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Cargo Airpl anes 

Enclosed i s compar ative performance data f or the DC6-A Airf reighter 
a.nd t he DC- 4 Airfreight er . The DC6-A Airfreighter has a payload capacity 
of approximately 27,500 lbs . a s compared to 17 ,700 lbs. for t...11e DC-4 
Airfreight er . 

Our figures indica t e that t he DC6- A will have a Direct Flight Expense 
of 8¢ per available t.on mile as compar ed t o 10¢ f or the DC-4. Compar abl e 
Ground Expenses ar e esti mat ed at 7 .2¢ and 8 . 5¢ respectivel y . Total 
Oper tfag Costs of the D06-A woul d be 15. 2¢ per available ton mile as 
compared t o 18 .6¢ f or the DC- 4 Airfreighter . This is a reduction of 
approxima t ely 20% in t on mile cost e:nd reduces the load factor necessary 
t o break even from 82 .9% t o 67 .9% f or cargo schedules . 

The DC6-A will cruise at 305 miles per hour as compared t o 230 miles 
per hours f or t he DC-4 Airfreigh ter . The most important advan·tage of the 
improved speed of the DC6-.~ i s that it vdll enabl e Amer i can .Ai r lines to 
schedule flights l eaving the ee..st coast at 11100 p .m., and yet still 
provide f irst morning delivery to the west coast . We cannot do this ,dth 
the pr esent DC- 4 equipment . With t his increased speed, the frei ght er 
schedul es will carry more mail e:nd express and thereby increase the average 
return per t on mile f or traffi c on f r ei ghters . Over the lifetime of the 
a i rpl an e , t his will be an imr, .rtant revenue factor, improving the 
profit ability of the freight service. 



American Airlines ,e Inc. 

Comparative Performance (System) 
DC6-A - DC4-AF 

DC6-A 

Gross Takeoff Weight 106, 000 lbs. 
Average Payload Gapaci ty 27 , $00 lbs. 
Average Cruising Speed 305 

Direct Flight Costs: 
Per Available Ton Mile 8.o; 

Ground & Indirect fiight Gostsi 
Per Available Ton Mile 1.2; 

Total Operating Costs, 
Per Available Ton Mile 15.2¢ 

Breakeven Load Factor 67.9% 
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004- AF 

73 ,000 lbs. 
17,700 lbs. 

230 

10. 1; 

8.5; , 

18.6¢ 

82.9% 


