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. :· . . BY GILL ROBB . mar was subsidizing I 'air , transport . with 
On May 20, 1946, ci'vil -aviation . in . the 350,000 crowns annually, Finland was op-

- i.Unlted States will celebrate the i _oth, an- · era ting international , afr commerce, and . 
niversary , of the passage of\ the air com-_ Czecho~,ovakia, seeing herself the aerial 
merce act of 1926-cornerstone, of . the crossroads of Ei.irope, had formed, under 

· American structure of the air. · Presiderit 'Masaryk, a · foundation for ,avi- ' 
, • · • ,' ' • ; :< , · , · · -- a!ion: _ devel~pment ,'. a1,1d pr~~ag;inda. , Bel~ 

When the · American Congress in . 1926 .. gmm was m the Congo with her state­
first enacted the law which placed the' gov- · :;ubsidized , airlii:ie, Sabena. Holland had 

. ernment _ behind civil _aviation and gave· ; giy~n . K. _ L._ M: millions of -~uilders, was 
. the . aviation industry · a_ legal'. ·status, all , flymg throughout !he Low .Countries a~d 

othei: major and most-minoi: natiops , were . ha<! explored by air the _ rout«: to Batavia 
far ahead in this respect. This column will _- a~d ,the, Netherlands East Indies . . 
sketch the . foreign scene_ prior to .. Uriited . :·. , However, the foregoing and similar ef­
·States ,,.recognition .of the significaric;e,,,of ,\ forts ; in other nations _were insignificant 

' civil flight . , / . . r. · i ;, , : i 3cqmpar~d to what was .. brewing . . in Ger~· 
. By February 1919, · Great _ Britain : had, µtan)". , There _ civil • aviation development 

created a civil aviation departjllent in her was already throwing long military fore- . 
Air Ministry. Within several years ,. she shadows. Germany led the world in -com­
had . pledged £1,000,000 of subs!dY ,to ;Im-> ,:mercial air ~trimsport. Of the 132 air lines , 
perial Airways which was flying scheduled . "of , the world in 1925, ·Germany controlled . 
routes to ' many European c.:pitals,/ lndia\ 62;, '.'.She ,. had 19,000! miles of airway .con- :, 

•. and Africa. In 1925 her director <>f 'civil · \ structed within the : Reich and was ' com-
. aviation was saying, "there will, co1l)e , a ,: .. bining , her two largest • lines," Deutsche '. 
:day-,-unless we maintain air : communica- " Aei:o Lloyd and -Junkers; into one state 
tioris-;-our great empire will assuredly-Jt\elt ' ,line, Deutsche Luft Hansa, which she sub-
into the mists of the past.'' ; · , . sidized with 19,000,000 gold marks a year: 

; • • • ! . ' .• . . . . . • '"• • . . ,. . 
BY, 1~19 France had sut?sii'dzed civii ~ir ' .. '·-iaet6fe 'the ; Unit~d States' eten recog­

transp0rt with $2,000,000, !ind : created -an : --riit'ed civil air transport, Germ;my had. 
' undersecretary for aeronautics iri tJ)e gov~: <connected all , the principal countries of 

ernment. Soon she had five air lines · covs ' ~Elirope and had lines to the Far East and . 
ering I Europe, Africa and the Middle · East ~., South 'America · through an arrangement 
with 200 tr11nsports in operation. She ' had with Spain to develop Seville as the aerial >a,- wide-flung meteorological sezyice, . air- .lleart. of western Europe. German airplanes ., 

f ways; some 60 . factories building engines · . were . flying more miles and carrying more . 
;'A ind~pl0ane~l and ,held most of ,, the· world ' passengers_ than British, French · and Ital;" 
•Wying :records, ·. ·· . •~ , 1ans combmed. 
tj~,;,\_Infllµssi(.iD: 1925·;the_ . P~Pl_e's commis- .- ' ·- In South Am.erica Germany was also 

~s11n~tH~~. WJlf and_.;. mimne sa1_d_ that the -preparJng -ll~r aviattoJJ:' fµ~qr~. \;Jii the Ar• 
eC9Q(>mW'1:,develppm~Jl~ \ of Rus~1a. largely ' gentine, Junkers was i .subsidized. Lloyd 

·- il"'ntl~!:ll.: gp ·- ~yiatJoff~ At · thft t1JJ1e th~-~~• · ·R,.~- · · · . ·-· · · d · -~· · - . 
l ~f.'1•'e' . : -"'fl 1i;nl 1mbp,'. :i>tl,~tran«_n oi-'t".:ifil.{\jn_ e -~_;_.; . ' ·"' fel~~ . }L~J¼ ,.,,}ffi1l~~lli•reli'..i:!~_-,. t!&~_•· ' . ~ 'i''!'". .. . u il1f'_ . '1'tt.- .,.. • . _. , - , . -· 1,,T'I • .. u i "Cul e .. n - .-ov.emmefl~ u...,_'l;>!"O ~t-~'1-,,... 

~f-~~~~~i,J~~~~~~l~~~~~~;~d(~m••~:,~~1i.~~2P~~-:-~ 
Jmd mo~t enthus~asbc !P recog~uzing _ CIVll- . foi:- .exclu11Ive af ~e~zue~ 
air . com!llerce. · . . . . ". . .: · I~. fact.~iG~#lllY•~.was ; µ~ing aviation . 
'~-, ,The 1m~rtance of CIVll aviation in It~l}'. throughout !'tlie ' wotld~ 'as l1t:lir, "agency . of ' 

: :: ~a!! , rec9~n1zeq by th~ _fact th~~ ~ussoti~• "peaceful:,' / penetration and was getting · 
~ ~il~e, ~u~sel/ the mtf!:~St~r . o; _,;air, sue:!i ·away with it . . "All the ·money she ; WQUld '.' 
?~dµed:, tlVll air e~terpr15e, orgifflized ~e · , ha:ve used on -'a military air force ·went , to,,. 
" transport compames and declared that mod- ., . . .1 t , rt"'_-1 T-h · , u· . .. , •_-_· - -- _. •· , , _ - •t:· · ,-: ;_,.·_ ., -· · • • • • , • - d - d ' .. · - t · c1v1 ranspo "" e . av1a on prov1S1pns ,:m .:-
?'ern CIVll!zation mus~ epen upon m!ls ery , the Versailles Treaty proved - to be the-.,, 
; __ :,~f ) he; ,~1'. , :.• ,/:,:' • : :t·•, •: . ,. . • · sectet weapon-•of .. thei: Reich.. The . fat . was.,, 
:<, · ' _.;- ·•.- · .::··.:\1••-.,• • ·. ~ • ' -r ·'· ' ·' in the' fire · ·' ' · ·-· .· · ,·· · ·' · · 

··Meanwhill!; also ~in the early '20s, Den- . I .th u· •• , ·t "·-dr ·s· ta_·,t.-'" ."B-··:ll . M-. ·t h ·11 , · · · · • · · n e: m e ·• 1,a es: 1 y·. 1 c e was 
•· . in, a frenzy, for he understood what the ::·r-O.D·_ A·Y'S::_:-_-~Q-_R-osc·oPE foreign picture aloft meant to the future tt of the United States, where we had not 

· by -Genevleve ·_1temble ,; 
yet so much as officially recQgnized that 
civil air commerce had a future. 


