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On May 20, 1946, civil aviation in the
United States will celebrate the 20th an-

- niversary of the passage of: the:air com- -

merce act of 1926 — cornerstone, of  the
Amerlcan structure of the air,
¥ w® ¥
When the American Congress in - 1926
first enacted the law which placed the gov-
ernment . behind civil aviation. and gave
. the. aviation industry a_legal status, all
other major and most minor nations. were
far ahead in this respect. This column will

civil flight.

By February 1919, Great Brltain had
created a civil aviation department in her
Air Ministry. Within several years:. she
had pledged £1,000,000 of subsidy to:Im-
perial Airways whlch was flying scheduled

. routes to many European capitals, India’

' and Africa. In 1925 her director of ‘civil:

aviation was saying, “there will come a,
day—unless we maintain -air: communica- -
tions—our great empire will assuredlyﬂelt .

into the mists of the past.”
» * *

By 1919 France had subsidi_aed civil air'

transport with $2,000,000, and :created.an
' undersecretary for aeronautics in the gov-
ernment.

with 200 transports in operation. She:had
a w1de-flung meteorological service, "air-
* ways, some 60 factories building engines
# and - planes, ‘and held most of the world
ﬂymg records.

... In”Russia in 1925:the peoples commis-
-..sarlat for war and marine said that the

-economic- developn;ent of Russia largtegy :
ed on ayxat on.#iAt- that time the..
had' a number. of transport.ait lines™ fp

, deper
Sovxe
hnkmg her principal ‘cities, and pa&senger,s

Sl g! With ‘all’
.gw“ OW! HER{: erva;xons a

and most enthusmstlc in recogmzmg civil”
air commerce.

‘The importance of civil avxatlon in Italy
was recognized by the fact that Mussolini
made himself the minister of  air, subsi-
dized. civil air enterprlse, organized seven

transport companies and declared that mod- :

-ern civilization must depend upon mastery
- of the air. £ o , _

Meanwhnle, also in ‘the early ’20s, Den-
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Soon she had five air lines cov-'
ering Europe, Africa and the Middle East

13

' subsidized airline, Sabena.

-bining - her two largest lines,”

Aarqwﬁahnanwag orgamzed in.

“peaceful

m was subsxdlzmg air transport thh
350,000 crowns annually, Finland was op-
erating international  air commerce, and
Czechoslovakia, seeing herself the aerial

crossroads of Europe, had formed, under

President Masaryk, a'foundation for .avi-
ation development ‘and - propaganda. . Bel-
gium was in the Congo with her state-
Holland had
given K. L. M. millions of .guilders, was
flying throughout the Low Countries and

“had explored by air the route to Batavia
'and the Netherlands. East Indies.

sketch the foreign scene prior to. United
-States - recognition of the sxgmﬁcance of

; However, the foregoing and similar ef-

forts . in -other nations were  insignificant
_},compared to what was brewing in Ger-

many. , There civil : aviation development

was already throwing long mllltary fore-,

shadows. Germany led the world in- com-
mercial air Atransport. Of the 132 air lines

“of the world in 1925, Germany controlled

62.. 'She had 19,000 miles of airway .con-
structed within the: Reich and was com-
Deutsche
Aero Lloyd and Junkers, into' one state
line, Deutsche Luft Hansa, which she sub-
sidxzed with 19,000,000 gold marks a year.

* % »

Before ‘the United States even recog-
mzed civil air transport, Germany had

~connected ‘all the principal countries of

Europe and had lines to the Far East and
South ‘America through an arrangement
with Spain to develop Seville as the aerial

heart. of western Europe. German airplanes |

were flying more miles and carrying more
passengers than British, French and Ital-
ians combined.

“In South America Germany was- also
preparing her aviation_,‘future.- In the Ar-

gentine, Junkers was' subsidized. Lloyd-

by

“Scadta,

. ‘Chilean government, ; had*
Junger‘s aircraft.for ‘military use.

S nGErmanys was i tr)
for exclusive air rights in Venezuela.~

in, Colombia _wai_ §u§mg Junkers and Dor— :

g~ amotig™ the first e

In faet,:; .Germany» »Wasy. using aviation .

throughout * the ‘worfld” ‘as “her “agency of
_penetration and was getting
away with it. ‘All the money she would
have used on_ a military air force went. to

“eivil transport !The aviation provisions mf‘
; the Versailles Treaty proved to be the®

; ,secret weapon ‘of . the.Reich.. The fat was:

in the fire.

In the United ‘Statés’ Bxlly Mitchell was
in_ a frenzy, for he understood what the
foreign picture aloft meant to the future
of the United States, where we had not
yet so much as officially recognized that
civil air commerce had a future.




