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ABSTRACT 

 

The Coin Collector is a short film that follows the story of a handful of people discussing the 

mystery behind a strange man who wanders around town carrying a giant canister of coins on his 

back. Everyone has a unique tale about him, but as the story unfolds, we get to uncover just who 

The Coin Collector truly is. It is ultimately a story about humanizing people we deem as 

outcasts. The project was designed to give myself and other film majors experience in taking a 

movie from script to screen. This process included budgeting, auditioning, filming, and editing. 

As director and producer of the project, I had to oversee every step of pre-production, 

production, and post-production. A proof of concept for one scene was shot and edited in 

October of 2023. The rest of the film was shot in February of 2024, with a final edit completed in 

April of 2024. 
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LINK TO FINAL FILM 
 

https://youtu.be/CUX0FSnUh1U 

 

 

 
  

https://youtu.be/CUX0FSnUh1U
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PRODUCTION HISTORY 

 

 
 

 

Project Origin 
 

Early Development 
 

This project began when I was first working on an annotated bibliography with Richard 

Allen, where I studied the history of screenplay development. Early on, I had pitched the idea of 

making the second half of my departmental honors fulfillment focus on producing an original 

short film through the FTDM department. I had made a handful of short films in the past with the 

Student Filmmakers Association, and I wanted to try my hand at something bigger. We then 

brought Charles LaMendola and Chantel Carlson onto the project, and under their guidance, I 

began developing a film based on a short script I had written titled The Coin Collector. 
 

Premise 
 

Since its inception, The Coin Collector always followed the story of a handful of people 

talking in a diner one night, sharing tall tales about a mysterious man named “The Coin 

Collector”, who is said to wander the streets at night with a giant canister of coins on his back. 

The project started when I one day drew a strange man with a giant glass backpack filled with 

coins. I began asking questions about who this character could be. What was his backstory? 

What was his perspective on life? These questions became the foundation of the script, as the 

story centers around these characters debating their different perspectives on the mysterious 

urban legend. One sees him as a ghost. Another views him as a dangerous hermit. Still, others 
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believe him to be a superhero. But as the story unfolds, we discover that the mysterious Coin 

Collector’s true identity blurs the line between fact and fiction. 
 

 

Pre-Production 
 

After a few months of trying out different drafts and directions for the story, we finally 

settled on a screenplay that was around 20 pages long. With this, we could finally begin pre-

production. Pre-production is the planning stage of filmmaking. This includes script breakdowns, 

crew assembly, casting, location scouting, budgeting, storyboarding, prop building, and costume 

designing.  
 

Assembling a Crew 
 

Producing a short film requires a crew. My Executive Producer was Charles LaMendola, 

who helped us set deadlines for shooting the film. Planning the actual shoot was in my hands as 

Director and Producer of the film. To complete this complicated project, I worked with Gabriel 

Macias as my Director of Photography, who is in charge of creating the look of the film, and 

Victoria Woodworth as my Assistant Director, who is in charge of organizing our actors, crew, 

and schedules. 
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Casting 
 

A film cannot exist without actors to bring a script’s characters to life. For this project, 

we had the incredible opportunity to work with a professional acting studio in Dallas run by 

Nancy Chartier, a friend of TCU. Those who audition will read a brief portion of the script (this 

script portion is called a side). This helps us understand if the auditioner fits the role. An 

example of one of our auditions can be seen below. 

 

https://youtu.be/gIHzZQozUNw 

 

 
 

Location Scouting 
 

We then needed to figure out where we would be shooting our film. The Coin Collector 

required a handful of locations, including a diner, a bridge, a bus stop, a river, a neighborhood, a 

house, and an alleyway. The purpose of location scouting is to figure out the logistics of filming 

at any given location, including where to plug in lights, where people are going to park, how 

audio will sound, what time of day the shoot will take place, and permit requirements. Not a 

single moment a scene can begin shooting until you have answers to all of these questions. 

 

 

 

   

https://youtu.be/gIHzZQozUNw
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Budgeting 
 

Movies cost a lot of money. A key step of pre-production is listing out every prop, 

costume, equipment, and space rental on a spreadsheet such as the one below. The entirety of our 

funding came from the Honors Department, with the film requiring a budget of about $2400. 

 

 

 
 

 

Storyboards and Animatic 
 

The goal of storyboarding is to explore the visual storytelling of the film. It is essentially 

a simple “comic book” version of the film where you play around with different camera angles 

and actor positions. You can then combine all this into an animatic, which is a rough edit of your 

film using just the storyboards. With this, you can play around with the atmosphere and pace of 

your film before even stepping foot on set. It’s incredibly beneficial to understanding the 

emotion of your film before you start production. 

 

https://youtu.be/X6lnLNHwcME 
 

          
 

 

https://youtu.be/X6lnLNHwcME
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Production Design 
 

One of the final aspects of pre-production is prop building and costume design. One of 

the most challenging aspects of this project was designing the coin canister, which I eventually 

decided to build myself. It utilizes a 6-gallon plastic carboy and a few hundred plastic coins to 

create the illusion of a giant glass canister of coins. Most of it is hollow on the inside. 

Meanwhile, the coin shooters are simply painted disk launchers. When we finally had our cast 

assembled, we were able to find costumes that best fit the cast’s personalities. 
 

      
 

 

Production 
 

October Filming: Proof of Concept 
 

By late September of 2023, the project had become so large that my project advisor and I 

were struggling to see if the project was even achievable in a single semester. We were getting 

ready to film, but our budgets hadn’t been greenlit yet, our locations were still being confirmed, 

and our crew availability was still uncertain. So, Dr. LaMendola and I came to a compromise: we 

would film a proof of concept for the movie. If all things went well and if our budget was 

completely approved, we would complete the rest of the film in the spring semester. And that’s 

exactly what we did.  

 

We filmed one scene of the script (Scene 12). The scene is close to the end of the story 

and is where we get to learn who The Coin Collector truly is. We filmed it on campus at the bus 

stop near Palko Hall. TCU PD helped partially block off the street. We learned a lot from this 

one scene. Some of the lessons I learned included the importance of rehearsing more with your 
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actors. We only got to rehearse once with our two leads due to scheduling conflicts, but from this 

one scene, I knew I would want to rehearse more in the future. In contrast, we did a tremendous 

amount of planning for our lighting by testing out equipment at the location a few nights before. 

We would end up repeating this process for almost every other location in the film. 
 

 
 

Spring Filming 
 

By January 2024, we had our budget completely approved and our schedules confirmed 

for the rest of filming. However, despite our months of planning, we still had a few unexpected 

setbacks to overcome. The first of these was one of our lead actors having to drop out two weeks 

before filming due to a family emergency. Thankfully, we had enough time to send a casting call 

to the TCU Theater Department, and within a few days, we got one of our very own TCU 

students, Bradley Huffman, to fill the role. However, just a week before we were scheduled to 

film, one of our other lead actors unfortunately had someone pass away in their family. As such, 

we reached out to one of our other previous auditioners, Sumit Shah, to fill the role. On top of all 

this, we had to rework our equipment budgets and rental plans due to unforeseen circumstances 

in booking equipment at the very last minute. Despite these unexpected events, we pushed 

through and finally started filming in late February 2024. 

 

We filmed over two weekends. The first weekend focused on filming all of the scenes 

that took place in the diner, which is where all of our characters share their stories on The Coin 

Collector. Only a few problems presented themselves when filming, including having to avoid 

our reflections in the windows and learning to deal with an extremely loud ice machine in the 

background. Still, filming in the diner was one of the most rewarding moments of the entire 

project. It was the first time all of our actors got to meet in person. We had most of our rehearsals 

over Zoom, and even then not everyone could meet at the same time. But for a brief moment, 

everyone got to interact, and the energy was truly electric. 
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The following weekend focused mostly on the flashbacks that occur in the film, the first 

of which was filmed just near TCU. It’s a mysterious scene where the Coin Collector darts out 

from the shadows. It was here that our main Coin Collector actor got to meet his stunt double, 

who we used for the more physically taxing scenes.  

 

 
 

The following day we filmed on the soundstage in Moudy South shooting a fun action 

sequence where The Coin Collector saves someone’s life. What’s most intriguing about shooting 

this day was that we filmed for about 5 hours, yet the final scene is only a minute and a half. This 

ratio puts into perspective the sheer number of hours that go into even the briefest of scenes in a 

movie. 
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Later in the afternoon, we filmed at Trinity River, where once again our stuntman for the 

Coin Collector came in to cross the slippery rocks of the river. The biggest challenge of this 

location was that we were filming at sunset, meaning we were constantly racing against daylight, 

but thanks to our assistant director, we stayed on schedule and finished right before nightfall. 

 

 

 
 

The last day of filming included a handful of extra shots at Trinity River and on campus, 

including cameos from Dr. Timmer and Richard Allen. At the end of Sunday night came one of 

our most unique shooting locations: The Stockyards. There is a small but important moment in 

the film that takes place in an alleyway, but finding an alley near TCU turned out to be 

challenging. Thankfully, we found the perfect business to film behind in The Stockyards here in 

Fort Worth, and late on the night of Sunday, February 28th, we completed the film. 

 

 

 
 

Post-Production 
 

The filmmaking process would not be complete without post-production. It is here that 

you begin to finally put the movie together through editing. After experimenting with a few 

rough cuts with different levels of pacing, I screened a cut of the movie to my advisor and a 

handful of friends. After getting their feedback on the emotional arc of the film, I returned to edit 
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the final cut of the movie. From here, I began working with Kyle Cornelison and Chase Morrison 

to compose an original score. While they worked on writing music, I spent a few weeks doing a 

final sound mix. Minimizing the volume of the ice machine in the background of the diner was 

one of the most difficult parts of the editing process for me, but thanks to the help of Adobe’s 

Voice Enhancement programs, I was able to save the audio. I also spent a long time adding 

atmospheric noise and sound effects to make the film more immersive. After getting the music 

and sound effects finalized, I could focus on doing a final color grade for the film.  

 

 

 
 

When all was said and done, the film was finally ready to screen publicly. We premiered it on 

April 30th, 2024 on TCU Campus with a very positive reception, followed by another screening at TCU 

SFA’s Spring Premiere at The Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth. Getting to watch a film that you have 

poured hours into with an audience of so many people is always an incredibly rewarding experience.  
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Conclusion 
 

This project has been a long journey, and none of it would have been possible without the 

mentorship of Charles LaMendola, Richard Allen, and Chantel Carlson. Moreover, I am 

extremely thankful to the TCU Student Filmmakers Association for coming together to work on 

this film. The Honors Department was always completely supportive as well, as has every faulty 

person, friend, and family member who continually encouraged us throughout the project. The 

film is ultimately a testament to constantly moving forward, no matter the circumstances. To be a 

filmmaker is to be a problem solver because if you can’t find solutions to problems as they arise, 

you will never have a finished film. The Coin Collector itself is a story that believes in always 

looking for hope and humanity in the world, which is an attitude that has been crucial in 

completing this film. Thanks to optimism and cooperation, we pushed through every roadblock 

on this project and came out with a finished film that I and everyone who was a part of it can be 

proud of.  
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EXT. STREET - NIGHT1 1

The city is asleep.

In a dimly lit neighborhood walks a teenage BOY. The boy 
passes under a streetlamp.

But as he walks away, a quarter suddenly drops onto the 
pavement.

He turns around. He stares at the coin, confused. Stepping 
toward it, he kneels down to pick it up.

There's a deep howl in the wind. The boy looks back down 
the street.

In the distance appears a man's silhouette. The boy 
squints.

Then the silhouette darts toward him like a demon.

The boy flinches, tripping backward and shutting his eyes, 
the wind howling seemingly louder. But the wind stops.

He opens his eyes. His eyes widen in terror.

Above him stands the obscured face of a stranger - THE COIN 
COLLECTOR. He carries a heavy glass canister of coins on 
his back. There are easily hundreds of coins twinkling 
inside the glass canister, clanging as he takes a step 
forward. He wheezes and puffs.

Then, the streetlight flickers off into darkness.

HARRISON (V.O.)
And just like that, the boy and The
Coin Collector were never seen
again.

DANIEL (V.O.)
Woah.

INT. THE DINER - NIGHT2 2

Investigator HARRISON, a rugged man, chuckles and takes a 
sip of coffee. He sits in a booth. The young waiter DANIEL 
has pulled up a chair, smiling and shaking his head at 
Harrison's story. NICK, dressed in construction gear, sits 
across from Harrison in the booth.
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NICK
That's B.S.

HARRISON
But it's a good story.

DANIEL
That's wild.

Harrison laughs. JENNY passes by to take Harrison's empty 
plate.

JENNY
Please don't scare off Daniel, he
just got here.

HARRISON
Sorry, Jen.

She walks off with his plate. She's on the younger side and 
wears a tag with her name on it. Jenny goes into the 
kitchen while the others continue in the back.

DANIEL
Were the people ever found?

NICK
Don't listen to him, Harrison just
likes telling ghost stories.

HARRISON
Watch yourself. Never know when
you'll be Coin Collector's next
victim.

Jenny rearranges some things as she listens. She's amused, 
yet distant, like she's distracted.

The others continue.

NICK
Look, he was just some bum. Crazy
people like him are a dime a dozen.

HARRISON
Dime you say?

Nick ignores the joke. Daniel pours Harrison a refill.

NICK
Still... I always wondered why he
did it - the coins.
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HARRISON
Hm. Hey, Daniel, if you want to
hear a first-hand account on The
Coin Collector, then Nick's got
quite the tale.

Daniel turns to Nick.

DANIEL
You've seen him?

Nick hates being put on the spot by Harrison.

NICK
...Yeah. Once.

Daniel leans in, intrigued.

EXT. THE LAKE - DAWN3 3

FLASHBACK. A pickup truck pulls up to the side of a pond. 
It parks and out comes Nick.

NICK (V.O.)
A while back we were contracted to
drain the lake near the Sanchez
tollway. One morning I arrived
early at the site to check
something out.

Nick walks down toward the pond. He pulls out a cigarette 
but abruptly stops to stare at the other side of the water.

NICK (V.O.)
But when I got down there... I saw
him.

The Coin Collector stands on the other side of the pond. He 
wades through the shallow end of the water, looking for 
something. Nick's eyebrows furrow.

NICK (V.O.)
He had like a huge green coat and a
bit of a beard. I figured he was
homeless.

The Coin Collector takes some coins out of the water. Nick 
needs him to clear the area.

NICK
Hey! You can't be here!
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The Coin Collector turns to him and freezes, staring at him 
like a deer in headlights.

NICK (V.O.)
But when I tried to get him to
scram... he just... stared at me.

Nick stares back at him.

Suddenly The Coin Collector takes a step towards Nick - and 
Nick flinches back an inch. The Coin Collector notices and 
doesn't take another step. Instead, he turns around and 
slowly leaves.

INT. THE DINER - NIGHT4 4

CUT BACK TO THE PRESENT. Daniel stands next to Harry giving 
him a refill.

DANIEL
Were you scared?

NICK
No! But come on. I've met homeless
people like him before. You give
them an inch and suddenly they
never leave you alone.

HARRISON
Sounds like you were scared.

NICK
Oh, so I'm the weird one? Come on,
guy has psychopath written all over
him.

Harrison rolls his eyes.

QUINCY
Umm, 'scuse me.

From the booth behind Nick sits someone else - the 
scatterbrained woman QUINCY.

QUINCY
I think you have the man pegged all
wrong.

HARRISON
(chuckling)

Here we go.
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QUINCY
Don't laugh Harry, you've had your
fun, now let me have mine.

Quincy gets up and moves to Harrison's table, shoving her 
way next to Nick.

QUINCY
Hi - Quincy. Look, Harry and the
rest of the public will tell you
all about how ominous this guy is,
right?

HARRISON
I never called him ominous.

QUINCY
But! I know what he really is.

DANIEL
What?

QUINCY
(whispering)

...He's a vig-i-lan-te!

INT. OFFICE - DAY5 5

CUT TO a random MAN in his office opening up a tabloid 
magazine, the camera zooming in on the front cover with the 
headline: "COIN-MAN SAVES MY LIFE?"

QUINCY (V.O.)
You probably missed my segment over
it in my very own magazine, but I
assure you it was a riveting story!
I was coming home late one night...

INT. A HOUSE - NIGHT6 6

FLASHBACK. Quincy walks up to open the front door of her 
house.

QUINCY (V.O.)
And when I opened the front door...
There were TWO burglars trying to
rob my house.

In her living room stands two ROBBERS carrying a TV. She 
screams and the two drop the TV. Then they draw their guns.
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Quincy screams and drops her purse, raising her hands.

QUINCY (V.O.)
But when I dropped my purse, a
handful of coins burst onto the
floor... that's what signaled him
to arrive.

Suddenly, a loud bang comes from another door in the room.

A foot kicks open the door. The burglars are startled. Then 
enters The Coin Collector. He stands up proudly like a 
superhero. The burglars are as confused as they are 
terrified.

QUINCY (V.O.)
And there stood the man himself...
The Coin Collector!

The burglars immediately point their guns at him.

QUINCY (V.O.)
Little did they know The Coin
Collector had weapons of his own.

The Coin Collector whips out two guns, both of which have 
chords that connect back to his canister. He raises them.

QUINCY (V.O.)
And so a shootout commences!

Yet, instead of firing bullets, the guns shoot coins. The 
coins absurdly fly across in slow motion.

QUINCY (V.O.)
Next thing I knew, the criminals
were on the retreat.

Quincy gets up from hiding. Her front door is wide open, 
the criminals and The Coin Collector gone. She goes to the 
doorway to look outside, and at the end of the sidewalk 
stands The Coin Collector. He waves at her. Then he leaves.




INT. THE DINER - NIGHT7 7

CUT BACK TO THE PRESENT.

QUINCY
And thus, my life was saved that
very night.
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HARRISON
...That never happened.

QUINCY
It absolutely did!

HARRISON
Coin shooters? You want me to
believe coin shooters? And why
didn't you ever report the robbery
to the police?

QUINCY
I withhold the finer details to
protect his identity.

HARRISON
Ha! Okay. Sure.

Quincy takes offense to his patronizing tone.

QUINCY
Wannabe detective.

HARRISON
Tabloid writer!

The tables go silent. Nick and Daniel would rather not 
press further on Harrison and Quincy's history together.

DANIEL
Uh, let me get you a refill.

Daniel walks off. Quincy sighs.

QUINCY
Still... I only wish I could have
told him thank you.

Harrison looks back at her. He doesn't believe Quincy, but 
the remorse in her voice signals to him that maybe there is 
some truth to her absurd story.

HARRISON
Well, either way, we can certainly
agree he was a man larger than
life.

On the other side of the diner stands Jenny. She stares out 
the window at the bus stop across the street.

There's no one there.
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Her mind seems preoccupied as she stares into seemingly 
nothing.

Meanwhile, Daniel pours Quincy a refill.

QUINCY
(to Daniel)

And you. What's your name?

DANIEL
Uh, Daniel.

QUINCY
What's your story?

She invites him to sit down. He does.

DANIEL
Oh, uh, well I'm new to the city
and I started working here two days
ago.

QUINCY
Ahhh, so that's why you're new to
The Coin Collector mythos.

HARRISON
Hope you aren't already tired of
seeing our faces, let alone hers.

(motions to Quincy)

DANIEL
Do you all come in often?

QUINCY
We do. The diner is a great place
to find stories.

HARRISON
Mhm, it's true. In fact, it was
about a year ago now that I started
investigating The Coin Collector.
It's how I met Quincy and
eventually Nick.

He takes a sip.

HARRISON
Alas... My investigation on The
Coin Collector has reached a dead
end.

Daniel is disappointed to hear such but stays optimistic.
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DANIEL
Oh, well I mean anything's
possible, right? Maybe you'll still
find him one day.

Harrison doesn't say anything. Daniel wonders if he said 
something wrong. Quincy and Nick also shrink in their 
seats.

DANIEL
What?

Jenny walks up to all of them.

JENNY
...Coin Collector's gone, bud.

Everyone is surprised to see Jenny enter the conversation. 
Daniel is confused.

HARRISON
Aye.

Jenny leaves again. Daniel wants answers.

DANIEL
Gone?

Harrison nods.

HARRISON
Six months ago, I was researching
reports about the so-called Coin
Collector in this city. It was
going to be an exciting entry in my
investigative career.

Daniel listens. The others know the story all too well.

HARRISON
I heard a lot of stories. Some of
them are the ones you've heard
tonight... But then came the night
of October 8th.

CUT TO a bridge at night. Gunfire is heard.

EXT. THE BRIDGE - MORNING8 8

FLASHBACK. Harrison walks underneath the bridge, following 
along the stream of water.
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HARRISON (V.O.)
Someone had heard gunfire down by
Chisholm Bridge. I joined the
police the next morning to
investigate and...

A police officer walks up to Harrison. He's holding 
something.

HARRISON (V.O.)
It was him.

The police officer holds the remnants of The Coin 
Collector's canister, now shattered and barely 
recognizable.

HARRISON (V.O.)
...Forensics had found more
shattered glass and blood at the
top of the bridge. They think
someone attacked him and... pushed
him off.

INT. THE DINER - NIGHT9 9

CUT BACK TO THE PRESENT. Daniel is chilled.

DANIEL
Why?

Harrison shrugs at the senselessness of the crime.

HARRISON
Homicides against homeless people
are more common than you'd expect.
Most of the time people think
homeless folk are the people to be
afraid of. But really, it's us.

Daniel is shaken.

HARRISON
The killer was never found. The
police didn't even care.

Jenny sits in the back of the room, almost hiding.

QUINCY
It's a terrible thing.

Harrison nods.
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DANIEL
Can't believe people could be so
cruel.

NICK
No?

Harrison glares at Nick.

NICK
I mean really, is anyone surprised?

HARRISON
What are you getting at?

NICK
All I'm saying is if maybe The Coin
Collector hadn't drawn so much
attention to himself-

QUINCY
Jesus, have some humanity.

NICK
Okay, but come on... He couldn't
have been so naive. We live in a
cruel world with terrible people.
Meanwhile, The Coin Collector's
walking around like he's some kind
of, what, Batman? Why?

JENNY
Because that's who he was.

The others turn to Jenny in the back, surprised to hear her 
speak up.

Jenny can't hold it in anymore.

JENNY
...And he wasn't a freak or some
superhero... I don't even know if
he was homeless...

HARRISON
Jenny, you don't have to share if
you don't want to.

She shakes her head and stands up and starts walking toward 
the others.

JENNY
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No. Daniel should hear the whole
story.

DANIEL
...You knew him?

Jenny glances at Harrison, signaling him to start the 
story. The others look to him.

HARRISON
...6 months ago, when the incident
at the bridge happened, I looked
around trying to find any leads on
The Coin Collector. Something on
the attacker. A witness. Anything.

Quincy nods.

HARRISON
Then one day, I walked in here.
Into this diner. And that's when I
met Jenny...

Jenny stands to the side.

HARRISON
...The last person to ever see The
Coin Collector alive.

Daniel is amazed and turns back to Jenny.

DANIEL
No. Were you there when the
incident happened? Were you able to
identify the killer? Did you-

Jenny raises a hand to slow Daniel down. She pulls a chair 
up to the booth, sitting in the middle of everyone.

JENNY
As much I wish I could say I was
the key to solving the case, or had
some useful tip to give... I didn't
see any of it.

Daniel is a little disappointed.

DANIEL
Oh. So... what did happen?

Jenny thinks back.

JENNY
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...Just a small conversation.

INT. DINER KITCHEN - EVENING10 10

FLASHBACK. Jenny opens a backdoor into the kitchen. She's 
on the phone while tightening her apron. It's smoky and 
loud.

JENNY (V.O.)
I started working at the diner a
year and a half ago.

JENNY
(on the phone)

Yeah, I know... Yes, I promise I'll
be able to pay tomorrow, but I-

Jenny's MANAGER passes by.

MANAGER
Jen, I told you no phone calls on
duty.

JENNY
But it's about my car-

MANAGER
Jenny, off! Now!

Jenny hangs up.

JENNY (V.O.)
I was struggling with rent. My car
was dead. I just... wasn't in a
good place.

CUT TO Jenny taking out a trash bag from the bin.

EXT. ALLEY - EVENING11 11

Jenny exits into the back alley and tosses the trash into 
the garbage bin.

She lets out a sigh. Then she takes a step back, leaning 
against the cold brick wall.

It's quiet outside. If only for a moment, Jenny can ignore 
everything and just breathe.

Beat.
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EXT. THE BUS STOP - NIGHT12 12

Jenny walks down the sidewalk, her face drained. She 
approaches the bench of the bus stop.

Jenny takes a seat on the left side of the bench, alone.

A long moment passes as Jenny becomes lost in thought. Her 
focus is interrupted as she hears the sound of small 
clinking coming from down the sidewalk.

A man approaches the bus stop. It's The Coin Collector. 
Only now as he steps into the light from the streetlamp do 
we see his weary eyes and humble exterior.

He walks up to the bench, removing his coin backpack to 
place it next to him as he sits down.

Jenny glances at him from the corner of her eye. She can't 
believe what she's seeing. Then she focuses forward again.

The Coin Collector turns to look at Jenny. She doesn't 
acknowledge his glance.

He studies her for a moment. He recognizes an emptiness in 
her face.

Without saying a word, he reaches behind and unlatches 
something in his backpack.

He then delicately holds a penny in the palm of his hand. 
He looks back at her.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
...Would you like a penny?

Jenny is caught off guard.

JENNY
What?

He extends his hand to her, encouraging her to take it.

She is hesitant at first, but she accepts, picking it up 
from his hand.

She looks at it, a little puzzled.

JENNY
Thanks...

THE COIN COLLECTOR
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A penny for Jenny.

She is taken aback by him saying her name.

JENNY
H-how do you know-

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Nametag.

Jenny glances down at herself, relieved he isn't some 
stalker. The Coin Collector chuckles at her panic.

The Coin Collector returns to his own world, taking out 
some coins from his jacket and examining them.

She slowly turns to take another look at The Coin 
Collector.

He's not what she expected him to be. He's quiet and 
gentle.

She looks at his canister of coins, fascinated by its 
intricacy. The coins sparkled inside the strange glass 
case.

Jenny is curious to know more.

JENNY
I... I like your coins.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Oh, why thank you.

The two sit in silence a bit longer. Finally, Jenny musters 
up the courage to ask what she's really wondering.

JENNY
...Why do you do it?

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Hm?

JENNY
The coins.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Well... Because I like them. Every
one of these coins has a story to
it.

JENNY
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Every single one?

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Mhm. Places I've been. People I've
met. Coins are memories... Coins
are people.

Jenny tries to understand, but she doesn't fully get him. 
Another thought comes to The Coin Collector. He quickly 
reaches over to another compartment in his canister, 
pulling out a silver dollar coin.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
See, take this dollar coin for
example. It's one of the first
coins I ever got. My mother gave it
to me... I'm old now, and my mother
is long gone... but when I look at
it, I remember her.

It's a sweet thought. Jenny can see just how genuine he is.

She looks back down at her penny.

JENNY
So... What's the story of this
penny?

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Hm. You tell me.

She isn't sure what to say next.

JENNY
I'm not exactly the best
storyteller. And most of my stories
aren't very interesting.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Well... Tell me about your day.

Beat.

JENNY
Just another day at work. Just like
before. Worried about my car.
Worried about my rent. Tired of the
people I have to deal with every
day. And now I'm waiting for the
bus just to start it all over again
tomorrow.

She looks back at her coin. She flips it over in her hand.
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JENNY
...But then a kind stranger gave me
a penny.

The two smile at each other, understanding one another just 
a little more now.

Then the headlights of a bus approach from the very end of 
the street. Jenny glances back at them.

JENNY
That's my bus.

She stands up.

JENNY
It was nice talking with you.

The Coin Collector nods.

THE COIN COLLECTOR
Take care, Jenny.

Jenny smiles back, then leaves.

INT. THE DINER - NIGHT13 13

CUT BACK TO THE PRESENT. The others stare, waiting for her 
to finish her story.

JENNY
And that was it. We just talked.

Jenny remembers The Coin Collector fondly. But her smile 
fades away as she returns to the present.

JENNY
That night was October 8th. The
Coin Collector's canister was found
the next morning.

Everyone sits in silence for a long while.

JENNY
...I always wished I had asked him
what his name was.

Beat. Quincy puts her hand on Jenny's.

NICK
I never knew that story. I'm sorry.
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Harrison plays with his coffee.

JENNY
...I think what I remember most...
is that he was happy.

The words hang in the air for a moment.

Jenny clears her nose. Then she stands up.

JENNY
Alright. It's way past closing.

HARRISON
Yeah, I suppose you're right.

Everyone adjusts themselves in preparation to leave.

JENNY
Daniel, could you get the trash?

DANIEL
Oh yeah of course.

Daniel leaves. Jenny stands up as well to gather the last 
of the empty plates and drinks. The others think back on 
their memories of The Coin Collector. 

NICK
You think we'll ever know who he
really was?

HARRISON
...Hm. I'm not sure.

Beat.

QUINCY
Maybe, he was just a man who chose
to live his own way.

Jenny finishes putting things away in the back. She's still 
torn about everything. She reaches into her pocket.

In her hand, she holds the penny the Coin Collector gifted 
her.

She recalls one last thing The Coin Collector told her.

JENNY (V.O.)
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Isn't it ever difficult? Doing what
you do? I mean... Aren't you ever
afraid of getting hurt by people?

THE COIN COLLECTOR (V.O.)
...People are complicated. There's
a lot of anger and fear in the
world, but... there's also a lot of
good. Small moments of joy,
kindness, love - they can make a
world of difference... It all
depends on how you look at it...
Even in something as small as a
penny.

Jenny returns to the present. She smiles at the thought, 
firmly closing her hand around the penny.

Quincy and Harrison start to stand up.

QUINCY
You know one thing that I've never
been able to shake off?

HARRISON
What?

QUINCY
...They never found a body.

Harrison grins at this.

HARRISON
Well. That'd make a good story.

EXT. ALLEY - EVENING14 14

Daniel exits the back of The Diner into the alleyway. The 
evening air is quiet save for the slight breeze.

He throws the trash bag into the garbage bin and wipes his 
hands off on his pants.

Then there's a clang from the back of the alley.

Daniel whips his head toward it and stares into the 
darkness.

There's nothing there.

He waits a moment. Then he shakes it off and walks back 
inside.
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PUSH OUT of the alley. There's no one there.

Then a dime falls onto the pavement.


