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Texans with any pride left in th.ei ~fate's dignity 
and self-governing efficiency wjll nthusiastically 
welc;eiA~.to,. ey General Dan Mo r's ruling that 
supp · rl· g a impeachment sessio_n_ :of tbe'!Jegislature 
by a p v fund would be "agains-t • ublic policy." 

How seriously "against public poli " this ruling 
itself h lps to prove. For, after th~ a orney general 
rules tPiat such a session is illegal; it i$ lair to assume 
that if the session is held on a priva contribution 
b11sis regardless, the attorney general ·ill be called 
on to · test the validity of any impeac ments it may ,,. 
secure. -

Thus, in addition to the disgrace'"% this peculiar 
financial arrangement, Texas might resent to the 
world for weeks , or months of exten<3 d court argu­
ment, the absurd spectacle of .a state ich had gone 
through the forms of impeaching its · ga , ernor without 
being sure· that it could make the impel, chment stick. 

Merely on the legal side, the disor ers which the· 
privately supported impeachment S'ess o.n .is capable 
of causing, might be fittingly complf.1ed with the 
political pandemonium which reigne~- in~ atious sout.h­
ern states when rival factions clashed over the pos­
session of the legal government duri~g e reconstruc-
tion period. · · . 

By accepting the attorney general'siling as valid, 
and r~je~ting _the. lo-ans, or gif .. ts, of p ___ riv __ te i~diyiduals_ 
to their impeachment cause, the leg1slat re, if 1t must 
WW~iH.:-~:;pite.,.,of_.oommonJsens~·;..n .. -the evidence; 
can a't !fast do the ' job in a clean-cut fa hion that will 
last, instead of merely leaving a politic I mess around 
to plague us until a year from next Jan ary. 
·' But Mr. Moody is right in declari · · the private 
contribution method aga1nst public p icy on other 
grounds as well. Fortner Governor Fe uson himself 
has scarcely over-stated the case in de~I ring that "the 
members of the legislature who respon led to such a 
call would sit as jurors in a criminal p · ceeding, and 
if they permitted anybody to give th , a nickel for 
their services they would be just like a other bribed 
juror in a criminal case." 

This would be essential1y true, wer, 
impeachment of the 'governor an ' extre 
sity instead of a mere p-olitici!l oppo 
the underwriters bf the itnpee'chment 
ulated to make their co~tributions 
motives of patriot-ism and public d1-1ty, 
be hard to imagine -a governor so con· 
gerous to the state that it would not h 
him in office than to establish the prec. 
body but the properly qualified offici 
tr~?_::; ury can pay an impeachment sess~1 

Such logic may be painful to th 
brigade, and it is possible that Mr.· 
may defei.\t the · plans for holcfa:__, the 
~his is what happens, it will be" a p)'i 
that the mbtives for impeaching Go 
were never worth much sacrifice an 


