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FOOD WAS PROBLEM IN POLAN

Colonel Says Nazis Togl]]
Parcels From U. 5. Wai

BY W. L. REDUS.
The paramount question among
American prisoners at Oflag 64 in

Poland was food, but their next

biggest problem was keeping busy,
Col. Thomas D. Drake, senior offi-
cer in the group that grew to near-
ly 1,500, said here Thursday.

Colonel Drake, in Fort Worth
for a few hours en route to the
West Coast on an inspection tour,
now speaks of the camp in the past
tense, for it is in an area that has
been overrun by the Russian drive
and has been abandoned by the
Germans.

A few of the former prisoners
in the camp have reached the
United States. Some—Ilike Lt. Phil-
lip G. Poteet of Fort Worth—have
been liberated and are waiting in
Europe for passage home. Colonel
Drake hopes that this number in-
cludes many more of the Ameri-
can ground forces officers held at

.|Oflag 64.

Prisoner 19 Months.

Repatriated last September be-
cause of illness, after 19 months as
a prisoner, Colonel Drake said the
men at the camp devised all kinds
of activities to occupy their time
during the long, dreary days of
confinement.

“Since all the men at the camp

.\were officers and could not be

made to work for the Germans,
it was up to them to find their
own means to keep busy,” he said.
“Without something to occupy their
time, the long, tedious wait would
have been intolerable.”

They read a lot (books were
furnished by the American
YMCA), had daily ianguage classes,
engaged in athletic activities, and
cultivated a vegetable garden. The
men put on skits and shows, some-
times working as many as five at a
time, rotating the casts so more
of them could take part.
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Despite their isolation, they we
well informed about progress g
the war. Surprisingly enough, tha
got their information from Geyff

man newspapers, which Colondhl
Drake said were astonishingly i¢8
curate, even though the news vi§f 1In 26 days af
colored ‘with German propaganigiiwere cut off, (el Drake said,

The prisoners learned to rad|the average logt weight in the
between the iines and get anac-|camp was 8.76 ff2ds and some of
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place, when the reports said he{The Germangade them stop
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Larry Allen, war corresponci
confined at the camp, would hk
the German communiques, st
them of propaganda, and rewr
them into American news acco
form. To this, the Germans g
jected violently. ‘

“Allen then would put his
count and the communique side
side,” Colonel Drake related, ©
show them the facls were exag
the same. ‘You don’t even k
what’s in your own communiqu
He would tell them.”

No radios were permitted in gh
camp, except a German propaga
radio attached to a single |
speaker. ‘

Kept Red Cross Parcels,

Last year, Colonel Drake §
the Germans began systemati
terference with delivery of the
Cross food parcels on whic
prisoners depended to keep aliv
They also took away any stocks"
food that had aceumulated iy
camp. £ S ;
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propaganda was telling the.
mans that Americans were |
ing,” he said. “The German
papers would reprint pictures
American magazines, show!
queue of people lined up i
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