me hop to get vidence of a fireball in order to refute the 
claims J he said areful investigation had been unable to est bllsh the 
presence of ey u rso planes in the area t the time . 

I have ver heard of an stablished case of a firebi.11 
shock wav braa windows; loo e plast r be dislodged is the extrema . 
However, no doubt if on were big no hit could do it (i .e . , iber n 
fireball of 19or) . Note tilched clipping peaks ot battered wimow 

nes--but of._ course that doesn• t prove it as true . Jo a lanes ome-
actual.4t. break window glas with eh k aves? 

An oh, yesJ the current issue of 11 Conswner Bulletin11 says: 
"Information just received indicates that, with use of s at belts, 
whiplash injuries tend to be ggravat d . 11--for t lt•s wort t 

I have not yet written Mrs . ! e, but think the time is 
now about ripe to do so . ilave you h rd anything more? I have only 
some of llG" pictures of the meteorite deTeloped, and as you would know 
from tru poor lighting , they are of only moderate quality . The big 
raim down there , by the way, should actual~ tend to expose an., other 
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teorites or ragmenta subject to being exposed by sudden washing or 
er;tosion. · 

You and Jua a might be interested to know that we 
patronized your nursery and picked up some 5 or 8 plant which ve 
ll firully be n set out up here ..and will doubtless thrive til l neat 

winter, when tl!ley will die--but they will be worth the small cost. 
That waa a good place you re!erred me to. 

A , ually, we never saw the sun on th t whole trip to the 
Valley, tho it did shine somewhat we kl,/ 1n S n Antonio the morning w 
were thru there . fe got home without incident except for running 
th u t rrific r ain in the lea nton region, just fore getting into 
S. • Not +ong after wu ot ba . h0r.1e and got thru the ster celebra
tion, yo11 are aware th~t the GR ; RAil5 set in, am they just bout 
a topped eTerythi for their duration. !e had over 23 inches i! some 
tvo we ka t a ranch property I own just west o! aco, an:i I read where 
La Ville had six inches in a sudden 'fall . 

Th abnormally clouey specll att~~ the raim just about 
ruimd th apparition ot Comet 1956 h . I tri aithful'.cy but did not 

to sea it until the evening of Monday, April , 2nd, when wo picked 
it up for so JO mirultes in the tvilight, 7.40-8.10, b tween cloud 
ba nka. A bright head and ort, broadening tail were 11 th t eTen 
binoculars revealed in the l'ighted sky ckground. o nights later, 
v, dnesday, ipril 24th, &ot our best view, and t t s well worth 
all th !'uti ettorts to • he c t ' s tail gradually lengthened 
as twi.liaht pened a d I am sur(9 it s e e~ 7-8 degrees, maybe 10; 
on the same ht a mber of the local astronomical group who saw it 

" frm a better location w st of to , a fr city lf&hts, reports a 
tail length of 30 degrees, and I can well b llev h1.1n. Cn thia night, 
atter it got rk enough, we suddenl3 becamo re of a marked jet 
exteMin.g unwards, tinall,) s en for aome 2 to 3 de es - most remarkable 
feature in · ri nee, tho I had r J of them. 

I got som photo•s th 24th by simply etti up 11'\Y f 2.o 
Leica with Tri-I film, all trailed, 5 econda to 2 minutes . They show 
the j t, am a surprisi113ly long tail. Tm- fter there wer good 
chances to see the comet until Sunda · ~.ay 5 (a few persons it in 
late, haey sq May 3 a 4), wb n I took 6 photos •a with the Scltnidt, 
no yet developed . eviasJ.¥ it bad not been high ·. enough for me to 
r each fro the location of our Schmidt. 

Di d you r eceive the!~ ksutov Club circulars which I sent you, 
and if they bl s ved your purpo e will you please return them to ? 
I bad you put on the list and yo should get a set of such circulars as 
were still available from Al McIntosh directly. Rva you decided to 
get in on the deal, or did the high price scare you oft? I' 11 be 
interest d to hear . 

This is qutie eno h for one ses ion, but 1•11 writ you 
ag in soon nd send the promis d descriptiv material n tho meteorites 
I left with you. 

Sincerel3', 
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