
1956, July 25.

I have located yourletter, which w.td slipped. 
behind my piled-up de at home, and wan t to answer and
comment on a few points therein .

I have quoted your comments on the visual useof 
a Schmidt to the boy who was planning on tryingit . I 
think be had already co.rtvi!l-.ed himself it wasn't feasible; 
and will twy adapt his " p atus to photographic use.

Thanks for troubling yourself wi t h the proposittion .

I am interested in the fact that you and the U. 
of Neb. got such a different ground point for the c. 17th 
11 fall"". Mygeneral experience has been that independent
workrs ordinarily arrive at pretty much the same probable
"strewn field", a L Pax likes to call it. ( a some 
reason I don' t like that pl rase. ) In one Okla ha fireball
investication I " have quoted to you, Stockwell nd I
started form site sidesa met on the same fa r aa a
spot within probablyarea of fall. Wyliework the sa w 
object a f ew week later and diffeered from1 us somewha but 
I think our suspected areas o l have al l nearly erlapped 
withnot over 5 to 10 mile spreads t the most .

also wonder greatly at the action of the u. of N.

in advisingyou to cease a nd desist to void "hard eelings".
I have run • n'tio thi s atti ude some and have never understood
it . It f rankly makes me pretty furious and act lly at times
spurred me on the greaterefforts. I don' like an attitude 
on t a part of anyone, inuividual or institution, to the
effect that they have a pre-emptive t"ight to meteorite.

I r ecall offhand only one case where uch additional 
material was found near an old stone; nt's one the u . of Texas
has from Condho Draw, Glasscock County, Texas, if I remember 
aright. They have not published on it, but the investigator 
went back to Where the stone had been partly dug out of the 
ground, and by excavating around it found a line or material
including one or two fairly large pieces several feet away.
I don't recall the exact distances; I have them somewherei n 
t mess d-up notes; I believe it was maybe as much as 10 or 15 
feet. 



I t hink in the case juat mentioned, pi eces qf the stone 
had sheared due to the compressional effects of plowing 
into the ground ; the man who did the work had the very 
definite feeling that the stone f ell at a very low slope 
and with high speed. This is contrary to a lot of reports 
and opinions an many cases . I spit of what we read in 
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many learned papers , I still we on't know too much about
terminal velociti es on meteori tes. This meteorite e was 
something over 300 pounds, a, rather arge one found by a 
rancher who recognized t he partprotruding from the ground as
something unusual. 

I have the impr ession that Henderson any many others 
are not much interested in old stones. There seems to be 
little that they can do with them chemically because or the 
widespread oxidation, and aa I understand it petrographically 
water has actually percolated thru and thru the mass . I 
used to think that a stone of the kind you found was perhaps 
50 . to l00 years old., but the loonger I gathered meteorltes the 
moreI became convinced t heir time on earth has been nearer 
1,000 years or even mult ipl es of that.. . 

I 1 v ry sorry to hear some one .got off with your Norton 
specimen,. Do try to trail t he guy and get. it back, because 
that i t, a r ar e t hing and he didn•t treat you right by carting
i t off. 

More in due course . I run pleased to hear you are 
about to r e-mount the 10" . I may have mentioned to you 
that I have bad a 12" Pyrex mirror finished by Barnes, one 
of Alvin Clark Co . , but later on his own in Calilornia, for 
eome 10 years or so. I recently took steps \o have it 
mounted in a fiberglass tube, but I still have the problem 
of a mounting to overcome. l may temporarily adapt it to 

a n old Ford axle mount sti ll standing but now uselss at Las 
trellas. I t iB about an f 6.o with a big flat am really 

desi gned at one time for faint objects, such as variables and 
comets; maybe I can use a tmial l flat and work on Mars some 
this fall . Hopes spring et ernal- er i n astronomers'breasts!
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