January 29, 1944,

tolor General larold L. George,

Commander, Air Trensport Command,
Yasidnglton, D. C,

Dear Generals
At the tinme you were in Port “orth I

discussed wlith you and Genersl Cruig the nutier of

mriorities for the Directors of the american Alir-
linaa, which naturally would apply to all olber ali-
lines. Kecently at a wmeeting in New York, Mr., A, N,
Kemp, President of the imerican iirlines, gave me a
copy of & lelter {'ron Colonel R, ¥, Ircland Assis-
tant Chief of Staff; Priorities and "‘raﬂ'ic, Ady
Transport Command in which Colonel Ireland has in-
dicated his sympathetic feelings on the matter and
at the same time in sum and substance twoms the re~
quest down and indicates a long process through which
we could meke request for transportation, copy of
wiich I enclose herewith,

In the third paragraph of Colonel Ireland's
letter he states as follows: "Currently effective Var
Departnent regulations and policies require that each
request for priority for air transportation be indi-
viduslly evaluated with respect to its wgency to the
wer effort and the possibility of completing the mission
in guestion via suwrface trangportation. ¥e are aware
of the vitally important service being rendered by the
airlines in the prosecution of the war, as well as the
fact that frequently the war effort activities of air-
line Directors are such that on occasions they can at-
tend Directors' meetings only if transportation by air
is available, This situetion, however, is not unique
with respect to airline Dimtora as there are thousands
of corporations engaged in the war effort, ithe activity
of many hundreds being confined exclusively to the pro=-
duction of war materials or the provision of services
indispensable to the war effort,”

This may be the broad way in which to view
the matier, however I feel that there should be some
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c¢lstinction letween the directors of sirlines who
sre performing a tremendously importent service for
the Government and practleally without compensalion
or profit. This unususl extre amount of business
nakes it necessary for the imerican management o
keep on its toes nand Iin close conlact with operations,
henee 8 Directors! meting oach month, In my case,
I heve been a director In the imerdcan ilrlines since
the iviation Corporation was orgenived in 1928, I
havaaauwmt.mmmminﬁwwmml
am intorested in keeping in close contact with iis
operstions and sctivities, and so I muje n regular
monthly trip to Hew York %o attend the meetings, which
would be somewhat difficult to do if I had to make
the trip on the train, as 1t takes about 45 or 30
. howrs imlw:iing a reusonzble allowance for laieness,
which we can make in # or 9 howrs by plane,

Mo one is more appreciative of the great
Job that the Alr Transport Command is doing or has
wgmaﬁrm@ﬂthﬁ%pm&momﬂm&ﬁmy
at hammmlfeslztshmﬂdmﬁbaimmﬂiem
to pernlt the imerican Directors %o have a priority
on essential trips., Our next meeting will be held on
the customary third Vedneadey, Februury 16s ;

I roalize Colonel Irveland l1s faniliar
with Those conditions as his experience in the United
g ne doubt brought him in close contect with sinilar
problems, leanwhile, I wonder if you would be willing
mmiauﬁﬁmm go to speak, and gee i it
would not be possible to jspue me & prioriiy on these
- regilar trips,

Thanking you for your consideration in
the matter end with the hope that Colonel Ireland will
not feel in any way that I an trying to po around his
ruling, and with best wishes, I an

Sincerely,

AGC .58



