
DALLAS, TEXAS, APRIL. 1907 

TEXAS ~I~SIONS 1 
A Monthly Magazine De
voted to the Interests of 
T cxas Christian Missions 

Subscription 25c a Y car 

d2,==:::--. 

THE Texas Christian 
Convention will 

be held at Ft. Worth 
6th to 11th 

"GO TEACH • * • BEGINING AT JERUSALEM" 



SOUTHWESTERN 

ST. LOUIS 
COMPANY 

RAILWAY 
OF TEXAS 

I THE LINE THAT'S DIFFE;.RENT I 
E;QUIPMENT UP-TO-DATE---CHAU\ CARS- STANOARD 

PULLMAN SLEEPERS and CAFE PARLOR CARS 

ALL THE WAY 
Courteous Employees Make Every Trip a P_!,e9:
sure Trip. Try the "Cotton Belt" ne x.t trip to \..1 h 1-

ca.go, St. Louis, New York, Bosto n , Southeast or 
any Place. Information Gratis. 

Handsomely lllu,trated Literature Free Upon Request. Send for "lndmir!ai 
Opp.>r t1rnities," ·'Humes in the Suuthweat!' '·Frus1. 11nd Tru(·k Grv w; !lg." 
Wal i ~fops. We will ~end you a Cor.10n Belt Daiiy l{cminder a ud i\iewo
randum EoolL it you will send a postal giving your name a nd address. • • 

JOHN F. LEHANE, 
Gtm. F' rt. and Pw.811. Ajft., · 

'fyler, 'l'exu. 

D • .i.1 MORGAN, 
Travehng Pao11enger Agen" 

Ft. Worth, 'l'exu. 

WORLD WIDE MISSIONS. 

"All the world," "every creature," 
are the words of onr Master after 
the command, "Go teach." If we 
would be loyal followers of His word, 
we will be constra ined to obey this 
command also, not only obey but . to 
do our very best that His Word may 
be fulfilled. This will require liber
ality and the use of our best judg
ment in placing our gifts where they 
will do the greatest good. Our For
eign Mission Board, a committee 
chosen by the churches for this pur
pose, is administering this phase of 
our work economically, wisely, faith
fully. Let us unite our gifts with our 

R. C. FYFE, 
AHt. G. F. and P. Ag,. 

Tyler, Texas. 

GUS HOOVER, 
Traveling Pu.s:;enger Agt. 

Waco, Texas. 

prayers and send a large heart-felt of
fering to Secretary F. M. Rains, Box 
884, Cincinnati, 0. 

For church seats, pulpits, etc., send 
to this office. 

Any good Christian paper can be 
had with this journal fnr the subscrip
tion price of the other paper. 

1'he Chri8t.ian Co!lrler. a l6-Tmg<i 
wpckl y , wbieh every Chrif<tiau family 

should r ead. and Texa~ !\U~s lonF- can 
1.Je bad at th i8 offi ce for $1.f.O a year. 
S:;J,~ rihe t.o-day. 

TEXAS MISSIONS 
VOL. 4. DALLAS, 'l'EXAS, APRIL, 1907. No. 4. 

+
1

1 ALEXANDER CAMPBELL AND MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.1J 

A Historical and Logicai Study of the Great Reformer's 

f Position. f 

L---~~====--~-~--1 
Introduction. 

No man was so closely connected 
with the origin and development of 
the Restoration movement of the 
ll.ineteen century as was Alexander 
Campbell. He was it s r ecognized lead
er; its chief advocate and defender. 
It must be conceded, therefore, that 
he understood better than any other 
man its true meaning and scope .. Being 
perfectly familiar from the very be
girtning with the principles an d pur· 
poses of that movement he was bet
t er prepared to cor rectly interpret an d 
define those principles and purposes 
than any man since his day. 

Mr. Campbell was never a man will
ing to risk his cause upon a bare state
ment of his position . He did not rely 
upon · the authorit y of .leadership to 
enforce his principles and plea. Ever y 
position was tested and sustained by 
bis keen and invincible logic. Who
ever, therefore, at the present time 
would declare any position of Mr. 

Campbell to be obsolete or unwor thy 
of acceptance, places himself under ob
ligation to deal not only with his posi
tion but also with his logic. No man 
can convince others of his sincenty 
in rejecting the con clusion of a syl
logism while refusing to consider the 
premises. 

During the period from 1835 to 1850 
questions were discussed and conclu
sions r eached by Mr. Campbell which 
have more or less · agitated the mind of 
the brotherhood to the present time. 
By misunderst anding these questions 
and conclusions many good brethren 
have been drawn into the whirlpool 
of opposition to 1\1:r. Campbell's posi
tion, and have been made to believe 
that they are the loyal representatives 
of the reformatory movement. While 
Mr. Campbell and the great host of 
brethren who have accepted h is con
clusions, are dubbed "disloyal," " di
gressives," "progressives," "transgres
sives," or any other op_probrious terms 
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which passion and prejudice can in
vent and apply to them. 

Ignoraµce and prejudice are close 
akin and to remove the one you must 
often remove the other. No disciple of 
Christ should be willing to remain in 
ignorance upon any great question, or 
to be controlled by passion and preju
dice. I am persuaded that the publica
tion of the facts concerning the origin 
of organized missionary effort among 

. the disciples, and Mr. Campbell's log-
ical contention for the same, will do 
much to enlighten good and well
meaning brethen, and will remove 
much of the bitter prejudice so prev
alent today. This firm persuasion is 
ofl'.ered as the only apology for what 
is presented in the following pages. I 
crave from my readers only the com
mon candor that should characterize 
every honest student in approaching 
the investigation of any important 
question. 

The importance of a candid study 
ol the question discussed in this book
let may be emphasized by the follow
ing most significant contrast. 

We quote first from the Missionary 
Intelligencer, Nqvember, 1906, the 
Journal of the Foreign Society: 

"The fathers of our movement plead 
for the union of the people of God to 
the end that the world might be evan
gelized. This is the meaning of our 
plea. This is our plea. It is prima
rily and essentia!Iy a missionary move
ment. 

ers scattered over the world field num
bering about 500. Its annual income is 
more than a quarter of a million dol· 
lars. It has received and disbursed 
nearly $3,000,000 since its organlza· 
tion. The property that the Society 
owns on foreign fields in homes and 
schools and hospitals is today worth 
more than $500,000. It was the first 
to start the Annuity Plan among our 
people and it has received a'bout a 
quarter of a million dollars in that 
way. It has built up Christian com· 
munities where before only heathen 
darkness reigned. Its missionaries 
have preached the gospel In many cit
ies and communities where the glad 
story of redemption was first pro
claimed. These heralds of the cross 
have baptized penitent believers in wa
ters never before disturbed by ,the ob· 
servance of the sacred ordinance. They 
have spread the table of the Lord in 
.numerous communities for the first 
time. Tens of thousands of .children 
to whom the story of the cross -had 
never before come have been gather· 
ed into schools to learn of Him whose 
cradle was only a manger. Hundreds 
of thousands have received the kind· 
ly an'd healing touch of the medical 
missionary who before had never so 
much as heard of such merciful and 
helpful skill. The Society has open· 
ed the doors of forty-two schools and 
colleges in these pagan lands where 
almost 2,500 are In daily attendance. 
And about 400 orphans are clothed and 
fed and housed and daily trained in 
all Christian activities. The dark 
minds are flooded wit~ the light of the 
world. Christian homes have been 
planted; the opium eater has become 
the evangelist and church builder; the 

"It was this spirit that led to the or· 
ganization of the Foreign Society in 
1875. It sprang up in the hearts and 
out of the purses of a handful of 
friends. From the very first it has 
grown in power and public favor. The 
Foreign Society has an army of work- idolater now worships in spirit and in 
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truth; and the licentious life has been 
tansformed into one of purity and holi
ness. What a mighty work is being 
done before our eyes! 

"Marvelous growth has been witness
ed in recent years. The receipts have 
been doubled in seven years; they 
have been more than trebled in ten 
years; and the number of native evan
gelists has been multiplled by five in 
ten years and, doubled in five. The 
work among the heathen moves for
ward with wondrous strides; and the 
interest grows wider and deeper at 
home. 

In contrast with the above read the 
following from the Gospel Advocate, 
January 24, 1907, written by Bro. J. M. 
Mccaleb, a most worthy independent 
missionary in Japan. The extract re
ferred to is from the strictures of Bro. 
W. L. Butler upon Prof. McGarvey's 
views of a missionary society. 

"In the foregoing extract, taken from 
his fract, Brother Butler has spoken 
well to the point. To my mind, how
ever, the weak point in the argument 
is the inability to appeal to "the great
est mission wdrk of this century" out
side of the United States. It is an open 
secret that the nine thousand church
es or thereabouts, are doing nothing 
scarcely worth the naming outside 
their own borders. In all Mexico, 
Cuba, and the entire continent of 
South America, they have not a single 

. missionary---"save, possibly one-who 
"is a "volunteer;" yet these countries 
lie right at the door. China has 400,-
000,000 and India 290,000,000 people, 
yet in all · this · vast and perishing 
throng those churches in the United 
States and Canada have not a single 
herald of the cross. Africa, with her 
millions in the darkness of sin, has 

but one lone worker. Here , is the 
"gap"-or, at least, the rotten place in 
the fence-where it was easy for the 
society advocates to' make a breach. 
For five years I have been pleading 
for a co-worker to take part with me 
in this ministry in Japan; yet I have 
plead in vain. We may have the New 
Testament idea of missions all cor· 
rectly enough, but it is evident that 
something is wrong somewhere. In 
my judgment all attempts to stay the 
tide of innovations will be vain till we 
can strengthen our faith with a more 
commendable showing of works. 

This question of preaching Christ 
abroad is yet an unsolved problem. It 
is either the duty of the churches to 
"Go * * * teach all nations" or it is 
not. If it is not, then this should be 
made clear and a decision made ac
cordingly. If it is, then there can be 
no excuse · tor not doing it, and the 
churches should be made to feel the 
weight of their neglect. Also the si
lence of the brethren who speak and 
write for the public is something pain
ful. . Why is so little said and done 
along this line? There is evidently a 
defect somewhere. Not long ago the 
Gospel Advocate called for some arti
cles on the duty to "pr each the gospel 
to every creature," and I watched, with 
almost breathless interest, to see the 
result. 'There were two or three re
sponses that dealt in Scripture quota
tions and abstract generalities, but 
contained nothing toward a practical 
solution of the question. 

The missionary societies are an at
tempt at solving the problem. They 
are in part doing the work; but in so 
doing, as Brother Butler has shown, 
are violating God's order as to how it 
should be done. But those of us who 
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oppose their methods ar.e . as far from 
meeting the demands of the situation 
as they ; for while we abide by God's 
order, we do not work by it. Why is 
this? Why are not streams of mis
sionaries pouring into the regions be· 
yond from these loyal churches? What 
is the excuse? What answer can they 
make to this question? I wish I could 
stir somebody up to attempt a reply. 
In spirit I stand at the foreign ports 
to these great out-lying countries and 
watch the ships that are coming in 
daily. They are laden with hundreds 
of people that come ashore among . 
whom are always a number of mis
sionaries from the United States. I 
greet them as they land, and inquire 
where they are from. I keep this up 
year in and year out, during which 
time thousands have passed me and 
gone on to the various posts of duty 
assigned them. With an a'nxious heart 
I enquire of each - as he passes by 
by whom he is sent out, and I find 
they all come from the various denom
inational mission boards. But to my 
regret, and deep disappointment, in all 
this army of workers, not one can be 
found who comes from the nine thou
sand churches of Christ in America. 

What can ·be the matter? I am 
going to attempt an answer; and if, 
in doing so I am mistaken, I shall be 
only too glad to be set aright. These 
nine thousand churches, including the 
preachers (with some noble excep
tions) do not believe their own doc
trine. · 'J'hey talk long and loud about 
the Lord's way of doing it, but it ends 
with the Sunday-morning sermon or 
dies a natural death in the pages of 
the weekly paper. Deep down in the 
heart, I fear, there is a secret feeling 

that the Lord's order is all well enough 
when one has a number of strong 
churches to circulate among as a con
stituency; but, judging from the 
fruits, few will trust it far away from 
home. If this is not where the trouble 
lies, I confess that I am unable to lo
cate it. I court controversy en this 
subject. 

John M. McCaleb is a graduate of 
the College of the Bible at Lexington, 
Ky. I know him personally. He is 
a fine fellow. Some years ago he was 
seized with a missionary zeal which 
drew him to Japan. He was )lonest, 
and is yet, in his views of mission 
work. He was conscientious, and is 
yet, in refusing to be identified with 
what is called organized mission work. 
He went out trusting God and his 
brethren for whatever support was 
necessary for the success of his praise
worthy enterprise. That he has in a 
measure succeeded cannot be disputed, 
and every true child of God rejoices 
in all the good" he has done. I love 
him and admire him for his faith and 
courage and sacrifice, and I am the 
last man who would · throw an ob
stacle in the way of his preaching the 
gospel to the benighted Japanese. I 
have quoted from him because I con
sider him an authority on the success 
of :what is styled the Lord's plan of 
doing missionary work. He has been 
the leader in the attempt to put that 
plan into practical operation. He has 
had ample time to test the faith and 
sincerity of the 9,000 churches claim
ed to be opposed to organized effort. 
His faith, his loyalty to the plan can
not b~ called in question. He has con
stantly kept his mission and its needs 
before 1.he leaders of the leading anti-
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society paper. He has made his ap
peals strong, tender and earnest. 

How humiliating for this faithful 
soldier of the cross to be compelled to 
say: "It is an open· secret that the 
9,000 churches, or thereabouts, are do
ing nothing scarcely worth the naming 
outside their own borders." . That "for 
five years I . have been pleading for 
a co-worker to take part with me in 
this ministry in Japan; yet I have 
plead in vain." How sad his soul as 
he writes : "But to my regret and deep 
disappointment, in this army of work
ers (coming into foreign missionary 
fields) not one can be found who 
comes from the 9,000 churches of 
Christ in America." ,Need we be sur
prised that he makes the charge that 
"these 9,000 churches, including the 
preachers (with some noble excep
tions) do not believe their doctrine." 

The Foreign Missionary Society is 
supporting nP.arly i>OO workers in the 
field . Their property values · in homes, 
schools and hospitals, in foreign lands 
amounts to more thar, $500,000. Total 
receipts for foreign missions in 1906 
amounted to $268,726.62. In all this 
work only 3,178 churches have had 
a part. The 9,000 churches to which 
he refers contribute only about $700 
annually to Bro. McCaleb's support. 
No wonder Bro. McCaleb is forced to 
confess that "the missionary societies 
are an attempt at solving the prob
lem. They are in part doing the 
work." Of the remaining 9,000 church
es, many are simply indifferent to the 
work, and entertain no conscientious 
scruples against missionary societies. 
Many others have settled down in 

, the conviction that it is wrong to co
operate with the 3,178 churches in an 

organized effort to do the wotk. They 
are spe;11ding their time, energy and 
money in waging. a bitter warfare M 
denunciation upon those who are 
preaching the gospel to the uttermost 
parts of the earth, but they themselves 
agree upon no plan, work by no plan, 
and yet they are the only ones who 
have the right plan. No wonder Bro. 
McCaleb exclaims, "It is evident that 
something is wrong somewhere." 

May not Bro. BcCaleb be compelled 
yet' to concede in the language of Mr. 
Campbell, that "Experience than which 
there is not a more efficient teacher 
decides and promulgates that our pres'. 
ent co-operative system is compara
tively inefficient and inadequate to the 
exigencies of the times and the cause 
we plead." 

But, gentle reader, what I have here 
written is only to excite your interest 
in what follows. I shall now let Mr. 
Campbell speak for himself. If he has 
failed to justify his course in regard 
to the great missionary cause of the 
Christ, you certainly cannot fail to 
understand his position. With a fair 
mind and a good conscience, read Mr. 
Campbell's utterances and draw an 
impartial conclusion. 

CHAPTER I. 

Did Mr. Campbell Favor Missionary 
Societies? 

We are now to enter -upon a new 
period of the REJformatory Movement
the Period of Organization and Adjust
ment. 

This was the period that tested the 
real powers of the great reformer· 
that taxed, to the utmost, his wisdo~ 
and prudent judgment; that tried, as 
in a fiery furnace, his fidelity to the 
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great cause he loved so well. And 
never · did his genius shine brighter, 
his master , mind: exhibit · greater 
strength, than when dealing with the 
different problems confronting him; 
never did his faith rise high.er than 
when meeting the emergencies that 
threatened the ultimate succe~s of his 
praise-worthy plea. 

An immense community of brethren 
had arisen in the lapse of thirty years. 
Speaking of them, Mr. Campbell says: 

"They have renounced the tyranny 
of opinionism-they have abjured alle
giance to papistical traditions-they 
have repudiated the tenets of a morbid 
Protestantism - they have rallied 
around a few cardinal salutary sub
lime truths, and have vowed to build 
their faith, their hope, and their love 
upon the firm foundation of Apostles 
and Prophets; and without regard to 
differences in mere opinions, they have 
resolved to receive, cheerish and sus
tain one another as brethren in the 
family of God. But among those thou
sands and myriads of men, formerly of 
all creeds and parties, there are all 
sorts of spirits, all conceivable varie
ties of intellect and disposition-some 
that require a bridle and some that de
mand a spur. W e have the diffidence 
and tardiness of. age, and the wayward
ness and impetuosity of youth. Some 
must preach, and some must hear; 
some must write, and some must read; 
and who can say to A, do this, and he 
does it; or to C, withhold thy hand, 
and he obeys? In such a conflicting 
state of affairs, the harmlessness of 
the do·ve with the wisdom of the ser
pent are of the greatest importance. 
Indeed all the graces of the spirit of 
Christ are indispensable to the setting 
in order the things that are wanting, 

and to the maintenance of the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace. For 
these, and many such reasons, there 
appears yet much to be done to in
crease the knowledge, to perfect the 
character, and to direct the energies 
of a mighty people."-(M: H. 1847, 
p. 3.) 

"Reformations and revolutions, at 
first," says he, "move slowly. They 
have to pass through a severe, if' not 
a fiery trial. Many, too, espouse with
out comprehending them in all their 
amplitudes and bearings, and, there
fore, argue them without a due appre
ciation of their full import, their proxi
mate or r emote tendencies, and of the 
proper evidence or means by which 
they should be sustained and defend· · 
ed. This has been, more or less, a 
misfortune or a difficulty with which 
we have had to contend." 

After alluding "to certain difficulties 
thrown in the way of a stm more wide 
and triumphant promulgation of the 
great principles of the r eformation," 
he says: "We must congratulate our 
numerous and constant readers with 
the great ·success-the unex:otmpled 
and truly wonderful success that has 
attended our very humble and very im. 
perfect efforts and endeavors in this 
great and good cause of reformation, 
or restoration of the ancient order of 
things. Much, indeed, has been done, 
but much yet remains to be done, in . 
order to our greater and healtheir 
growth in Christian intelligence, use
fulness and happiness. At present, the 
great subject of organized effort is en
gaging, more than formerly, the minds 
of the whole brotherhood."-(M. H. 
1850, pp. 5-7.) 

This was the state of Mr. Camp
bell's mind during the decade, from 
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a~out 1840 to 1850. He rejoiced over 
~IS gre~t success, yet he was dissat
isfied with the state of affairs. Much 
had been done, much remained to be 
do~e . . Much was lacking in properly 
adJustmg the great movement and its 

and · d ma equate to the exigencies of 
the times and the cause we plead. 
There are gathered a thousand and 
more communities spread over this 
gr.eat continent, without any system
~tic form of co-operation. And there 
is a vehement desire expressed from 
all. quarters for some general and ef
ficient action on the subject for some 
well digested system of b;inging all 
our energies to bear upon the church 
and the world. And there are some 
tha~ th.ink that had we such an or
gamzation as their reason . approves, 
we should cary everything before us. 
Nay, that organization is essential to 

advocates to the demands and . · . ex1gen-
C1es of the age. ,To ·this great work of 
supplying what was lacking and rem
e~yi~g the ?efects, he now consecrated 
his time, his energies and his ta! t 

. The. first great subject that eng::e~ 
his mmd was that of education. The 
cause of reformation was sadly in need 
of .an educated ministry. It was suf
fermg from the preva1"!1'ng . ignorance 
among its advocates. The best cause 
on _earth may be crippled in th·e hands 
of ignorant men. To meet the demands 
of the times, Bethany College was es
tablished and opened in the f 11 of 
1841. a 

. Next to educatiorr, the subject of 
church organization gave him great 
concern, and it is with this particular 
topic that we now propose to deal. 
~s early as January, 1842, he makes 

this s~a~ement: "Next to education is 
the subJect of ecclesiast ical organiza
tion. Within the whole precincts of 
the progressive reformation of this 
age, there is nothing more at fault 
than the whole affair of church organ
ization. We have the words ,co-opera. 
tlon,' 'organization,' and 'order,' in con
stant employment; but who has 
evinced a practical understanding of 
them in reference to the public inter
ests of a great community."-(M. H. 
1842, p. 4.) 

In February, 1849, he says: "Expe
rience, than which there is not a more 
efficient teacher, . decides and promul
gates that our present co-operative 
system is comparatively inefficient, 

p~event a retrograde movement, and 
wi:hout it we must lose rather than 
gam, and cease to occupy the territory 
we have conquered."-M. H. 1849 
90, 92.) ' pp. 

Such being the state of affairs, we 
would naturally expect that large 
s~ace would be gken, in the Ha1-
bmger, to the subject of church or
ganization and co-operation. In this 
we ~re not disappointed. In 1842 he 
pubhshed a series of articles on "The 
Nature of the Christian Organization." 

But, why, it may be asked, was Mr. 
can;ipbell so tardy in considering such 
an important subje'ct? The following 
is his answer: "True, indeed, that 
th.a Christian facts, the Christian doc
trme, and Christian character, stand
ing as they do in the most intimate 
relation .to our individual and personal 
salvation from sin and ruin, are al
ways first in order, as they are first 
in importance in whatever concerns 
the honor and happiness of man. Tho 
organization and government of th' 
Ch · t' e ris 1an church are, indeed, very in-
timately connected with all the pre
cepts and promises of the Christian 
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gospel, and whatever essentially af
fects the one must more or less in · 
volve the other. Still, the question 01' 
organization and administration is not 
first, but second, both in the order of 
time and of importance. The first be
ing amongst the senior departments of 
the current reformation, much can
vassed and pretty well understood, the 
second now calls for an impartial and 
full development."-(M. H. 1842, p. 
434.) 

The spirit with which he approached 
the investigation is indicated in the 
following paragraph, where he says: 
"I am not at all disposed to dogmatize 
on any moral subject, much les.;; on 
such a topic as that before us, and 
especially at so early a period of our 
investigation of its claims upon our 
consideration; still it may not be pre
mature, in the 'spirit of a prudent cau
tion, to intimate the probability, at 
least, that the Christian Law-giver en
acted as of essential and of vital im
portance to church organization just 
.;;o much as is detailed in the books of 
the Christian institution, and all be
yond · that is matter of Christian pru
dence and discretion, illuminated by 
the records of human experience and 
directed by the exigencies of soci
ety."-(M. H. 1842, p. 512.) 

After the investigation and some 
controversy, he sums up his position 
in the November number of the Har
binger, 1842, in the form of "Five 
Arguments for Church Organization," 
as follows: 

"1. We can do comparatively noth
ing in distributing the Bi,ble abroad 
without co-operation. 

"2. We can do comparatively but lit
tle in the great missionary field of 

the world either at home or abroad 
without co-operation. 

"3. We can do little or nothing to 
improve and elevate the Christian min
istry without co-operation. 

"4'. We can do but little to check, 
restrain and remove the flood of im
posture and fraud committed upon the 
benevolence of the brethren by irre
sponsible, plausible and deceptious 

persons, without co-operation. 
"5. We cannot concentrate the ac

tion of the tens of thousands of Israel 
in any great Christian effort, but by 
co-operation. We can have no thorough 
co-operation without a more ample, ex
tensive and thorough organization."
(M. H. 1842, p. 523.) 

So thought and so taught Mr. 
Campbell at the close of 1842. 

In 1849, after some years of further 
study, and a free. discussion, pro and 
con, of the ·question, he submitted, in 
a series of articles on church organiza
tion, what may be regarded as his ma
ture and well digested views on the 
subject. We now propose a fair and 
faithful analysis of his position in 'the 
earlier months of 1849. While doing 
this, we intend also to identify his 
position in 1849 with the important 
principles which he enunciated in The 
Christia System, in 1835. 

His first endeavor was to present 
the New Testament idea of the church. 
He says: "Classification of Scrip
tures exhibited certain important doc-1 

trines and are logically and rationally 
apparent to every . sound mind, viz: 
First, 'fhat a church of Jesus Christ 
is an organized body, or company of 
disciples of Christ, ~eeting statedly 
in some one place to worship God 
through Jes us Christ, and to edify 
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an~ comfort one another; and, in the 
second place, tl:!at the church of Christ, 
in the aggregate, is the same as the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ-or the whole 
Christian community on earth com• 
posed of all of titem in every place 
that are baptized into Christ."-M. H. 
.1849, p. 269.) 

With him there was "the church uni
versal and the church particular" (p. 
221). He regarded the church par
ticular, or local church, as independent 
in the management of its own peculiar 
affairs, or local interests. Hence he 
contended uncomr;romisingly for the 
scriptural independence and individual 

. responsibility of each and every Chris
tian community. (See p. 223.) 

"But, "there are extreme .views on 
.all subjects," says he. "There is too 
much independence and democracy in 
one scheme, and foo much monarchy 
and despotism in another scheme of 
ecclesiastical organization and admin
istration."-(M. H. 1849, p. 327.) 

That he might not be understood as 
advocating an extreme view of local 
.church independence, that would re
lieve the churches of the responsibility 
.cif general co-operation, he makes the 
following signifrcant statement : 
, "But the independent character, and 
individual responsibility, of the con
gregations established and organized 
by the Apostles themselves, neither 
.in theory nor practice, inhibfted co
<Jperation nor combined effort in fur
.thering the interests, and elevating the 
character of the kingdom of Christ, as 
one grand institution. The constitu
tional independence, and ,individual re
.sponsibillty of families do not prevent 
-their consociation in towns, cities and 
~States for the better securing their 
respective interests, prosperity and 

happine.;;s. ~or does the fact that ev
ery family has its own particular head 
and domestic arrangements, contra
vene or fo rbid the association of t en 
or a hundred such families in a town
ship or any other corporation, for the 
accomplishment of objects essential to 
their prosperity and safety, and which 
they could not so well accomplish and 
secure in their individual and inde
pendent capacities." (M. H. 1849, pp, 
223, 224.) 

He states the same truth just as em
phatically and clearly in 1835 in The 
Christian System, as follows: 

"This institution, called the Congre
gation of God, is a great community 
of communities-not a community rep
resentative of communities, but a com
munity composed of many particular 
communities, each of which is built 
upon the same foundation, walks ac
cording to the same rules, enjoys the 
same charter, and is under the juris
diction of no other community of 
Christians, but is to all other commu
nities as an individual disciplin~ is to 
every other individual disciple in any 
one particular community meeting in 
any given place. Still, all these par
ticular congregations of the Lord, 
whether at Rome, Corinth, or Ephesus, 
though equally independent of one an
other as to the management of their 
own pequliar affairs, are . by virtue of 
one common Lord, one faith, one bap~ 
tism, and one common salvation, but 
one kingdom or church of God, and, as 
such, are under obligations to co-oper
ate with one another in all measures 
promotive of the great ends of Christ's 
death . and resurrection." (Ch. Sys. p. 

.73.) 

Holding. such a view of the church 
he very logically and persistently con: 
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tended for the necessity of general 
church co-operation, as is evidenced by 
the following: 

"The necessity of co-operation is felt 
e¥erywhere and in all associations of 
men. It is a part of the economy of 
heaven. What are mountains but grains 
of sand? What are oceans, but drops 
of water? And what the mightiest and 
most triumphant armies, but collec
tions of individual inen. How much 
more good or ill can be done by co
O)Jeration than by · individual enter
prise, the history of the world, both 
civil and ecclesiastic, does little more 
than detail. One hundred churches, 
well disciplined, acting in concert, with 
Christian zeal, piety, humanity-fre
quently meeting together in commit
tees of ways and means for building 
up Zion, for fencing In the deserts, cul
tivating the enclosed fields, watering 
the dry and . barren spots, striving to· 
gether mightily In prayer, In preach
ing the word, in contributing to the ne
cessities of the saints, In enlightening 
the ignorant, and in devising all prac
ticable ways of d.olng good-would, In 
a given period, do more than twice the 
same number acting In their Individ
ual capacity, without concert, without 
co-operation, and that united energy 
always the effect of intelligent and 
cordial combination." (Ch. Sys. p. 75.) 

This principle, enunciated in 1835, 
remained with him a vital principle 
throughout his i!Ubsequent career; He 
never 11eceded tram it. Co-operation 
itself', he regarded as a duty Imposed 
upon the churches by the genius and 
spirit of the Christian institution, as 
·Weil as by, apostolic authority. But 
the manner, form, or method of co-op
eration, he classea with the mere ctr-

·~ 
cumstantials of the . Christian · institu
tion, to be determined by the law of 
expediency. 

We have now reached a point in 
our investigation where it becomes an 
Important to have a clear understand
ing of Mr. Campbell's views. A failure 
to do so has led many good brethren 
to do him great injustice. We would, 
theretore, emphasize the following 
facts: 

1. He opposed any and · all ecclesl· 
astlc, associational, or conventional 
meetings that would assume the au
thority to · infringe upon the rights of 
the free and independent churches of 
Christ. He is explicit on this point, 
as witness the following: 

"I have, indeed, since I became a 
writer, always opposed, do now op
pose, and I presume so far as to say 
that I am .likely always to oppose, all 
ecclesiastic, associational, convention
al, or synodic meetings, to legislate 
for the church, on any form of sound 
words or sound doctrine, enacting new 
formulas of church ethics, church polf
tics, or church enactments, or any
thing called morality or church polity. 
But because other men In other· times 
have, In running out ·of Babylon, run 
past Jerusalem, I have endeavored till 
now, and will always, I presume, 11tm
ply endeavor to run into Jerusalem." 
(M. H. 1850, p. 495.) 

Here Is another luminous statement 
bearing upon this particular point: 

"Whatever, then,, secures the Inde
pendence and individual responslblltty 
of every particular Christian commu
nity, and at the same time leaves open 
to covenant agreement all matters of 
co-operation In promoting the common 
cause of Christianity In the world, tul• 
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ly satisfies my mind as to duty and 
obligation." (M. H. 1849, p. 270.) 

2. While opposing conventions that 
assume unscriptural authority, he did 
not run past Jerusalem, and condemn 
indiscriminately all conventions and 
associations . . Here is what he says: 

"The congregational or Baptist 
form of uniting and co-operating, when 
divested of those appendages againat 
which we remonstrated twenty-five 
years ago, is now and has always 
been, more acceptable to my views 
than any other form of co-operation 
in Christendom." A little further on 
he says: "I have before intimated 
IliY approbation of the Baptist associ· 
ational formulas, pruned of certain re
dundancies or encroachments upon 
faith, pie~y and humanity. I was pres
ent on the occasion of the dissolution 
of the 'Mahoning Baptist Association,' 
in 1828, on the Western Reserve, State 
of Ohio. With the exception of one 
obsolete preacher, the whole assocla· 
tion, preachers and people, embraced . 
the current reformation. I confess I 
was alarmed at the impassioned and 

· hasty manner in which the association 
was, in a few minutes, dissolved. I 
then and slnce contemplated that 
scene as a striking proof of the power 
of enthusiasm and of excitement, and 
as dangerous, too, even in ecclesiasti
cal as well as political affairs." He 
then adds: · "Reformation and annihil
ation are· not with me now. as for
merly, convertible or identical tetms. 
We want ~casional, if not stated, de, 
liberative meetings on questions of ex• 
pedieilcy In adaptatlbn to the ever
chan'ging fortune and character of so
ciety. 'In the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety; therefore recourse 
should be had to their deliberations. 

These meetings should be at regular 
and stated intervals, but susceptible 
to special calls on special emergen
cies. As such meetings have no spe
cial control over individual churches, 
nor any deputied or divine right to 
exercise juri.sdiction over particular 
communities, their attention is called 
and their deliberations are to be de
voted to general objects, such as can 
not be so well dispensed or attended 
to by particular congregations. They 
'_Vill, therefore, occasionally require 
agents or missionaries, and these must 
necessarily be under their direction 
and control, as they must be sus
tained by their liberality, or that of 
the churches which in their associa
tional character employ them. As to 
the simple propriety, necessity, and 
advantage of such meetings and of 
such organization, there seems to be 
but one opinion so far as I can com
prehend the expressed views of the 
scribes and elders of the people." (M. 
H. 1849, p. 272, 273). 

3. Mr. Campbell justified such con
ventions and associational organiza
tions by the law of expediency. But 
more of this later .on. 

In May, 1849, he agreed to concur 
with the brethren in a call for a gen
·eral meeting in Cincinnati, Lexington, 
Louisville or Pittsburg (p. 273). In 
August he brought the matter up 
again, saying:· "I am of opinion that a 
convention, or general meeting, of the 
churches of the Reformation is a great 
desideratum. Nay, I will say further, 
that it is all important to the cause of 
refotmation. I am also of opinion that 
Cincinnati is the proper place for 
holdin~ such convention." (M. H. 
1849; p. ~75). 

Accordingly, the Convention of the 
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Christian Churches met in Cincinnati, 
October 24, 1849. A missionary so
ciety was organized and a constitution 
was adopted. Article 1st reads: "This 
society shall be called The American 
Christian Missionary Society.'' Arti
cle 2d. "The object of this society 
sh11;ll be to promote the spread of the 
gospel in destitute places of our own 
and foreign lands." A resolution was 
adopted recommending to the churches 
the propriety of forming among them· 
selves State and district meetings to 
be held annually and quarterly, in 
such way as might seem expedient. 

The constitution in full, and the 

various resolutions, were published in 
the Millennial Harbinger, December, 
1849. Commenting upon the matter, 
Mr. Campbell, among other things, 
said: "Our expectations from the con
vention have more than been realized. 
We are much pleased with the result 
and regard it as a very happy pledge 
of good things to come. Denied the 
pleasure of having been present on 
this interesting occasion by an un
usually severe indisposition, I am pe· 
culiarly gratified with the great issues 
of deliberation.'' (M. H. 1849, pp. 689-
693). Again he says: "We are, there
fore, peculiarly gratified to see with 
what unanimity, zeal and liberality the 
whole brotherhood assembled at the 
late Cincinnati convention. · It is the 
glory, and' I trust it will long be ·re
garded as the glory of the first conven
tion ever assembled of our brethren, 
that then and there .they unanimously 
resolved, in the name of the Lord, to 
institute~ to organize, and put into' 
operation · a society for spreading · sai
vation ' and civflization· over all ' the 
land, as far as the Lord will give them 

the means and opportunity." (M. H. 
1850, pp. 75, 76). 

Mr. Campbell was chosen the first 
president of the American Christian. 
Missionary Society, which position h~ 
occupied continuously for quite a num
ber of years. It was his custom to de· 
liver the annual address before the 
society, and several of these masterly 
addresses were published in the Mil
lennial Harbinger. 

There were fears expressed by some 
of the brethren that such conventions 
and· societies might assume to exer
cise authority over the churches, or 
otherwise misuse their power. Despite 
this fact , Mr. Campbell steadily advo
cated such organizations as essential 
to effective action, and as not involv
ing necessarily any such abuse. "The 
abuse of anything," he said, "is no 
argument against it." (M. H. 1850, p. 
640). In meeting objections to the 
society, he said: "A convention, au
thoritatively to decide matters of faith 
and Christian doctrine, and a conve~
tion to deliberate on the ways and 
means for sending out evangelists and 
providing for their maintenance, are 
just as different as a lion and a lamb, 
though both are quadrupeds." (M. H. 
1850, p. 638). 

"The conventions for which we 
plead," says he, "are conferential 
meetings on the whole a:l'fairs of the 
Christian kingdom. There are fields 
oj' labor to be selected, evangelists or 
missionaries to be sent abroad,. and 
the ways and means of· accomplishing 
these objects are to be considered and 
provided for. ·Brethren, as individ
uals, and churches, as individual com
munities,"·can nut · in· their individual 
capacities · accomplish . these objects; 
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There must be church as well as indi
vidual co-operation, in order to the 
accomplishment of our . obligations to 
the Lord and his cause in the world.'' 
(M. H. 1851, p. 605). 

When the church at Connelsville, ' 
Pa., received the constitution of the 
A. C. M. Society and a solicitation for 
their co-operation, they met and draft
ed a set of iresolu,tions presenting 
their objections to the society, which 
they submitted to Mr. Campbell. Their 
second resolution reads as follows: 
"That we consider the Church of Je· 
sus Christ, in virtue of the commis
sion given her by our blessed Lord, 
the only scriptural organization on 
earth for the conversion of sinners 
and sanctification of believers." Re· 
plying to this, Mr. Campbell says: 
"Their second resolution is the basis 
of all their objections, and yet it is, 
in the main, such a one as we all ap
prove. The only question ls, whether 
Christ's church is one community, or 
all the communities, founded upon a 
belief of His divine person, office, and 
mission. A church of Christ at Con
nelsvlne, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, or 
New York, is not THE CHURCH o~ 

Christ. The church of Christ is a very 
largely and widely extended commu
nity, and possesses a large field, even 
the habitable earth. The church for 
which Christ died, and for which .he 
lives and intercedes, is not the church 
at Connelsville, Rome, Ephesus or Je
rusalem, but is composed of all who 
have been b'aptized into His gospel, 
and continue to walk with him. Now 
it is compete~t to THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST to consult and co-operate with 
all , the indi:V:idual communities. called 
churches . or · Christ, .which enter. into 
her . 0Wll COnStftUelfCy, I ill WhateveJ' 

state, nation or empire they may be 
found, in each and every matter be-

. yond their own individual duties to 
themselves and their localities. These 
are matters which we regard as con
ceded by all our brethren, and there· 
fore, we offer no argument in support 
of them. The independence of any 
community in Christ's kingdom is not 
an independence of every other com
munity in that kingdom, in whatever 
concerns the interests of that king
dom. This would, indeed, be a fatal 
error to the progress and prosperity 
of that kingdom. In what concerns 
every private community, it is, indeed, 
independent of, and irresponsible to 
any other; but it is both dependent up
on, and responsible to, every other 
community, in all that pertains to the 
interests, honor, and prosperity of all.'' 
In meeting their general disapproval 
of the convention, he says : 

"That differences in judgment, as to 
the ways and means of evangelizing 
the world, by circulating the scrip
tures in different languages, and by 
sending out evangelists to labor in the 
gospel, were to be encountered, was 
anticipated by all who had thought 
much and long on the subject. Dif
ferences on this subject occurred even 
in the age. of the apostles, and gave 
occasion to some sharp words and dls
sentions among the chief men, all of 
one faith, one hope, and one grand 
aim and purpose in all tnat pertained 
to the constitution, laws, doctrine and 
usages of the apostolic 'church. ·we 
only ask and entreat our brethren to 
hasten leisurely in finding fault with 
such 'things as may, to them, appear 
ilot exactly to coincide with their bes~ 
judgment 'and ·conclusions, espectal~Y 
lli' 'those matters· which · are more or 
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less left to human judgment and ex
pediency, as some things are, and of 
necessity must ever be. 

"That some objections can, indeed, 
be justly made against some things 
said and done at the late con,vention, 
may be admitted, without judging the 
affair as ·obnoxious to the reprobation 
(approbation) of any Christian com· 
munity, or calling forth a declaration 
of non-fellowship with the whole pro
ceedings ." (M. H. 1850, pp. 285, 286.) 

Much more of the s~me character 
might be quoted from Mr. Campbe11, 
t o show his attitude toward conven
t ions and missionary societies. We 
tee!, however, that enough has been 
presented to show , that he, more than 
any other one man, was responsible 
for the .organization of the first mis
sionary society among the churches of 
the reformation. 

CHAPTER II. 

D·id Mr. C~mpbell Depart from HiF 
Fundamental Principles? 

It µow becomes our duty to notice 
the serious charge against Mr. Camp
bell and his co-laborers, of DEPART
ING FROM FIRST PRINCIPLES, 
HENCE OF BECOMING GUILTY OF 
"DIGRESSION." 

.The editor of the Gospel Advocate 
makes the following statement, which, 
with .apparent pleasure and relish, was 

. reproduced in the Christian Monitor · 
of Denton, Texas: "I do not believe a 
greater or more high-handed sin 
ag·ainst God was committed in Ameri-

,ca d.urlng the nineteenth century, than 
the organization ·of societies not re
qul11ed by God among th.e disciples, 
who aad .atartea out to restore God'• 

order of wo-rship, and to work in and 
through the churches of God." 

Just how far Alexander Campbell 
was responsible fo r this "high-handed 
sin," we leave to the candid decision 
of our hearers who have followed us 
thus far in this investigation. 

The ground upon which this t errible 
charge against Mr. Campbell and his 
associates in the reformation, rests, is 
the supposed departure from his ear· 
lier principles. · Had he not agreed to 
inculcate nothing "as matter of Chris
tian faith .or duty, for which there 
cannot be expressly produced a 'Thus 
saith the Lord,' either in express terms 
or by approved precedent?" Did he 
not say, that "nothing ought to be 
inculcated upon Christians as articles 
of faith, nor required of them as terms 
of communion, but what is expressly 
taught and enjoined upon them in the 
word of God?" Did he not have in
scribed upon his banner, "Where the 
Scriptures speak, we speak; where 
the Scriptures are silent, we are si
lent?" Where is the "Thus saith the 
Lord" for a .missionary society? Where 
in the word of God is a missionar~ so
ciety expressly taught or enjoined up
on us? Are not the Scriptures as si
lent as the grave about a missionary 
society? These questions are pro
pounded with an air of triumph, and 
Mr. Campbell and all who approve of 
a missionary society . are condemned 
as great sinners against the fundamen
tal principles. And this, in the eyes 
of the critic, is a most "high-handed 
sin" against God. 

But, in advocating the organization 
and interests of a missionary society, 
did Mr. Campbell depart from his ort: 
Jinal position and i>rfnClpleli? A prop-

DR. H. G. .FLEMING • 
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er answer to this question will dis
arm his critics of their logic, and 
should at least ,modify their modern 
spirit of bitterenss. 

In seeking the answer, we would re
mark: 

1. Those early principles above re
ferred to were regarded by Mr. Camp· 
bell and are so regarded by all breth
ren at present, as fundamental in de
fining the nature of the Restoration 
movement. 

2. No one has ever understood, bet
ter than Mr. Campbell did, the true 
import and application of thoE;e great 
principles. If . organizing a missionary 
s'ociety and advocating its interests 
set at defiance those principles, no 
one could have known that fact better 
than Mr. Campbell. Did he knowing
ly set at naught the very fundamen
tal principles of the great cause he so 
much lo.ved? Who can believe it? 

3. We must not overlook the im
portant distinction wltich Mr. Camp· 
bell always ~ade between MATTERS 
OF FAITH A~D MATTERS OF EX
PEDIENCY. I.p. the former r ealm, a 
"'THUS saith the Lord" must be re
quired. In this 'realm we must speak 
where the Scriptures speak; and be 
silent where the Scriptures are silent. 
In MATTERS OF 'FAITH nothing 
must .be r equired "but ~ha~ is express
ly taught and enjoined in the word of 
-God." 

Not so, however, in the ·realm of 
expediency. Matters of expediency 
are matters for which we have no spe
cific precepts In the apostolic writ
ings. 'fhey must be determined, there
fore, by the wise judgment and pru
dent discretion of the people of God. 
Where, for instance, do we read in 
the Bible of a convention Of preach-

ers orgamzmg a stock company, elect
ing a board of directors, establishing 
a religious journal, to be "simply a 
preacher among preachers," and insti
tuting the rule of "so much preach for 
so much pay," with the understanding 
that when the pay stops the preaching 
will also stop? Every item of this is · 
strictly true of the Christian Monitor. 
of Denton, Texas. Who would be so 
cruel as to demand a "Thus saith the 
Lord" of these good brethren, or the 
abandonment of their prudential ar
rangement? 

Mr. Campbell regarded the mission
ary society a mere expedential form 
or means of effective church co-oper
ation. As such it was, with him: one 
of the matters of vital importance to 
the kingdom of Christ, to be deter
mined by the law of expediency. 

In justice to Mr. Campbell, we af
firm, therefore, that he who accuses 
him of being untrue to his fundamen
tal principles, ignores the distinction 
he always made between matters of 
faith and matters of expediency, and 
blindly applies these principles to 
that realm where Mr. Campbell posi
tively asserts they do not, and cannot, 
apply; and where they were never in
tended to apply by the fathers of th'e 
reformation. 

This proposition, we feel amply able 
to prove from Mr. Campbell's own 
writings. This we now propose· to do 
by a logical analysis of his position. 

1. M.atters of Faith, and How Deter-
mined. 

"The Christian institution," says he, 
"has its facts, its precepts, its prom
ises, its · ordinances, and their mean
ing or doctrine. These are not mat.' 
ters of policy, of arrangement, of ex
pediency, but of divine and immutable 

\ 
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ordination . and continu·ance. * * * 
Whatever, then, is a part of the Chris
tian faith or the Christian hope
whatever const itutes ordinance' or pre
cepts of worship, or statutes of moral 
right and wrong, like the ark of the 
covenant, is not to be touched with 
u n ins p i r e d and uncommissioned 
hands.:' (Ch. Sys ., p. 74.) 

In 1849, he said: "We must make a 
broad, clear and indelible distinction 
between the elements of faith, p_iety 
and morality, and matters of temporal 
expediency. The former are wholly 
and exclusively of Divine authority. 
No church, s·ynod, council, or general 
assembly can of right, add to, change, 
or modify any one of these. 'They 
are all fore,ver fixed by the Messiah in 
person, and by Hfs inspired and di
vinely commissioned lawgivers, apos
tles and prophets. * * * Christian 
faith, worship and discipline, or what 
we have designated under the great 
categories of faith, piety and morality, 
we regard as matters of divine reve
lation and divine authority, already en
acted and saD<:tioned under the broad 
seal of Father, Son and H0ly Spirit, to 
which nothing is to be added, and from 
which nothing is to be subtracted, by 
any . synod, council, or conv'entional 
meeting whatsoever." (M. H . 1849, pp. 
270, 272.) 

Again, he says: "The law of expedi
ency, then, has no place in determin· 
Ing the articles of faith, acts of wor
ship, nor principles of morality. All 
these require a 'thus !jaith the Lord' 
in express statements, and the sacred 
writings ha,ve clearly defined and de
cided them." (Chp. Sys., p. 91.) 

.2. Matters of Expediency, and How 
Determined. 

. Mr. Campbell is just as explicit on 

this point as on t he preceding. As 
this is an impor tant phase of the sub
ject, we shall quote from. him freely. 

"In order to co-operate to the ends 
of the earth," he says, "it is indis· 
pensible that the churches have an 
intimate and approving knowledge · of 
one another, which can only be had 
and enjoyed in the form of districts. 
* * These districts are a part of the 
circumstances of Christ's kingdom, 
as well as (are) the manner of main· 
taining correspondence and co-opera
tion among them, and the occasions 
and incidents requiring concert and 
"onjoint action. For these, as well a s 
for the circumstances of any particu
lar community, the apostles gave no 
specifi c directions. . . . These, then, 
are necessarily left to the wisdom and 
discretion of the whole community, a.:i 
the peculiar exigencies and mutations 
of society may require * * * Whether 
the churches in a given district shall, 
by letter, messengers, or stated meet
ings, once or twice per annum, or oft· 
ener, communicate with one anot her; 
whether they shall send one, . two or 
twenty persons, or all go and commu
nicate face , to face, or send a letter, 
are the mere circumstantials of the 
Christian institution. Ca-operation it 
self is one thing, and the manner of 
co-operation another. Co-operation as 
much as the intercommunion of Chris
tians, is a part of the Christian Insti
tution. * * * It is of necessity that we 
co-operate, but of convenience that the 
churches in one county, State or na-

. ' tion form regular ways and means for 
.co-operation. • • • The ·forms, the 
ways and means by which effective co
operation shall .be attained, are left ·to 
the law of .expediency. • : • • In mat
ters that may ·be called th.e circum• 
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stantials of the gospel and of the 
church of Christ, the ·people of God 
are left to their own discretion and to 
the facilities and exegencies of society. 
Many things, indeed, that are of vital 
importance to the well-being and pros
pe~ity of the kingdom of Christ, are 
left to the law of expediencey. • • • 
The law of expediency is the law of 
adopting the best present means of at
taining any given end. But this ts 
a ma.tter which the wisdom and good 
sense of individuals and communities 
must decide. This is not, this cannot 
be, a matter of standing revelation." 
(Ch. Sys., pp. 91, 93.) 

Thus wrote Mr. Campbell in 1835. 
Let us now see what he had to say 
on the same point in 1849, just before 
the American Christian Missionary l;lo· 
ciety was organized. I ask your pa
tient attention to the followig signift
cant paragraph: 

"As are the temporalities of Chris
tianity in any country .or age, as are 
the conditions of surrounding society, 
(so) are the duties of the ~hole Chris
tian. profession in existing circum
stances in such province or empire. 
These must be necessarily contingent 
and open to the decisions of human 
prudence and discretion. These are 
wisely left open to human· wisdom and 
prudence, and ever to be mattera of 
conventional and covenant agreement. 
Covenants are as binding on churches 
as on any other parties entering Into 
them. Ill' an things pertaining to pub
llc interest, not of Christian faith, piety 
or• morality, the church of Jesus 
Chrlat in its· aggregate character, ls 
left l?ee and unshackled' by any apos
tolic authority. This ls the geat point 
which l aasert as of capital Importance 
In any great conventional movement 

or co-operation in advancing the pub
lic interests of a common Christianity 
and a common salvation. My strong 
proof for this conclusion is, that while 
'faith, piety and morality are all di· 
vinely established and enacted by spe
cial agents, apostles and prophets pos
sessed of plenary inspiration; matters 
of prudential arrangement for the 
evangelizing of the world, for the bet· 
ter application of our means and re
sources, according to the exegencles 
of society and the ever varying com· 
plexion of things around us, are left 
without a single law, statute, ordinance 
or enactment in all the New Testa
ment. For my own part, I see no ne
cessity for any positive Divine statutes 
in such matters. Whatever, then, se
cures the independence and individual 
responsibility of every particular 
Christian community, and at the same 
time leaves open to covenant agree
ment all matters of ccroperation in 
promoting the common cause of Chris
tianity in the world, fully satisfies my 
mind as to duty and obligation. • • • 
To ask for a positive precept in every
thing in the details of duties growing 
out of the various and numerous exe
gencies of the Christian church and 
the world, would be quite as irrational 
and unscrtptural as . to ask for an im
mutable wardrobe or a uniform stand
ard of apparel for all persons and ages 
In the Christian. church." (M. H. 1849,. 
I?II· 269, 270.) 

For fear that' some might interpret 
him as encouraging interference with 
U,ie revealed items of the Christian In· 
stltution, he gives us the following: 

'.'But in granting to the communi· 
ties of the saints this necessary li• 
cense of deciding what ls expedient, 
orderly, decent, and of public utlllty 

/' · 
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in the circumstantials of Christianity, 
no allowance is implied authorizing 

. any interference with a single item of' 
, the Christian institution. Hence, the 

necessity of a very clear discrimina
tion, not between 'the essentials and 
non-ess·entials,' for in Divine Chri'stian
ity there are no non-essentials, but 
between ,the family of God and its cir· 
cumstances, between the Christian in
stitution and its accidents." (Ch. Sys., 
p. 74.) 

From the foregoing we see the 
groundlessness of the charge against 
Mr. Campbell, that, in advocating a 
missionary society, he had abandoned 
bis fundamental principles. Those 
principles were just as dear to him 
in 1849, as when he renounced Peder 
baptism. He was wise enough, how
ever, to make a proper application of 
them, without becoming guilty of a 
narrow legalism so prevalent at the 
present time. 

CHAPTEL III, 

Missionary Societies and the u' nion 
Problem. 

.we must now notice the all impor
tant question of the missionary society. 
as it relates to the problem of Cliris-
tfan union. . 

That unrighteous schisms and fac
tions have arisen in many localities 
ovei- the legitimacy of a missionary 
society is painfully true. This is con• 
trary to the genius and spirit of our 
great tnovement, and ought to to be. 
:Sul: . just how' to avoid these unhC>ly 
divisions, l!J a prob'lem that has not 
"Ileen discussed With t:ha:t degree of 
brotherly lbve and forbearance which 
th~ subject d.emand!i. 

ft is 8.'ti maent fact th~t MT. OiiliIJ:i· 

bell did not believe that a missionary 
society involves ariy principle that can 
justify dLvisions and parties among 
the peo-ple of God. In 1842, he said: 
"Regarding church organization and 
administration rather as the politics 
of Christianity t_han of its essence ot 
of its soul-redeeming power, I fear 
nothing from any apparent or real di· 
vision of views or theories on the 
subject amongst our brethren. We are 
not disposed to schism, division, or 
even strife on any theoretical views 
of church organization or church gov
ernment. The strong amongst us do 
not despise the weak, nor do the weak 
condemn the strong; but the ' strong 
wait on the weak, and bear with the 
weak, and do not seek to please them
selves, but to maintain unity of spirit 
in the bond of peace." ' (M. H. 1842, 
p. 434.) 

In Mr . Campbell's view, nothing but 
faith in the Christ and obedience to 
Him should be required as a test of 
fellowship. A missionary society does 
not involve · or affect one's faith in 
the Christ and obedience to Him; 
hence it should not be made a test of 
fellows·hip. "Contend only for the 
faith, allow differences of opinion," 
was his distinctive utterance. Let men 
t hink as they please about matters of 
opinfon and expediency; . if they 'hold 
fast the HEAD, ·even Ghrist, and obey 
His -commands, I receive them as my 
brethren. This was hi.s positlt>ti, this 
his plea. 

As further reftecttng his views ori 
th'is pha-Se of the subject, wl!! quote as 
follows : "He that asks for unanhn
ttr {hi matteril t>f exiJedlency) okti 
(tlt wliat ts hot <O'fteri: attatn~ti1e in ii 
fimd1 nudiber or i:ief'son~, :He aka f6t 
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the liberty of one or two to govern or 
control a whole community-for the 
government of a minority, however 
small, over a majority, however large. 
This is virtually, though not formally, 
and not often inte.ntionally, the de· 
mand of all the advocates of unanim· 
ity in ascertaining or interpreting the 
law of expediency in any given case." 
(Ch. Sys., p. 93.) 

Since unanimity in matters or expe
diency is not always attainable, and 
cannot be justly demanded, how, then, 
is the problem to be solved, and strife 
and division avoided '? This he answers 
as follows: 

"The law of expediency enacts that 
a majority of the seniors shall decide 
in all cases what is most expedient to 
be done in attaining any or the ends 
commanded in the Christian institu
tion, the means to which are not di
vinely ordained in the written laws of 
the institution; and that the minority 
shall cheerfully and conscientiously 
acquiesce in such decisions." "Si~ce 
the age of social compacts began, till 
now, no other principle of co-operation, 
no other law of expediency can secure 
the interests, the union, harmony, and· 
the strength of any people, but that 
of the few submitting to the many." 

(Ch. Sys., pp. 93, 94.) 
He also urges the law of love as the 

only preventive of, or remedy. for, di
vision over matters of expediency, in 
the following language: 

"THE LAW OF LOVE IS THE SU
PREME LAW OF RELIGION, MOR
ALITY AND EXPEDIENCY. NO 
CODE OF LAWS, WITHOUT IT, 
COULD MAKE O~ KEEp. ANY · PEO· 
P4E PURE, PEACEABLE AND. HAP
f~;-. AND WITH :IT, ·: WE .ONLY 
WANT, IN MOST MATTERS, BUT 

GENERAL LAWS. This is the spirit, 
and soul, and body of the Christian in
stitution. We cannot love by law, but 
we can walk in love with no other law 
but that of love." (Ch. Sys., p. 94.) 

Moses E. Lard entered Bethany Col
lege in March, · 1845, and was a stu· 
dent under iv[• Campbell until he grad
uated in 1849. He became one of th~ 
greatest preachers and writerS" of his 
day. It is but reasonable to suppose 
that, in his writings, he would in a 
large measure reflect the views of his 
great teacher upon the subject now be
fore us. In 1866 he published an ar
ticle under the caption "Can We Di
vide," in which, among other things, 
he said: 

"Suppose the division have its ori· 
gin in some doctrinal question. In 
what light, then, should it be viewed, 
and how disposed of? Of course, in 
that case the first question raised 
would be : Is the doctrine clearly 
taught in the Word of God? If clearly 
taught in the word of God, the case ad
mits of a very simple solution. The 
party rejecting the doctrine would 
stand, on that ground, and for t~t 
reason aione, condemned:; while the 
party accepting would have to be held 
as no party, but as the church. But 
suppose the doctrine not to be clearly 
taught, or suppose it to admit Of a 
reasonable doubt whether it is taught 
~r not, how, t!1en, should we proceed? 
In that case the difference should be 
regarded as a dltierence of opinion, 
and hence should not be made a test 
of soundness in .the faith, or of fellow
ship~ Here, if .brethren were possessed 
of . even the . most ordinary share of 
love, the difference would eith~r per
manently . rest or permanently · end. 
nut if mi:e of the differing parties 
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should persist in an effort to force its 
opinion upon the other, or should do·g
matically require subscription thereto, 
or should make it any such test as 
has just been· named, then such party 
would have to be regarded as having 
become heretical, and would have to. 
be repudiated. The other party would 
have to be regarded as the chur-ch. To 
illustrate what I mean: It is held to 
be doubtful whether a . Christian man 
can go to war, according to the New 
Testament . For myself, I am candid 
to think he cannot. But others, let 
me allow, with equal candor, think 
differently. Suppose, now, we as a 
people, were equalfy divided on the 
point. Neither party could certainly 
force the other to accept its view. The 
difference should be held as a differ
ence of opinion, and hence should be 
made a matter of forbearance; But 
should either par ty attempt to compel 
ihe other to accept its view, and in 
ease of failure should separate, I 
should not hesitate t<:> regard the sep· 
arating party as a faction, and hence 
as condemned by the New Testament. 

"But suppose the point about which 
the difference existe~ to be clearly not 
taught in the word of God, and that 
this was by all admitted. For exam
ple, many brethren think we may, with 
perfect innocence, if we choose, have 
missionary societies; others think we 
may · not. About such societies the 
New Testament says nothing. This all 
admit. How, now, shall we proceed in 
this case? Much, certainly, as in the 
one just instanced. NEITHER PAR· 
TY SH0ULD ATTEMPT TO FORCE 
THE OTHER · ·TO ACCEPT ITS ' 
VIEWS ; and. with ·us there is not the 
remotest probabillty that such will ev- · 
er be the case. (Brother L; never· lived · 

in Texas.) But should any man or 
set of men rise up among us and at· 
tempt to make missionary societies a. 
test of fellowship, and should he, · in 
case of failure, separate from us, his 
act would be regarded as the act of a 
factionist, and the condemnation of the 
brotherhood would rest upon him. He> 
would soon find himself alone, p.eg
lected, and forgotten. Thus it appears 
far from being an easy matter to rend 
the body of Christ; and we may add. 

. alas for the . man that attempts it." 
(Lard's Quarterly, Vol. III, pp. 331, 
332.) 

My Own Position. 

I have taken exactly the same posi 
tion with reference to a missionary so
ciety in its relation to the union prob
lem that Campbell and Lard did, and 
for this unpardonable sin, the breth
ren of Texas who oppose missionary 
societies have pronounced me a here
tic, and have thrust me out of their 
fellowship. By so doing they have 
placed themselves on record as repu· 
dlating Mr. Campbell and the fathers 
of the reformation as heretics; and 
that, too, because of mere differences 
of opinion. We have seen that Mr. 
Campbell did not "DIGRESS" from 
the position and principles of the re· 
formation. We would modestly sug
gest, therefore, that those disciples 
who have "digressed" from Mr. Camp
bell, and have repudiated him and his 
principles, must -be the genuine "di
gressives" that we read so much about 
in these latter days. 

· Iil conclusion, permit me to submit 
the· following sev.en propositions, in · 
which I desire to set forth concisely· 
my own position upon this question · 
whfoh:has so:·much agitated 'the broth-
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erhood-the question of the mission
ary society and its relation to the 
union problem. 

l. By holding to faith in Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of God, and obe
dience to ·Him, as the ONLY TEST 
of Christian character, and ONLY 
BOND of Christian union and fellow
ship, we should with unswerving fi

delity, maintain and defend our great 
plea for Christian union, and allow nc. 
mere differences of opinion to mar the 
beauty or weaken the strength of that 
plea. 

2. The missionary society as a 
mere form o~ church co-o·peration, does 
not involve questions of faith, piety 
or morality, and differences here 
should be held as differences of opin
ion, and should not be made a test of 
fellowship. That 'is, the approval and 
advocacy of a missionary society 
should n~t be made a condition of ac-

. ceptable membership in the church of 
God. Neither should opposition to a . 
missionary society be required as a 
test of soundness in the faith, or as 
a ·badge of loyal discipleship. 

3. To seek to force my brother in 
Christ to subscribe to my views in 
favor of a missionary society, would 
be an unlawful attempt to bind upon 
bis conscience that which the Lord 
has not bound, and would e!'ect as a 
test bf fellowship more than faith in 
Ghrist and obedience to Him. 

4. · To •make the· views of my broth
er in favor of a missionary society, a 
cause for placing him unaer ban of 
non-fellowship, and a ground for sepa
ration from him, would be a 'Violation 
of· the law of ·Christ, and wou14 erect 
as a test of fellowship mo.re than faith 
Inc Christ and obedience to lUm. 

·6, Aa no . one can force me to gtye 

money to a missionary society, it can
not separate me and my brethren , un
less I can clearly show that my oppo&. 
ing will is the re.vealed will of God, 
and that my brethren, in adopting a 
missionary society as a means of co
operat ion, are manifestly violating the 
express letter of the law. 

6. To press my opposltion to a mis
sionary society so far a.; tq create di
vision and form a sP-parate ecclesias
tical organization, whose avowed mis
sion and purpose is to dlsfellowship 
and condemn as unchristian all breth
ren and churches that approve of mis
sionary societies, would be the act of 
a factionist . 

7. My position must not be con
stru.ed as inhibiting the liberty of the 
individual Christian or church to de
cline, for sufficient reasons, to work 
through the missionary society. It 
only denies the r ight of any man, or 
set of men, to condemn as unchristian 
or as disloyal, those who do thus co
operate. Brethren who press their 
opposition to a missionary society to 
this extreme cannot escape the charge 
of making the society a test of fellow
ship, and a sufficient ground for the 
unholy strifes and divisions, which 
have scandalized the church of our 
blessed Redeemer. 

God grant that peace may return to 
our Zion ; that love, the greatest of 
all the cardinal virtues, may be en
throned in every heart; that hate, the . 
blackest of the evil passions, may be 
engulfed in the depths of a forgotten 
past; that dogmatism, religious bigot
ry 11.nd intolerance may be borne away 
by some scapegoat Into the Wlldernl!ss 
of oblivion; that liberty, wlthh1 the 
bounds of fidelity1 may -be recognized 
as our bli"thright In Chriiit. 

I 
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Remarks. 

1. As early as 1835 Mr. C. advo
cated in the Christian system the Im· 
portance and necessity of co-operation 
on the part of Christians and OI!- the 
part of churches. At that time, how
ever, he did not set forth any definite 
form or system of co-operation, but 
contended that as the form or system 
was not revealed by apostolic instruc

. tlon, it must be determined by the law 
of expediency. 

2. A well defined system of co-op
eration was a matter of gradual devel
opment in Mr. C.'s mind. Hence in 
February, i 849, he says, "Experien.ce, 
than which there is not a more em
cient teacher, decides and taoln90$ .. 
that our present co-operation system 
is inefficient." He confesses that the 
churches were "without any system
atic form of co-operation," and joina 
In the general desire felt "for some 
well-digested systEJm of bringing all 
our energies to bear upon the church 
and -the world;" and even intimates 
"that organi zation is essential to pre
vent a retrograde movement." 

3. In a lengthy discussion of the 
question of a more systematic form of 
co-operation in 1849 he reaches the 
conclusion that "ail matters of co-op
eration In promoting the common 
cause of Christianity In the world" 
should be determined by "convention
al and covenant agreement," and adds, 
"Covenants are as binding upon 
churches as on any other parties 'en
tering into them." 

•. In August, 1849, Mrd, C. urged the 
importance ·aµd n.ecessitt of a conven
tion fqr a more general and emcient 
es, o,f the Reforma~qn, for tbe purpo1e 

of effecting "a more emcient organiza
tion or general meeting of the church
organizat!on." 

5. In answer to the call of Mr. C., 
a convention of churches did meet In 
Cincinnati, October 24, 1849, and In 
accordance with the purpose of such 
convention as set forth by Mr. C., 
the A. C. M. S. was organized " to 
promote the spread of the gospel In 
destitute places of our own and for
eign lands." 

6. There was "a conventional or 
covenant agreement," entered Into In 
the form of a constitution, with thir
teen articles. The terms of member
ship were defined, the ofil.cers to be 
elected were specified; the bpard of 
managers or execut ive board was con
stituted, and their duties outlined. 

7. On account of sickness, Mr. C. 
was not present at this convention, 
but was chosen president, which pos, • 
tlon he accepted and filled for a num
ber of years. 

8. With the proceedings of the con
vention and the full text of the con
stitution of the A. C. M. S. before him, 
he wrote as follows: 

· "It is the glory, and I trust 1t will 
long be regarded as the glory of the 
first convention ever assembled of our 
brethren, that then and there they 
unanimously resolved, In the name of 
the Lord, TO INSTITUTE AND PUT 
INTO OPERATION A SOCIETY for 
spreading aalvatlon and civlllzatlon 
over all the land." 

9. While freely admlttln~ that 1ome 
objections could justly be made 
against so,me. things said and done at 
t~e con.ventlon, he contended that 
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these objections did not justify any 
Christian community in condemning 
the enterprise or in ·declaring non-fel
lowship with the whole proceedings. 

10. Were My. C. still living, he 
would. unquestionably maintain the 
same attitude toward the missionary 
conventions and societies. He would 
still say there are some things being 

, said and done in thb conventions 
against which some objections can 
justly be made. But I do not believe 
he could consistently with his position 
in the past, declare non-fellowship 
with the great effort of the brethren 
to unite their forces and means in 
evangelizing the world. I believe he 
would still be in the forefront in his 
advocacy of organic co-operation. 

11. Some good brethren seem to 
think that Mr. Campbell believed in a 

·nebulous something called co-opera
tion, but not in a co-operation involv
ing organization. The facts of history 

· as well as his own express statements 
do not sustain such a contention: 

. HILLSBORO DISTRICT CHURCH 
.EXTENSION. 

Section 1. This association shall be 
composed of all the Disciples of Ghrist 

·in the Hillsboro District who contrib· 
·ute to the work herein outlined. 

Sec. 2. The object of this associ· 
·ation is to provide a fund to assist in 
· b u i 1 d i n g or otherwise securing 
,churches at weak points in this dis
trict. 

Sec. 3. No church shall l)e given an 
amount to exceed five hundred ($500) 
dollars. 

Sec. 4. The ch~rch builliing shall 
have no debt against it except such all 

may be due the Church Extension 
Board of the A. C. M. S. 

Sec. 5. All matters pertaining to 
management, collecticm, subscription, 
and apprcpriat:ion of donations shall be 
placed in th6 hands of the committee 
to be selected by the association. The 
association retains the right to direct 
in any way the action of the commit-
t ee. · 

Sec. 6. The committee shall serve 
'for one year, or until its successor ill 
elected. ' 

Sec. 7. No officer shall receive any 
compensation for his services. Such 
necessary expenses as postage, sta
tionery, printing, etc., shall be paid 
out of the fund. Also actual traveling 
expenses to investigate any application 
for a gift. 

Sec. 8. The committee shall in ev
ery case, before money is given, take 
such precautionary steps as shall avoid 
the building being lost to those who 
are in active sympathy with co-oper
ative Christian missionary work. 

This association was started at Italy 
convention April 12-14, 1906. Quite a 
number . took membership in it then. 
Brother A. K. Scott will solicit for thi1 
fund at the Corsicana convention. 

The committee will perhaps give 
Richardson $50 or $100. So those who 
took membership · at Italy, come to 
Corslcana prepared to make one offer
ing, any way. 

We hope, ere this season closes, that 
we will build at Teague, Quinlin, May
bank, Grand Prairie, Bristol, Edwards. 
We want to secure · at least 100 mem
bers at Corsicana. U you cannot at· 
tend convention, ·send mcmey and name 
to Brother A. K. Scott, New Hope, 
Texas. A. D. ROGERS, 

Evangelist Hillsboro · District. 
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THE HILLSBORO DISTRICT 
CONVENTION. 

As the next district convention 
meets with the First Christian Church 
of Corsicana, we, the officers in behalf 
of this congregation, desire to extend 
an invitation to our sister churches 
throughout the district to come and 
help make this the best convention 
yet held in the Hillsboro District. A 
fine program has been arranged for 
this meeting by the committee. The 
Corsicana church will do all in her 
power to make your ,visit pleasant. 
Come and be with us and enjoy the 
feast of good things that await all who 
may attend. Don't forget the place and 
time of this convention: Corsicana, 
April 8-10. All who intend coming to 
this convention, . will please send their 
names to our minister, J. E. Spiegel, 
905 W. Collin St., Cosicana, Texas. We 
want to welcome you. 

T. F. DRISKILL, Chmn., 
C. S. WEST, Secy. 

REPORT OF THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL, HENRIETTA. 

Record for , Sunday, March 24, 1907: 
Pupils and visitors, 93; teachers, 8; 
officers, 4; total attendance, 10'4; total 
collection $5.31; new pupils, 1; absent 
scholars, 33; chapters read, 116. 

T. E. SLAGLE, 
Sec.-Treasurer. 

Subscribe now. Get the Alexander 
Campbell and the Missionary Societies 
tract. The Mason and White debate, 
the minutes of the State Convention 
at Fort Worth . June 6th to 11th, the 
annual report of Texas Mission work 
and twelve sermons, all for a quar
ter of a dollar. Texas Missions sent 
one year to any address for 25c, or 
five copies addressed separately for 
one dollar. 

A. :[\'[. Harrell has accepted the call 
of the church at San Marcos. 

J. A. Arnold has gone to the min
istry of the Winnsboro Church. 

James N. Thomas of Saybrook, Ill., 
has accepted the call of the church 
at Haskell. 

The N. E. Texas Convention was 
well attended and not a dull address 

. was delivered. 

Six Living Links for State Missions 
in Texas is a good beginning. We have 
heard that East Dallas and the First 
Church Fort Worth will each support 
a missionary in the foreign field. Good. 
Go ;ti.ead, brethren. We hope to hear 
of others. Meanwhile give us $300 and 
we will sustain a missionary anywhere 
in Texas. Who will be No. 7? 

Dallas Art Glaw Co., Manufacturer11 
of all kinds of Ornamental Leaded 
Glass. Memorial Windows for Church
es a sl)ecialty. 

125-7 Patterson ATenue, Dallas. 

CANCER MICROBES SAID TO HAVE 
B EEN DISCOVERED. 

The Cancer Germ said to have been 
discovered by an Eastern Physician 
caused great surprise. Heretofore this 
disease was supposed to be caused by 
a cell growth. Carefa l experiments 
are being made. Dr. Bye, the Emin
ent Cancer Specialist, of Kansas City, 
Mo., is being besieged by hundreds of 
people suffering with this dread dis
ease. The Doctor Is curing many 
cases, thought to be incurable, with 
the combination of a Medicated Oil. 
Persons suffering or having friends 
afflicted should write for an illustrated 
book on the treatment of cancer, tu
mor, ulcer, piles, fistul a, and all skin 
and womb diseases. Address Dr. Bye, 
Corner 9th and Broadway, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

The editor of this Journal has wit
nessed some remarkable cures by the 
use of Dr. Bye's remedies. 
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THE MASON-WHITE DISCUSSION. 

On April 16, 17 a nd 18, beginning at 
8 p. m., at the Christian Church house, 
on the corner of Pearl and Bryan 
streets, Dallas. The writer has agreed 

to affirm the following , proposition: 
The Texas Christian Missionary Con
:vention with its Executive Committee 
is working in harmony with New Test
ament teaching. Bro. L. S. White, 
minister of the church worshiping 
where the discussion is to be held, de
nies. There are to be two thirty-min· 
ute addresses delivered by each speak
er each night. Bro. White is reported 
to be an able and experienced debator, 

and if the writer can do his part well 
there is promised a thorough ventila
tion of the subject. 

COUNTY WORK. 

The success of the •Dallas County 
work admonishes us to urge that oth
er counties In the Hlllsboro District 
undertake similar work at once. The 
plan is to evangelize. only about three 

months in the year, June, July and 
August, and to use the evangelist the 
other nine months aB pastor for two 
or more weak churches. Take John· 
son County; say Alvarado takes a good 
man for half time. The county board 
to also have half time, and this man 
could put in nine months at Eagan and 
Burleson, once per month at each 
place, and then hold meeting for these 
places at an ppportune time in ' the 
summer. The same would work in 
Hill, Navarro, Kaufman, in fact Cook 
County, in the district when little 
Rockwall could hi°ve their . county 
evangelist as pastor at Rockwall half 
time, and it would be easy to find 
points where he could do efficient 
work on this plan. 

Let us do something definite about 
this at the Corsicana Convention. 

The Bowie District Convention held 
at Henrietta March 22-25, was large, 
enthusiastic, li.beral. J . B. Faulkner, 
e~angel~st, gave a good report. Six 
hundred and. fifty dollars was pledged 
for the mission work in the district 
for the year. Colby D. Hall beat him
self in an address on education. Ran
dolph Clark gave a nr:e sermon on 
home influence in character building. 
The singing was one of the most en- . 
joyable features. Miss Faulkner has 
a fine voice and is one of the best 
leaders of soulful congregational sing~ 
ing. Hemietta's hospitality was com• 
plete. 

The railways have granted a low 
rate to the State Convention. Selllng 
dates from 6th to 7th and 10th. Good 
until 14th. See your ag\lnt and if he 
has not had instructions, have him 
secure the same. 

• 
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Oki Style New T orico • 

I I 

I A~~~h~w a d~~l:~~~~w TO~\!O Jon~~~~• old I I style as ordinarily worn. 
See the CURVE in our new TOR ICO lens. That's where the ad· I 

• vantage comes in. I 
Our new TORICO lens is EYE FORM. The eye is a Ball. Our 

I new lens is p<art of a larger ball. See the Point? I 
It DOESN'T CHANGE from NATURE'S OWN PRINCIPLES for I perfect vision. · It CURVES with the eye, and gives CLEAR, COOL, .I. NATURAL vision like you had before your eyes gave you any trouble. •• 
Any other lens compared to our new TORICO is a MAKESHIFT. 

To prove th is, we make you this offer: . I <Send your old glasses in and let us duplicate them in these new I 
lenses and if they are not the best glasses you have ever worn, they lltl 
wlll not cost you one cent . Write for prices and Folder about these 11 
nature·shap.ed glasses to-day. 

I ARTHUR A. EVEBTS, .Je·weler I 
222 Main Street, Dallas, Texas. I 

·--------~----------~---· THE HILLSBORO DISTRICT. 
This work was started in May, 1902, 

at Hillsboro, Texas. Bro. R . F. Carter, 
now of Midlothian, then at Milford, , 
called the brethren of Ellis, Hill, John
son, Navarro, Kaufman and Dallas 

. counties together in Hillsboro May 5·6, 
1902. At this meeting the brethren 
decided to make the work permanent 
and adjourned to meet again in Corsi
cana, July 1-3, 1903. At this meeting 
pledges were taken for the work to 
the amount of. $300, and Bro. B. B. 
Sanders (then State Secretary ) being 
present, proffered aid from the State 
Board, and the brethren accepted. The 
brethren asked me to take the field, 

agreeing to pay me $75 per month 
and expenses. I was to raise all I 
could each month in the field working 
with weak churches or at mission 
points and repor t to them the amount, 
and if it were not as much as salary 
and expenses, t hen they were due me 
the difference. If it were more then 
I was due them the difference. I ac
cepted the work and continued under 
this contract till December; 1906, 
when the brethren raised my salary 
to $1,000 per year , and expenses. At 
this writing, March 7, 1907, we are 
about even. 

At this meeting in Corsicana, July, 
1902, Bro. H . C. Hackney asked 'that 
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Freestone and Limestone counti'es be 
taken into the district, which request 
was gladly granted. At the Lancaster 
Convention, February 17-19 1904 
Rockwall county was admitted i'nto th~ 
district and at Blooming Gro.ve, No
vem ber 19-21, 1905, H enderson county 
was admitted. Hence we now have 
t en counties in the district. 

When we took the work there were 
only about 40 churches in the district 
in sympathy with co-operative work. 
There are now, counting Mansfield and 
Smithfield, in Tarrant county, and 
Quinlan, in Hunt County, about -71. 

Of the 3i'' new churches now in the 
district, 17 of them were organized by 
our district workers. I have also held 
some meetings out ·of the district 
which resulted in the starting up of 
four churches. There have been four
teen new church houses built in the 
district and we also have come into 
the possession of four others, making 
18 in all. r 

We have had eleven district conven
tions with an average attendance of at 
least fifty delegates. There have been 
902 additions in all in this work, 428 
of them by baptism. These additions 
are the ones had by the district work· 
ers. While we cannot correctly say 
that in the last four years our increase • 
has been 100 per cent in churches and 
membership, but we can truly say that 
our ability to do mission work has in
creased 100 per cent. 

Brethren, let us thank God and take 
courage and press on till every com
munity in this district has a place for 
the disciples of the Christ to meet 
on the first day of the week and work 
for Him in His own way till He comes 
again. Yours, 

, A. D. ROGERS. 
(Evangelist Hillsboro District.) 

SIMUL TANEOL!S MEETINGS. 

I want to call especial attention to 
our effort to have a simultaneous sum
mer campaign in the Hillsboro District 
this session. We want to be able to 
announce at least ten meetings to be
gin on the fi rst Sunday in ju!y, and to 
increase this number to twenty to be
gin on the third Sunday. We expect 
to hold at least forty meetings in the 
district in June, July, August and Sep
tember. vVe want to keep these meet
ings and the men who are to hold the.m 
before the seven thousand brethren in 
this dist rict, so that each member of 
tile church of Christ in the district 
can be a ble to pray for these laborers 
and meetings, morning, noon and 
night. I want each preacher in these 
meetings to know that there are seven 
thousand good people praying for him. · 
I want each community where these 
meetings are held to know that seven 
thousand brethren are anxiously and 
prayerfully waiting the results. To 
aid us in this work, all preachers who 
have agreed to help us to let us kno·w 
as soon as possible just what dates 
they can give us and also all churches 
and brethren who want to go into this 
campaign to give me their definite 
dates. 

Please let me know by the Corsi
cana Convention. Write me at Col
linsville, or come to the Corsicana 
Convention, April · 8-10, 1907, and tell 
me about it. A. D. ROGERS, 

Evangelist, Hillsboro District. 

G. N. Weaver was continued as the 
N. E. Texas evangelist. 

We have received 300 new subscrib
ers within the last month. Help us 
to secure 1,000 new subscribers by the 

June Convention. 
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WHY WE ARE HERE. 
(From an address by Ernest J. 

Bradley at the Alvarado Convention.) 
We are here in the interest of the 

great est work ever intrusted to man. 
We believe that the time has fully 
come when this question of missions 
ought to be placed side by side with 
that of Christian baptism. In the Com
mission as given by our ·Lord em-

phasis is placed upon world evange-
, lization as the supreme work for which 

the church was called into existence. 
True, J esus and His apostles did place 
a high st andard on the royalty of right 
living. James goes so far as to make 
it an integral part of the Christian 
religion to "keep oneself unspotted 
from the world." But he said some· 
thing else first-something without 
which platonic morality becomes but 
the plea of the self-righteous who 
stand in the courts of the temple and 
thank God that ,they are not like oth
er men: "Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, to 
visit the fatherless and the widow in 
their· affliction, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world." 

Jesus taught this lesson in a some
what extended form as recorded in the 
twenty-fi fth chapter of Matthew. He 
believed in the royalty of character. 
He taught purity of heart and of life, 
condemning every evil thought and 
lascivious look. He lived a royal life 
.'.-a .life as pure and beautiful as that 
of His virgin mother. But His last 
words to His disciples we're burdened 
with the thought of the world's re
de~ption. He says: "All authority 
hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth. Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, bap
tizing them Into the name of the Fa
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit; t eaching them to observe all 
things· whatsoever I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world." 

That a church of Christ can neglect 
this, its supreme work, without pass
ing under condemnation, I have se
rious doubts: When "He that holdeth 
the seven stars in his right hand, he 
that walketh in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks" would write unto 
the church at Ephesus, He says : "But 
I have this against thee that thou 
didst leave thy fi r st · love." The 
question that arrests our attention is, 
"W'hat was this 'fi r st love?'" In study
ing t he second chapter of Revelation 
we ar e convinced that the Ephesian 
church had not lost the faith "once for 
all delivered unto the saints." Jesus 
says: "I know thy works, and thy 

toil and patience, and that thou canst 
not bear evil men, and that thou didst 
try them that call themselves apostles, 
and they are not, and didst find them 
false. And thou hast patience and 
didst bear with them for my name's 
sake, and ha;;;t not grown weary." 

Neither was this church charged 
, with licentiousness. Between His sen

t ences of praise Jesus had uttered a 
word of condemnation. He bad called 
the church to repentance, saying: "Re
member whence thou art fallen, and 
repent and do the first works, or else 
I come to thee, and I will move the 
candlestick out of its place." "But 
t his thou hast:' in thy favor that thou 
"hatest the works of the Nicolatians, 
which I also hat e." When we remem
ber the zeal of the early church; how 

the disciples went everywhere preach
ing the Word; the missionary tires 
that burned in the church at Antioch; 
and that the apostles called upon the 
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DO YOU APPRECIATE THIS 
JOURNAL? 

It does not pretend to be a newspa
per only insofar as the State mission 
work is news. What is of greater in
terest than word about what our Texa1> 
missionaries are doing? They are our . . ·' . m1sisonar1es and this Journal belon&s 
to our Texas Brotherhood. It should 
be read by every family of Disciples of 
Christ in Texas. Every member should 
feel himself an agent for it. It has 
no rival and is the rival of no Chris
tian paper. The more it is read the 
greater the demand for other good pa
pers. Send us a list of subscribers 
a,nd db your people and our cause good 
service. 

FIVE SUBSCRIPT IONS FOR ONE 
DOLLAR. 

Send us the dollar and the names 
of five persons w!Jo would profit by 
r eading t his journal and thus make 
sixt y missionary visit3, where you can 
do much good, through "Te:ii::as Mis
sion s" in one year. 

ANY GOOD BOOK. 
Send to Box 280, Station A, Dallas, 

fo1· it. 

We will send you Texas Missions, 
Our Home Field · and the American 

. Home Mlsslonar:r all one year for 50 
cents. Three excellent, newsy jour
Btlls worth twice the money. lnclose 
cash or postage stamps to box 280. 
Station A, Dallas, ·Texas. 

Send us five subscriptions, all of 
these will go one year wherever you 
may say .. for one dollar. Can you do 
uetter work for a dollar? 

SONG BOOKS. 
Do you need them? Send to this 

office. We can save y6u money in the 
purchase. 

Does Your Church Need $60. 
This man can help you. 
Wnte him. Box 590. Dal
las. rrexas. 

$30 Goods Donated 
\Vil! tell you llow to ra ise 
the 0 ' her in l!i days. On 
request we will furnish 
a.dd resses of 1 •nraniza
t1ons that h::i.ve accep•ed 
th's offer. Reference: 

Rev. David Walk or this paper. 

Before You Purchase Any Other Write 
THE NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 

ORANGE, MASS. 

Many Sewing Machines are made to sell re1rard-· 
less of quality, but. the "Ne"' llo~e" is made 
to wear. Our i;uaranty never runs out. · 

We mal<e Sewing Machines to suit all conditions 
of the trade. The "New Ho1ne" stands at the 
head of all Hi~b-grade family sewing machinel 

Sold by authorized dealers only, 
f'Oft SALE BY 

The New Home Sewing 
Machine Compa uy 

289 Elm Street, Dallas, Texas 

~n:n.~~~---=----~----------------------

Texas Christian University 
NORTH WAG~TEXAS 

Is tile largest and most thoroughly equipped school belonging 
to the brotllerlload in all the Southwest. More tllan 30 professors, 
teache rs, and officers are in charge of tile various features of tile 
school work. Last year there were enrolled as follows: 

The leading universities and conservatories af America and 
Europe are represented in tile faculty. Well equipped libraries, 
laboratories and studios are at tile disposal of tile students. A 
large number of new upright pianos, tllree grand pianos, a pipe 
organ, and full set of band instruments constitute the music 
equipment. No scllaol has better pianos for practice purposes. 
We use largely tile Starr and Knabe, which are supplemented by 
the Emerson, Ivers and Pond, and Chickering. Graduating pupils 
practice on Chickering and Knabe full Concert Grand pianos. 

The Cllurcll Parsons system of Kindergarten music is taught by 
a graduate of tile system. 

One of the most successful Business Colleges in Texas is con
ducted in connection witll the University, affo•rding its students 
the full privileges enjoyed by the literary students. 

Address 
CLIN'rON LOCii:lIART, Pre!!ltlent. 
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'I~ ll dd-0an-~ arvts eollege i '~ ,, •• Qi 
'. ~. THORP SPRING, TlllXAll. i· ·. I Will open Its second session September 12, 1906, under the most favor-

able conditions ever attained In the scholastic history o! Thorp Spring. 
Every department In charge of a strong, competent tt>acher. College ~a· 
Bulldlug-.1 new and modern. Boarding facllitll'S first-cla.ss. Well '11/ 
eQulpped Chemical and Physical Laboratories. Mueic Department sup- ..:a;, 
plied with new high grade plano11 ot' best makee. For the tonnatlTe W 

~/all. period o! student lite the -vtroameata caa aot be execllecl. .:•· 
'.I~ There are no cohege debts to menace the future of the s chool. ,y/ 

J.l'or Catalogue addreH, ~f;' 
ADDlllOl'f CLARK, Pre .. d-t. j;i. 

~~..rv 
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COLONIST RATES 

To CALIFORNIA 
TWO TRAINS EVERY DAY 

Sunset Route 
Excursion Sleeping Cars Daily 

See Tloket Agent fer Rates and Additional 
Information, er write 

.aos. HELLEN, Gen. Pa99. Agt. 
HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
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