
Dr. c. c. ~Ue 
State Un1vers1t7 of Io 
lova City, Iova 

De r Sir: 

October 16, 1952 

• 

Since riting you, I did make a trip to Ardmore and actual.11 
v1ewe the !Ake ray me eorite. I am told that the s vas 
surrounded b7 about a six inch thick layer of oxide at the ti 
it vas excavated. This is what La Paz said fell all to pieces 
and came ott in spite of the eat e t care and efforts to pre
serve and keep it , and this no doubt is what leads to his 
estioa.te of an original higher eight that ould ma!Ce i t the· 
largest eteori~e of th1 t7Pe ever to b found. Hovever the 
actual iron core presucabl7 weighs only the 620 pounds hich 
he st ted to me over the phone it did. I t 'is about 2J inches 
long in two of the longest di ensions on one side, but the 
shape of this side is rough]Jt trapezoidal and one oft e saaller 
dicensions 1 about 16 inches. 1'i'he entire mass 1 about .S t o 7 
inches thick. 

I have not kept up 1th the et a1led technical art icles about 
class1tications of meteorites, bq-\ I have some 1 press1on that 
this 1s what used to be called a k ecclated hemhedrite. • I was 
s~r17 to ee te •granu1ar• co, into use, because grain to 

nae ar very s 11 and these sf)p&rate p1eees 1n the hexahedrites 
of this type a.re gener 11.y larger. There is 1s also the fur ther 
point vhic you centloned that th~se th1Dgs tobe called 
coar e octahedrites by so e aut horities. suppo e the dif-
ference hinges on the nickel content shown b7 analyst , sb.ce 
s I recall the hexahedrites have a fairly constant and ver, 

n&rrov percenta£,~ range . 

The Lake Murra, meteorite la, exposed in an erosion ditch, with 
the top about 5 feet below the adjoining land level. The land 
had been cultiv ted but 1s now back i n grass. The finder c 1.med 
he first sav the object and suspected its identity about 193), 
in the first ye r he moved on the land to vork i t, and has been 
telling people &bout 1t ever since! 

Yours sincerely, 
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