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·riIE WITNESSED . FALL AND 
RE.COVER Y OF METE_ORITES 

By Cyril Kova~ FGA.A. 
Kovac's Gems & Minerals, 

120-122 Commercial Rd., Prahran 3181 Melbourne, Australia 

It \\ :is a bright sunny morning_ at Ruf~y, 
.1.,ll " r..:w miles west of Murchison, Vic
• :i:u. Australia where it all happened. No 
,~ : within hearing could know that _the 
:'" ' ·c and quiet of that Sunday mormng, 
,~ : s rh of September, 1969 would sud-
1.i: nh' be disturbed by an· event unique in 
,', ;: ,1r:ilian history. 

Just before 11 a.m. a shattering sound, 
U c thunder but sharper and more intense, 
:""J.rc<l and echoed through the valleys and 
.u , •md the hills. When the roar had died I 
~ •n )' all began to wonder where it came I 
1, .. ,m. :ind to conjure up all sorts of ideas , 
u to what might have happened. ~ 

l hc local residents of the small town f 
,,f Murchison and the farmers and stock ! 
1.:. r\C rs in the area were the only witnesses • 
d Ml event that is unique anywhere in f 
~h~ world-the fall of a swarm of meteor- t 
::~ ~-but they hardly realized this at the _, ~ 

It was Supday so no one would be 
t-!.Hting. There was no gas storage tank 
,n the'. vicinity that could have exploded. ~ 
t~u l,: did the viewers realize at the time ~ 
t. c ~ignificance of what they had heard. ( ,, ., . , 

Tiic next day in Melbourne, while at (!h ·✓- · .-~ ...__ • , /; 
.,.o· k i k h h d th fi t ' " rl" ....... , '·· • · • •• • • , . n our roe s op,. we ear e rs i 1 ~< :\·; ___ :c.\>\. t1 "-".. . ,,,~ ,.. •. ,Jl;...:i~",.,,_..:,.,..'.,.,.~.-...-~ ........ "..::"""'·•-...1'f".1f , 
t!OC1•: s of the "somethmg" that had ex- r.k\:.-:·_•' / :' /' ·. t// ·· • .. , .... ,,..._,.._......, • • ·:---'"";, .. ? "JW""':- . , • 

t,rangc black ~eteonc matenal m a cow- ,t . _:-:::··.-.. .. ··. x • :. " . . ,, Ai:'i .... • ·.' ... • J ; .. •·, :·' '··:\. · ... 

r!oJcd in the sky. The papers published I ff '.;·:':,:·:-:)-.'· ,•y t:· I . .• • 1JP~ . ,;:1 • _·:_ ,-' , • 7 • . 
~=l.li ls of the findiflg of pie~es of a \ 1 · ;·:/i·:._:_·'..· · \ / ·.· . '_:- .. ··, f ·"'. .;:,.· .,"_r.\;,{.·.'·~:~•.:.-
p .n.l at ~lurch1son, and the stories began . i .,-.'.~\ ,: : , / _\ . ,· • ~: J;E,: ~ , .. ~ ... · ;;;.:,.: ~ .. ~'.l"'. • • • · 
to lhll!r ID. The black s~bsta~c~ soon was lf -, 'i • •• ~~ / ' ,r.. \;,_1[.,-:fi-J.r1/ :.· ~{~?:,~~f;','~'-:~;~~-~" _ _ """'"•'r'"":-1'.l< ... '1_ 
t-..k nt,tic~ as of meteonc ongm, and so 1 ·~·\--;r< -. tr--:, .,..___ ,·. , ,t_,,if (. .)/; f{'J. 'J',;,f"" .. • ,.:,: ''""" . • ... . · · ;: ; 
tbc stones we heard of smoke and flame ·,::_,;->., • r--:-.;.U / ~ - f . -· ,_._ --- ~~-,~ ·.:: • ·, :· r: v-~ ·=·;ri: ,. . · ·, .. -: i 
to l~e ~ky began to g_ain credi~ility. . . ·-f?"~ .•• ,.. ,..,,-,, •.:J';> ~ .. ~;-~~:,~-.. :; ,;_::;vf ,t'\;'t;: . t, {!'}~\\. ''.· ) ;~ 

\\ c listened to stones • of bnght lights • .: • · ' · ',:_-:;:,,' •• · '. ~~'."-~_ •• ··~- . : ~ - ' ~ -~> _ ~\;,_:,_-'0 ~ ,v.·.,," 
h d• f •..1,,• -• ·:.Z-- ~ --.o - ~ - -, - ,._~,....\ r:,, ' ,t , ,Ji,I,. .. l -

b !I • ;r;ff" - - V'- t•, .. ,.. •• ( -· -r • ,, ,\.,... ' 
1n_. t c ,stance that turned to smoke trail- 1· · · · -);c'.' ,a • fl'.• il;"i;,,(::-t.:i::: ·.,..., .......... :, / ;t_,\i--":~:>•;~-
m_. i a s of fire which disappeared into ·1 ~ '.;,.,.,;_?"'~'•~~~t..i-·- ,. ·.,,,r · ~ ; ,,\·\•\£,," ~;\'_·~-
""" 1ii·ng w"th fi I I · bl S • ·.' , .r,i.;.i -:,:;~. •~ ,., -- . .--:,• ·,. ••-:.•., • .....,, , ~ a na g onous aze. ome .• ,., -·::~.;,:;,;,\: 1,-1:. • ••• ':''·" · 

rr(~ cla1m~d t?, have seen as many as • ·f ," -' ~-
._ ' c somcthmgs, but an eye witness at . · · 
Mu,r~hison described how three objects, l ,; 

, t:u,g a considerable noise, attracted her I 
l Lcnt1on, -arid one appeared to explode , -~ '"' 
~ .ic,,, t overhead. One Murchison farmer ! 
•., : ut to have a quiet Sunday glass of ! 

oe-,;r, was so startled by the noise of the ! 
r..x-1c?ri1e that he dropped bottle and glass t 

,: Jf ~t~"~,~Y th~' m:'l:.'"tru';:::"~/P th~; L , J;:,_,,.~,,. .·,J,&a{>ii ' ''°, "'« A;,..,.,;,., ,<c • , !,,-c . ..-.;.-... ,...·.--,..-""""e.,,.;""""="""'"~ 
dnt:::il bornbing. Situated in a rich pas- PHOTOS ev GENE VERSTRAETEN 

'•-': .1 area 90 miles north of • Melbourne The pierced roof of a hayshed at Murchison, Australia, hit by a meteorite. 
•;,it,,I city in the state of Victoria thi~ 
t~~ countryside with its lush greed pas
t ; , and high crops of grain was about 

g_arn unexpected popularity. 
• !.I; Wednesday 1st October 1969 the 

hDme tbing" had been definitely identified 

,\.Pru:i. 1970 

and publicized as being "exciting 2.s moon
dust," by Professor Lovering, head of 
Melbourne University's Department of 
Geology. (Professor Lovering is one of 

three Australian scientists to receive moon 
rock samples from the Apollo 11 flight.) 

The Murchison countryside was invaded 
by geologists, university students (in 
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