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ON HIGHWAY BOARD 

(An Editor ial) 
The resi&:n.ation of Chairman Lan­

ham arr ,..co\nmissioner Burkett of 
the Higff\va1. Departl[).ent, tendered 
and accepte Mon"y afternoon does 
not mean a:· settj.e ent of the high­
way situat;ln by y means. They 
merely me/n the clearing of the 
atmosphere' for 't e time being and 
open the V(!ay to a con1plete reorgan­
ization and a satisfactory handling 
of the highway problem. 

There a r e several things the situ­
ation requirns. First, public confi- j 
dence in t he handling of t h e Ifigh­
way Dep a·r t m en t must be r est or ed 
immediately. That confiden ce can 
best be restored by the tYP(\ of men 
,_wleef.ed t o:; fill -th ese.s.ae_ii,uc.ie',....3ll.0;, 
!~election ; is up to Gove/ nor Fe~·g u~ 
130n and for t he s3/ke of h er o wn 
administr ation , if for n o other, the 
men she names should be men ac­
customed td handling big transac­
tions; men of unquestioned ability 
and reputation. these places at t h i;;; 
time, h er., action will go a long way 
t oward re-establishing confidence in 
the Highway Department. 

But men of this typ'e, even if they 
£an be induced from patriotic mo­
tives and a desire to serve the State 
to step into the breach , can not ac­
complish very much unless g iven a 
free hand and cer tain ly none of this 
type can be expected to accept 
less assured absolu te freedom. 
.limg as politics h olds sway in 
Jilghway Departmen t, d issatisfac­
iion with its work will continue and 
the public may as well expect d is­
closures in the fu t ure comparable 
with th·ose it is now passing th ro ugh. 
Tp.e; _Higµway Department can n ot 
1:1ueceed if it is to be made t he pol'it­
ical agency of any a dminfstra tion. It 
must be regarded as a business in­
stitqtion and it must be conducted 
'O.tl-' a businesslike basis if it is to· 
,11ucceed •. 

The Highway Department is the ·· 
.~t.J inport~~t ' ag!lncy ot state g i)\"'• 
'eTni)1ent: '-It· scpends-near.ly, as ~m-tich 
money as the Legislature approprf~ 
ates for the conduct bf all other de­
parlm~li.ts com l;>ined. Its a nnual ex­
venditU:res approximate $17,000,000 
a nd '.-w ith the increa s ing number of 
aut omobiles t h is s um is s t eadily 
:mounting: The, jud icious spending 
of-; such an enormous sum is a task 
th&t. requires men of the highest 
type,' of judgment and business ex­
"perience, and then they_ can spend 
jt,' wisely only when they spend it 
~s business judgment dictates. If 
hey are 'to be forced to listen tp or 

even: to a ccept out side dictation in 
the interest of politics, the ir effo r t s 
n aturally will fail and the public 
will · just as naturally suffer. 

Our idea is that the Highway 
Commission should be composed of 
the/best ' business men possible to 
obtain; that they should b·e allowed 
abl;iolute freedom in the formulation 
of: their policies, and that the chief 
engineer, whom the law makes the 
~hief e xecutive officer of t he depart­
m ent, should funct ion as such ; t h at 
he should be held responsible for 
the' building up of his engineering 
and departmental organization and 
reaponsible for the manner in -' which 
that organization functions. The 
;irules that govern _successful 
ness enterprises should govern th~ 
Highway Department. 

When the publlc realizes the great 
importance of the Highway Depart­
m ent, the enormous amount of 
money it expends every year, 
easily see the necessity for apply­
ing business principles to it. Then 
the Hig~way Department will cease 
to be the political agen cy of t h e stat e 
a dminis t ration and its affairs will 
be conducted on a businesslike ba­
s is and to the best interests of the 
taxpayers. Then we shall hear no 
more of million dollar contracts let , I 
without bid or other road i 
ments awarded wrthout 
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