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Keep Our Colleges Christian

Y- 11 -T8

I believe that the Christian college, in spite of its faults,
15 our best American institution. I am frequently asked, “Is
the college a safe place for our American youth?” I don’t
know that it is. The only really safe place for young men,
or old, is the grave. But a college is a good place to grow
and growth implies danger, since it means the possibility of
growing worse as well as better. Perhaps one of the most
difficult things in our American life is to be moral and yet
not be narrow-minded. It is this that our college graduate
achieves. It is not strange, therefore, if men should love a
college mother who bequeaths helpful traditions, and that they
love to revisit the old campus and fix their eyes on the things
that do not pass away.

The Christian college came into being through the gen-
erosity and prayers and sacrifice of devoted Christian men and
women, in order that youth might have higher education
amid the most Christian surroundings and in order that the
church might have an educated leadership. Each student rep-
resents an investment of $25,000. The church has a right to
expect that the boys and girls who study in the college she
has built shall have a religious education and that they will
come back into churches and communities with a Christian
philosophy of life and an ability to help Christianize com-
munity life. Unless the church college has a specific contri-
bution like this to make, why should she exist?

The education offered in our colleges should be Christian
without apology or hesitation or intimidation. In motive, in
personnel, in atmosphere, in discipline and in character, it
should be Christian. There is no apparent reason why the
church should build, maintain and endow a college or a uni-
versity if it does the same character of work done at the state
or private school, and no more. In order to keep faith with
our history and with pledges made to the living and the dead,
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we are bound to maintain institutions whose educational
standards are high and whose deliberate motive shall be Chris-
tian. It should be impossible for any student to attend any
class in one of our Christian colleges without discovering that
there abides in the heart of the teacher reverence for divine
things and a sincere motive to build Christian character.

Our colleges have been nourished by the affection and
shaped by the judgment of manifold personalities and we honor
greatly their service and their ideals. They believe that edu-
cation should be illuminated by faith and ennobled by obliga-
tion, that the resources of our institutions should be dedicated
to excellence. These are noble sentiments. Only faith can re-
deem human thought. Only faith can give a sense of the true
meaning of life. Only faith can give life a spiritual impulse.
Only faith will send men and women out dominated by a
sense of brotherhood. Only faith can give men a capacity for
God and make them his worthy servants to our fellow-men.

Our whole contention is: That the voice of rarest and
most radiant moral and spiritual idealism must be frankly
heard in our colleges. The quest for God must not be limited
to any narrow path. But this quest must be the most defining
quest of all and in full candor must the masterful sternness of
the Man of Galilee be met. It is less than honest to deprive
the truth seeker of the most favorable access to these sanctions
or to fail to meet him in an attitude most favorable to their
most vital expression. The college must put men and women
where there is air, food and sunlight if there is to be real

~growth. The Christian college must be the creator of effi-

ciency, the exponent of the scientific mind, the trainer of the
technical scholar, the teacher of sound principles for the life
of social relations, an interpreter of a world order where civili-
zation and the church can thrive and grow. It must bring its
students to that mountain height where they can find that
reality of realities, the God of truth and beauty, the Master
of life and Lord of righteousness, the source of all vitality and
the giver of redemptive love.

Page nine




TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY BULLETIN

SUMMARY OF ENROLLMENT.

Total summer term enrollment, 1930 301
Long Session:
College of Arts and Sciences... 1205
Fine Arts (only) 34
Total of all colleges 1239

SUMMARY OF THE YEAR, JUNE, 1930,
TO JUNE, 1931.

College of Arts and Sciences: Men Women Total
Graduate students 44 54 98
Senior students 85 141 226
Junior students 83 103 186
Sophomore students 84 127 211
Freshman students 3 324 265 589
Special students 15 18 33
Visitors 0 4 4

Total College Arts and Sciences...........c....... 635 712 1347 1347

Brite College of the Bible: Men Women Total
Total ministerial students................. 57 28 85
(All classified elsewhere)

School of Fine Arts.....riieriinnnes 22 116 138
(Not classified elsewhere) .........ccce 11 34 45 45
Total net enrollment of the year, June, 1930, to June, 1931 ... 1392
GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION.

From Out of the United States: Totals
Mexico - 2
Porto Rico ... 1

From Other States:

ABZONG eoverrsiessroremrnensis 3
Arkansas y 14
Colorado 1
Florida 1
Georgia 1
Illinois 1
Indiana 2
Towa 1
Kansas 2
Kentucky : 4
Louisiana 11
Mississippi 1
Missouri 1
N e RO O o e e e S e B Sl ot S 1
Ohio 1
Oklahoma I T 7
Wyoming 2
Texas 1180

Total number of students 1238

Are you aware that an army of more than 25,000 young men and
women have passed through the halls of T. C. U. in the last fifty-eight
years? What a mighty impact for good has been made on these lives.
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