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Regarding your suggestion t hat I send in to the M.s.c. 
more of my paper s, I beg you to look at the record of the editorie.l 
committee during the past five years. The pet½ name -calling and 
s mear campaign that has been directed at me has not merely killed 
my interest i n conbr ibuting to its publications but has just about 
destroyed my respect for t he soci~ty. An y society, which by the votes 
of 9 members and one visitor, can off icially ~ttac~ the reputation 
of one of its _founder's and then 18 months later rub salt into t h e 
yrnund as did the editor and h is buddy La Paz i n t h e cur1°ent issue of 
l'opular Ast r onomy , is not one to be proud of. Every memb'er present 
at the 1946 meeting was well i nformed that t he i mprovemen t in my 
booklet which La.Paz now credits to the action of the society had already 
been made months befor e #i "' '1/4,1. 
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Now futher on the mat er of my writings goin g into the 
Contributions: Th e last pape r submitted was turned dovm even after 
being read into the pr ogram of t he 1946 meeting. On the occasion of 
its reading you were the onl y one to comment on it and you spoke only 
favorably concerning it. The discussion which followed all r elated 
to my booklet. 

That t he pair wh o perpetrated t he cr i me vrhich followed 
were out to do me injury was a mp l y demonstrated by t he fact t hat the 
vote was taken a f ter t h ey were informed t hat t h e modification advocated 
by all of you had al ready been made . 

I rea.d another paper mt t hat meeting answering two pubJ.i shed 
attempts to discredit my desc r iption of t he Puente-Ladron meteorite. 
Without my permission t he editor subse quentl s ent my ms . to l a Paz in 
or der t hat he mi ght publish a rebuttal in the sa,me issue that my paper 
appeared. Th en t he editor off icially closed the cont r i butions to any 
further discussion of t he Pue nte-Ladron. The discussion s hou ld have 
been closed much earlier, so f ar as t hat is 6onc erned, because the 
man who stirred up all t he argument never had s h own enou gh regard f or 
scienti f ic accurac y to come and see the specimen a bout w~ ich he was 
writing . He has now written t he 11 fi na l wordn and has not yet seen the 
specimen, which is not a ve r y ggo~ wa y for an e dit or to close a discuss
ion. I regard this procedure a s an unpardonable breach of editorial 
e~quette. The aspect of the meteorite whi ch was brough t under dis
cussion i n t his dispute is one which ca n only be settled by inspection 
of t he specimen itself and by a f ield sur ve y . The critic had done 
neither of t hese things up to t he time of h is 2nd . paper . I t ink he 
has since been to the f ield . 



r 

'11h is same babi tus 1 c r itic of the Nininger papers s.tt e]Jppt ed 
to discredit m. re c ording of another me teor i te found i n Cowley Count y , 
Kansas, a gain with out seeing it . He boldly announced that he would 
hav e to answer my paper on the Eaton , Colo., me teorite, but I u rged 
him to see it before attempting to wr i te a bout it . Aft er h e had passed 
up severa l i nv itations to see it, I f inally t rans ported it 52 miles 
to s how i t to h im, a fter which be admitted t hat seeing it had changed 
bis mi nd . 

I ha ve the h i gh est res pect f or discussions wh ich a re 
aimed at c lar i f ~ing scientif ic questions but I ha v e never s een much 
va l ue i n t he argument s whi ch occ upy t he average s pit-and - whittle c lub 
a nd I ha ve even less reppect f or t h ose, t he objec t of wh ich is to t ea r 
down a reputation . 

No , Osc a r, until there is a definite change of pol ic y 
i n the editorial de partment of The Ivleteoritical S oc iety , my pape r s 
s ha ll go e lswwhere . 

Regard i ng t he 2nd . and 3rd . pa r agraphs of your letter 
written from the sec r etary ' s of fice, I hav e been conc erned as much as 
you have, I am sure . And we are d oing everyt h ing in our power to get 
t h ings sha ped up for the writing of a vo l ume alon t hat l ine . Frank l y , 
no great er barrier has ever c ome in my wa ;! t han lVl .s . Sine e t h e 1946 
meeting , my nerves have been i n such a sta te t hat t he onl y wa y I can 
h old mys el f together is t o enga ge i n f ield work . Even the mus eum work 
I cen stand only by s h ort s h i~ts. Most of my life I have lived with 
out enemi es . .And suddenly to realize tha t t hose whom I had r egarded 
as my best fr iends wer e out to destroy my life - vrnrk, has been just 
a bout · t he f atal dose. Had the new museum vent ure not proven so s ucc ess
f ul I t h i nk t he s h ock of Sept. 9, 1 94 6 would just ab out ha ve fin ish ed 
me . 

The current issue of P.A. and thi s l etter have me al l ne r ves 
again but in a f ew mi nu t es I will be out on the crater r i m with a 
detector and that wi ll start t he nerve - quieting pr ocess,end i n a week 
or so I'll be l evelled off a gain . 

Any change i n my relations to the M.s . other t ha n my ant ici
psted resignation must b e i n i t ia ted b y t ha t or gan izat ion . I f , and when, 
I resignJ the whol e mess y business wi l l be laid be fore each member of 
t he s ociety . 

Dr . King s aid to me a ft er t h e 1946 meet ing that such a dis
a greement wa s not hing to be brough t out into a meeting of that k i nd 
a nd no subject fo r any action s uch a s was t aken but he ha s a pparent l . 
not seen f i t to do anyth ing to correct it . 

I had t h ought lately t ha t i f t he next meeting were in 
Flagstaff I would ma ke one mor e eff ort to participate. I hsve car r ied 
on rather ext ensive research i nt o t he dist r i bution of me ta l lic and 
oxidi zed meteor ites around t h e cra te r and i n co l laboration with oth er 
institutions have ga t hered conside ra ble inf ormation on meteor ite oxides 
but t h is new opening up of t he doings of Sept . 9, 1946 has k illed my 
interest i n t he a ttempt . 

I shall leave t he ans , ering of your other letters until late r , 
exce pt to say t hat t he Lee de y stone arrived sa f ely and is on exhibit 
under g l a ss. The sending of it c ollec t was entirely correct, as is also 
the restat ement of our joint owners h ip of t hi s f i ne s pecime n. 

cc. to Dr. King & Dr . 
S incer ely , fa~ 

Le onard / 
I .I 


