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While sea rching fo ,· shellfi sh at Lovina Beach in Bali , lnclonesia in 1981, a 13-year-old boy 
recovered an unus ual me1allic rock from tbc shallows. ] le knew no1hi11g abou1- me tcorit<'s~ 
had no idea what IJ1 ey looked like - but this did not prt'ven t him from carocs1·ly rcpu1·1ing ro 
l,is frunily that he found a rock from outer sp,1cc. Extrcnwly exotic, tJ1e rock looked nolhing 
like a11y 111c teorilc docnrnentcJ. \Vith lwo dozen uue-incl1 mclaUic pyrant.ids on a cural-l ike 
base, magical thinki.ng was s lrelched Lo il1e breaking point as tbis wnuld have lo be I.h e si ngle 
111ost u111.1sually sbaµed Tnct.corilc known to exist.. 

As Lhc years weut by. the boy was entirely contP,Ut liolcUng onto his Gnd. He moved to 
Canada wilh his family, kep i his rock in a tackle box m1cl wcnl to work in a ni cke l 1J1inc. h, 
2008 he ran int<) a paleontologist who introduced him to scientists al \Vest,;rn Ontario 
U11ivcrsi1y - thc sanw researchers who run thcAJI-Sky crunc,·a nel.wm·k which pi 11porn1cd 
the lo.-·aiion oflhc September 25tl1. 2009 Grimsby fireball. \Vhen th e rock's extralerres1rial 
origin was sciculifically coufirrned, the owne1· was n<>nplussed and late,· ,,onvc_ycd. "Over all 
these years, I1ve ne-ver had as much faith in an_ything as this b~ing a J11 f't-<~01·ite. 11 

A 11 alaxilc. Lovi.na is one of o nly a hru1cll'11 I of 1mdc-·rwatc r linds - aud !he 0111.)- find r ecovered 
from a body of wat e r where specjo1c11s from I.be srune event were not first rccove t-ed from 
Ilic slion·linc. Tiu· extraordina1y ziggttral (pyra,uic.fal } struclu1·es arc bcJicved Lo he rich i.11 
tcleataenitc.WitJ1 i1-s 34.5% nickel cont<'nt, Lovi.na has tbe 4th larges! nickel coJ1centi-ation 
of a ny m01corilc; as a result. ii was sclcc1 iveiy res istant to lh<' oxidizing effect of' I he tropical 
watnr~ i11 wrrich ii· was imfn~rscd (Or c-enturies. The inter11:1I structun~ ofl,ovin:t is only 
so mewhat less anomalous thnn its mal~hless ziggurats.An abundruice of globular lroilite 
11od u lP-s m·ganiz<·d i11 a novel latticework coruingle ·with simi la.rJy Ol'g;mizecl vugs - a 
conseque nce of lro ili te oxidalion. 

11 Tlw most hizmTC, Lu1reaJ 1net:eorilc l"'ve ever seen in 30 Jen l's 11 

- Marliu Cilz, Montana Meteorite Laborato,y 
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