
1947, Dec . 6 . 

Dear Dr. one.rd: 

,i I note your pl ea for a r e ort on t helO h m etlrig 
and ~"·, l try to get lt t o you , as r e que t ed . 

Of cour se I haven • t seen St oc \twa ll •s mete o:rit .\, 
f i nds ., but I h· ve hq d a l ong c ourse of corre sponde nc e wi t h 
h1~ and t he hot ogr q:hs look s o obv1ous ly rea l t t I a 
willi ng t o a c rd hln f ull f'a 1t h an d c red1t . I l a d 
you a r e r e pr inting t he note, and feel honored . 

Juanita and ! were delighted to hea r t ha t a l l 
, goes e ll w1th Rhoda and wi t h Fr ederick David . I - sure 

t h1s is qui t r nt1fy 1ng to a ll of you . 

1•ve been want 1ng to write you about 
1n your Co- ordina te Number Cat alog {I like it) . 

a.n entry 

a s1de r 1te f ro .eers , Okla . May I a s k the ource 
de t a i l s of ur i nforma tion? My r ea on for a sk1n 
fol l ows: : 

OU 11 t 
and 
1 as 

·hen I vi 1 ed t he u. s . a t 1onal s ome 8 or 10 y ar s a go, 
He nde r son · l d me they had a f 1le on a suppo e d a1der1t e 
f rom the r e , t he cor respondence having been bet een e rr1 l l 
and the f in r iho u l t 1a tely r e fused to send t he ma i n pi e ce 
1n to Wa s h1n t on . Me r r ill appa r e nt l y bel1~ve the mn te ria.l 
me te o r itic fro a s mall sample se nt h , b. a s I recall , t he 
sa . ple ha • no en pr ese r ved (perh.a pe use ·"' up i n t e ting) • 
. Tilt h Hender~o 'a pe r ulssi.on , I ent to . aers a nd a f e t -o 
r a the r ardu • ·eff ort s , r an down an old n ' r - do- e1el l se 1-
pros peotor . h.ad a llegedly dug up t he s 1x or seven piece s 
i n t he mountclns near Lawt on . He was llvin 1n one of t he 
di r t i est holes 1n La ton I ever hope t o pu t my foot in , a.nd 
had t he se t - n i n a burla p sap under h1s bed-- d been ca r ry
i ng t hem a ~oun w1t h hi m ev er s ince prior to 1915! He thought 
t he y were 1m ense ly valut3 bl e, and i t •tas only ·w1 t h the gr ea te.st 
diff iculty t t I persuaded hi m to let me bri ne, one hoe a s a 
sample f or t ating- -had to s 1gn a. re ceipt it :-> a wi tnes s a nd 
a ll t hat a rt of thi ng . I wa s much d l sappo l ed 1t didn't 
loo~ like .a ider1te at .a ll . i .y simpl e , kit a n- va r i ety n1c el 
t ea t came 0 1t nega tive and t he ground and pol i s hed s ur f ace of 
a sma ll s1de looke d l 1ke ca st 1ron to me . Ho ,ever , t o make 
doubt ly s r, I sent 1t to laehingt on, a nd Hander s pr onounced 
1t uon-meteo and r et ur ne d it t o me . I s ent it back t o 
t he ol d m n . I may not ha ve all t ne f a c t s exac 1, r 1 ht i n 
mymemory, nt this le t he s t or y ,. s ubs t a.nt1a lly l/· 0 /h . _. 
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