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THE MACOVICH COLLECTION 
The largest and most celebrated collection of aesthetic iron meteorites in the world 

I~ PORTANT NOTICE 2 2110 

Lavina's Stature As A Unique Meteorite Reaffirmed 
Lo•Jma wa cert,f,ed a meteor, e by the Met eont,c I 
Soc iety' s Nomenclat re Co. m1 ee m 1008, an a 
sc1ent1f1c abstrnct on Lo11111a appeared later that >'ear m 
Lunar nd Planc!lrJ• Socncc (XXXIX) !n December 
2009. tw o researchers wo, dered 1f Lovrna might be an 
e;:ot ,c form o f ox1d1zecl stag (a byproduct of smellln T 

an fwther research mto its origins corr,m ice The 
wor 1ct·s foremos t ex er11n iron met eon es. John Wa sson. 

annow1cec! hr s findings 1n Fe uary 20 10 .. I am 
conv,nced Lovma 1s probably a meteori e, e·Jery smgte 
element 1s v,rtJHn the range commonly enco ntered m 
iron meteorites Metals that have been made by man will 
differ from meteorites 111 terms of several eten ents and 
element rati os·· •ndorse by i .e sc ientists who prompted 
tJ1e new 1nves11ga1,on. Wassor ·s ctaerrn111at1on reaffin eel 
Lovina· s s an ,hng s stngularly u 1q - iron rn eom -

LOVINA 
Bali. Indonesia I Found 1981 I Iron (ataxite, ungrouped) I 4780 grams 

"The most bizarre, unreal meteorite I've ever seen in 30 years" 
-Marlin Cilz. Montana Meteorite Laboratory 

While searching f9r shells at Lavina Beach in Bali , Indonesia in 1981 , a 13-
year-old boy recovered an unusual metallic rock from the shallows. He knew 
nothing about meteorites-had no idea what they looked like-but this did not 
prevent him from earnestly reporting to his family that he found a rock from 
outer space. Extremely exotic. the rock looked nothing like any meteorite 
documented. With two dozen one-inch metallic pyramids on a coral- like base 
magical thinking was stretched to the breaking point as this would have to be 
the riost unusually shaped meteorite k'lown to exist 

this being a meteorite 

An ataxIte, Lavina is one of only a handful of underwater f1nds-ano one of several exa<nples where there was not an 
additional meteorite from the same event first recovered from the shoreline. The extraordinary ziggurat (pyramidal) 
structures are be11eved to be nch tn tetrataenite With its 34.5% nickel content Lavina has the 4th largest nickel 
cor centratIon of any meteorite· as a result it was selectively resistant to the oxidizing effect of the tropical waters where 
after having been immersed •or centuries Out of the water Lavina Is stable and ext emely resistant to rusting; cut faces 

v d n d no us•· 19 fc yea, s fh internal structure of Lov1ra Is only sor1 what less anomalo JS than its matchless 
s fJ 1c an f ') 'Ju l nodL. ., " i L~- 1 ovel le tic worK c.omIr gle w•th sImI arIy o·ganized 

vug wnst qL ence f tro11ite ox d, 11 n 

"Luvma is unbelievable You can take whatever you tnought you knew about meteorites 
- and ilJust doesn't matter anymore." 

Robert Haag, Robert Haag Meteorites 

http:/ / www.macovich .com / Lovina.htm 

Dan Richer finder 
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Lunar and Planetary Science XXXIX (2008) 

In determining Lavina's station among meteorites, perhaps the best analog 1s the renowned Tucson Ring as both are heavily weathered iron meteorites (and nickel-rich ataxites) which feature 
extraord inary morphologies While the backstory to the Tucson Ring 1s rich in Americana, the following provides a useful comparison. 

TUCSON RING LOVINA 
Total Known Weight 975 kg 4.7 kg 

Found Tucson, AZ Bali, Indonesia 

Meteorite Type Ataxite (nickel-rich) Ataxite (nickel-rich) 

Percentage of Nickel 9,53% 34.5% 

Ranking in nickel-percentage of all meteorites 145 4 

Outstanding Feature (external) Hole (through one of the specimens) Pyramidal / Ziggurat structures atop the sole 
specimen 

Feature Created By Extended weathering in Arizona desert Extended immersion in Balinese tropical waters 

Has this feature been witnessed in other Yes, in many hundreds of specimens, but this is Never before seen meteorites the most spectacular example 

Meteorite finds recovered in a similar >15,000 1 
environment (desert vs. water) 

Outstanding Internal Feature None (contains silicates and pinheads cif sulfides) Lattice-like matrix of vugs and troilite 

Number of Masses 2 1 

Do circulated specimens originate from the Almost never The actual Tucson Ring specimen 

mass possessing the outstanding feature? hasn't been cut in decades, and the vast majority Yes 
of specimens are from the 287 kg Carleton mass 

The 287 kg Carleton mass could be entirely Only 2.1 kg will be available for institutions and 

Amount of material available to the public distributed without compromise to the renowned the collecting community. A 2.3 kg slab 

Ring specimen containing the pyramidal structures will be kept 
intact for museum exh ibition 

SPECIMENS FOR SALE 

COMPLETE SLICES I 
II SPECIFICATIONS II ] I SPECIMEN II SPECIFICATIONS I 

□::==========::====~I 
SPECIMEN 

l~=============;====l~=====l 
17 43r ams 

46 x 44 x 2mm 
■ 

[$: "';;J 

SOLD 

18.38 t ams 

53 x 37 x 2.5mm 
■ 

[$2~0/g] 

$4.575 

I!===========!~===~□:==========~~=====! 
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SPECIMEN 

19.65 i rams 

54 x 39 x 2mm 
■ 

[$250/g] 

$4,900 

J1 53 grams 
■ 

Heritage ■Auction. 

June 2010 

SOLD 
■ 

41 68 ~ rams 

54 x 66 x 2.5mm 
■ 

f$300/ri 1 

$12,500 

187.36.gra % 

78 x 61 x 27mm 
(end piece) 

■ [$175/g] 

$32.775 

L1 
□ 

□ 

□ 

3118 i rams 

63 x 58 x 2.5mm 
■ 

[$300/g] 

SOLD 

31 63 ~ rams 

63 x 59 x 2 5mm 
■ 

300/g] 

SOLD 

48.44 ~ rams 

69 x 56 x 4mm 
■ 

$3' lg] 

~14 525 

PARTIAL SLICES I 
11 SPECIFICATIONS 1[11 SPECIMEN II SPECIFICATIONS 1 

□::========~:====~, 

21 . 87 graris 
■ 

58 x 48 x 2mm 
■ 

[$350/g] 

$7.650 

13.97 grams 
■ 

39 x 22 x 2mm 
■ 

[$300/g] 

$4.175 

1r==============================,:=======:r01F===. •• ,w===,r=~~=11 
19.26 j rams 17 68 j rams 

http:/ /www.macovich.com/Lovina.htm 

52 x 36 x 2mm 38 x 41 x 2mm 
■ ■ 

[$300/g] [$350/g] 

$5,750 

12 98 qrams 
■ 

37 x 37 x 2mm 
■ [$300/g] 

SOLD 

f 6gra.,.,s 
■ 

J4 X 15 X 2mr, 
■ 

[$300/g] 

$1 950 

$6 150 

10 93 i rams 

52 x 22 x 2mm 
■ [$300/g] 

SOLD 

4.82 q1 ,ms 
■ 

20 x 16 x 2mm 
■ 

[$215/g] 

$1125 
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8.59 i rams 

35 x 24 x 2mm 
■ 

[$300/g] 

$3.000 

2 5 1rams 

27 x 12 x 2mm 
I 

[$300/g] 

SOLD 

2.65 grams 
■ 

15 x 10 x 2mm 
I 

[$250/g] 

$650 

2 09 i rams 

23 x 7 x 2mm 
■ 

$2 7 5 

SOLD 

LJ 
4.63 i rams 

36 x 15 x 2mm 
■ 

[$400/g] 

$1,850 

• 72 ii1 ams 

16 x 8 x 2mm 
I 

[$300/g] 

SOLD 

3.35 i rams 

23 x 14 x 2mm 
I 

[$275/g] 

$900 

4.489 ~ rams 

22 x 16 x 2mm 
■ 

<i;3')Q/n 

SOLD 

,:============:~=====:r01r==,•••==1r==:====11 
4 2 grarr 3. 79 grams 

http:/ /www.macovich.com/Lovina.htm 

■ ■ 
21x24x2mm 15x19x2mm 

I I 
1$300/g] [$275/g] 

$1,250 

4.24 grams 
I 

21 x 24 x 2mm 
■ 

[$300/g] 

$1,250 

□ 

METEORITES FOR SALE 

For more information please contact" 
Darryl Pitt, Curator of the Macovich Collection 
Tel: (212) 302-9200 • Fax (212) 382-1639 

SOLD 
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