
l, 

I 
i 

,Nalienai ,lnltlligtttrtt.-(!fxtta. 


PRESIDENT . TAYLOR'S 

INAUGURAIl ADDRESS. 

\VASHINGTON, lVfoNDAY, MARCH 5, 1849.' 

• 
This 'day at 12 o'clock,General 'ZACHARY TAYLOR, President 

elect of the United Sto,1:es, delivered to the Senate and Mem
bers of the House of Representatives of-'the United States, 
and thousands of assembled citizens, in front of the Capitol, 
the following , 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

Elected by the American People to the highest Office known 
to our laws, I appear here to take the Oath prescribed by the 
Constitution; and, in compliance 'with a time-honored cus
tom, to address those whq are now assembled. ' 

The confidence and respect shown by my 00untrymen in 
calling me to be the Chief Magistr::ije ·of a ;Republic h6ldi,ng 
a high rank among the nations of the earth, have inspi.red' me 
with feelings of the mgst profound gratitude; ,but, 'when I re~ 
flect that the acceptance of the office which their partiality: 
has bestowed imposes the discha,rgeof the most arduous du
ties, and involves the weightiest obligations, I am conscious 

). , : 

that the position which I have bee!! called to fill, though suf
ficient to satisfy the loftiest ambi~iol1, is surroup.c;led by fearful 
responsibilities. Happily, how~ver, in t~e performance of my 
new duties, I shall not be without able co-operation. The 
Legislative and Judicial branches of the Government ,present 
prominent examples of distinguished civH attainments and 
matured experience; and -it shall be -my ~ndeavor to call to 
my assistance in the Executive Departments individuals whose; 
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talents, integrity, and ptt1:ity ofcharacte; will turnish imiple 
guaranties for the faitliful and honorable performance of the 
trusts to b~ com~itt~d to their charge. With such aids, and 
an honest purgose to do whatever is right, I hope to execute 
diligently, ~n1partially, and for the best interests of the -coun
try, 'the manifold duties devolved upoU'me. 

In the discharge of these duties, my guide will be the Con
stitution which I this day swear to "preserve, protect, and de
fend." For the interpretation of that instrument I shall look 
to the decisions of the Judicial Tribunals established by its 
authority, and to the practice of the Government under the 
.earlier presidents, who had so large a share in its formation. 
To the example of.those illustrious Patriots I shall always 
,defer with reverence; and especially to his example who was, 
by so many titles, " the Father of his Country." 

To command the Army and Navy of the United States; 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 'make Treaties 
and to appoint Ambassadors arid other Officers; to give to 
Congress information of the state of, the Union, and recom
mend such measures as he' shall judge tO,be necessary; and _ 
to 'take care that the laws shall be faithfully executed-these 
are 'the-most important functions entrusted to the President 
by the Constitution; <aJ~ it may be expected that I shall, 
briefly, indicate the principles which will control me in thei~ 
execution. - , 

Chosen by the body of the People , under the assurance that 
the Government, so far as I could influence its administra
tion, would,' be devoted to the welfare of the whole country, 
and not to the support ,'of any particular section or merely 
local interest, 1 this day 1'enew the declarations I have 
heretofore m~de, and proclaim :my , fixed determination to 
maintain, to the extent of my ability, the Government in 
its origi:r;J.aI purity, and to adopt as the basis of my public 
policy those great repllblican ' doctrines which constitute the 
strength of our national existence: 

In reference to the Army and Navy, lately employed with 
80 niuch distinetieu on active' se.rvic,~, care shall be taken to 
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, eJils~re the highest condition of efficiency; and, in furtherance 
Qf that 'object, the military aud naval schools, sustained by 
t.he liberality of Gongress,shall receive the special attention 
,of the Executive. 

,As American freemen, we ~aIlllot bilt sympathize in ,aU 
eif()]:ts40 extend the 'blessings of civil and -political liberty; 
b;q,t, ~t the same ,time, we are warned by the admonitrdns of 
l{ist9ry and t~e voice of-our own 'beloved Washington to ab
,Stain f~'oin e~tangling alliances with foreign nations. In all 
disputes between conflicting Governments, it is our interest 
not less than our duty to remain strictly neutral; while our
g:e9graphical position, the genius of our ins!itutions and our 
Reople, the advancing spirit .of civilization, and, above a:11, 
tlW dictates of religion, direct us to the cultivation of peace
(ul ,and friendly relations with aJ.l other Powers. It is to be 
}ioped' that no international question can now arise which a 
Government, confident in its own. strength and resolved to , 
protect its ,own just rights" may not settle by w'ise negotia
tion; and it emineut1y becom~s a Government like onr own, 
founded on the morality and intelligence of its- citizens, anc1
up,.held by their a~ections, to exhaust every resort of honorable 

• ~iplomacy before appeaJing to arms. In the conduct of our 
foreign rela'tions I shall conform to these views, as I believe 
them essential to the best interests and the true honor of the 
country. 

The appointing power vested in the President imposes deli
'cate 'and onerous dutres. So far as it is possible to be inform
ed, I shall make honesty, capacity, and fidelity indisp~sable 
pre-requisites to the bestowal of office, and 'the absl'lnce of 
either of these qualities shall be, deemed sufficient cause for 
removal. 

It shall be my study to recommend such oonstitutional mea
sures to Congress as may be necessary and proper to secure 
encouragement and -prot~ection to the great interests of Agri
culJ;ure, Commerce,~ ,and Manufactures; to improve' our rivers 
and harbors; 'to provide for the speedy extinguishment of the 
public debt; to enforce a strict accountability on the part of 
.all officers of the Government, and the utmost flconomy in all 
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public expenditures. But·it is for the wisdom of Copgress it
self, in which all legislative powers are vested by the·Con
stitution, to reg~late these and other matters of domesticpo1i: 
cy. I shall look with 'confidence to the enlightened patriot
ism of that body to adopt such . measures of conciliation as 
may harmonize c~nfticting interests, and tend to perpetuate 
that Union which should-be the paramount object of our' 
hopes and affections. In any I action calculat~d to 'promote
an object s6 near the heart of everyone who truly loves his 
country, I will zealously unite with the co-ordinate branches 
of the GoverJ)ment. 

In conclusion, I congratulate. you, my. fellow-citizens, upon 
the' high state of prosperity to which the goodness of Divine ' 
Providence, has conducted our common country. Let us in
voke a continuance M the same Protecting Care which has led i 

us from small beginnings to the eminence we thi.s day occupy,
and let us seek to deserve that continuance by prudence -and" 
moderation in our cOlmcils; by well-directed attempts to as~ 
suage the bitterness which too often marks UIiavoidable dWer
ences of opinion; by the promulgation and pra'ctice ,of just 
and liberal pri~ciples; and by an enlarged· patriotism which 
shall acknowledge no lim.its but those of our own wide-spread ' 

) Republic. 


