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SEVBNTY*FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

Uonographi personnae: Observer 
Chorus 
Preacher 
Addison Clark 
Randolph Clark 

Enter the Observer. He lie;hts the lanterns and turns to 
the audience: 

Observer: I am the Observer. 
I make the introductions and I prompt the readers. 
I tie the events and the elements of our celebration 

together: 
(He nails up the 75th placque.) 
There: Neu ne are ready to begin ! 
(He tJall::s dorm to his pl.e.ce, puts 011 his coat, bons, smiles, 

clears his throat:) 

Seventy-five years J 
Tha.t 1s a long time: 

PREilJDE: 

A lifetir.le and a little more. 
Seventy-five years 
Of parching uinds and ra,1 uea thcrs, 
Blom.ng sand and prairie thistles, 
And sun, hot and brilliant ! 
It is ha.rd to make things gron in a place like the prairie. 
It means try again and again and fight and fight, 
And usually the result is stunted: a seared and dmrfish thing, 
And so one starts again and fights and struggles, refusing to 

give in! 
That has been the fibre of our years: 
Of every one of the seventy-five. 
Bu.t ne have non 1 
Because of the strength of our r.dll l 
Because of our obduracy J 
Because ne had to struggle uith the prairie: 

(Enter five men and one girl. Observer sits dorm in his 
chair at the foot of the stage.) 

RHAPSODY: The Prairie : 

r.ien: The prairie is a terrifying thing. 

3 Right: 

2 Left: 

Uen: 

3 Right~ 

It is flat J 

I't strs i.;~hu;:; as far as the eyesight! 

No mou:r ,;'".~~11S to loolc up to J 
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2 Left: Only the uide blue sky 
So frightening in its profundity J 

3 Right: Hot, scorching sun J 

2 Left: Burning rrinds and bloning sand J 

3 Right: Terrifying sunsets that blaze like the flames of hell I 

2 Left: A playground for t he elements 
With no place for nen to take shelter l 

Uen: This is no land for us J 
This is not our legacy J 

( Observer rises and says: ) 

Observer: But the uomen speak nith different concepts: 

Girl: 

Their language is s-r1eet but strong l 
They often say the vrord that bears the empire J 

(He sits doun again.) 

LYRIC: 

fl hen the st1eet rrinds of spring 
Steal over this m.lderness;, 
It shall be changed 
To a place of' l ovelines,s:" 

Out of this eaz-•;~h 
Shall spring t.h.:.i bluebo1~]13t, t he rlinecup and t he rdld sage. 
And after t he :i:a i ns 
This seemingly bar r en pl ace s hall be a sea of uaving grass 
For our herds •;;') feed upono 

By gat heri ng S ',/fclf;.'~l10S S 

When it is he1'\, '.• 
Tiith mindful r,r: •vi dencc 
He shall make i t last 'th8 year J 

I shall learn to love t he liveoak a nd nesquite 
As much as I l oved the pop].?.r that used to shade my doorstep, 
Though t heir r:hisper i s sub·iiler. 
This seens t o me our place 1 our land l 

This place knoi-,s a na•:.J .Ye · c1igni ty: 
A majesty that :i.s st:t.:.:i::.;;e , 
Yet it shall b~ ours i :::' He s top here J 

:Men: TTe see the hard 7 ,.r t o:~ :;::.; :, 
ne knou t h8re a::--'.: no hor:ias ri:it hout materials! 
Ue think i n te:rrns of 

2 Left: Blisters J 

:J Right: Suea t l 

2 Ieft: And aching muscles ! 
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lien: Ue :reel the disappointments and the hardships uhen our plans £ail l 
The prairie seems an arr.f'ul beast to tame J 

Girl: 

Men: 

Girl: 

Rut nost of all ue fear the change that such a place shall rorce 
upon us, 

For the prairie.. is a kingdom to itself J 

We see the uorst or it·, 
Then see the best J 
Nothing is all bad ·J 
And ue uant a home, 
A place to take root: 

nBe ye not as the horse, or as the mule, 
Tihich have no understanding, for 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord: 
His seed shall be mi ghty upon the earth: 
Wea1th and riches shall be in his house. n 

(Enter Preacher) 

What shall ue do? 

'Hhat does the sp:1.rit of our religion recommend? 

Sermon: 

Preacher: Tie have not come to shri?h: fron obl:i.gat.ionR 
Nor did ue th:i11k to make ,.,_ home withcru·;; ha:d::;hips J 
Hardships help to make a s·~rong morali·;;y 
If they are r ef3rred · to l}dlo · 
0 Glory to the i7:ictor, and ·w.:-11.1-tory to · the brave 11 

T11a t is ,1ha t Alm{ander Ca;1·1pbell said, 
And I say: 
Let us build here·., 
Mindful of the. ,:,romise : 
"Blessed is t he - man that f .-:: e.reth the Lord: 
His seed sharL 1:,~ migh·::;y · .1:r:i:-m the earth: 
Uealth and r id:•.Gs shaJ::. b' :1.n his hause.n 

Chorus: Amen I So be :i:~ I Auen J 

Right: rre shall stay J 

Left: We shall build J 

Preacher: And•••~ 
0 An individual or trro in a pagan land -
Ma;r talk about the C h:::·:: st;tan religion, 
Ana may exhib::;:; its m'.): '.'t:3.1ty 
As far as res~x;;;ts m2.:11 c.'lxd. in general: 
Rut it j _s :imp,x-i-~::ble -r.o g:tve a clear·, .... 
A satisfactory> a convlncing exhibition of it$ 
In any other·ne.y than by exhibiting a church, 
Not on paper., , 
But in actuality as divinely appointedlJI, 

Chorus: Amen J So be it Z Amen I 



(Preacher sits on right of stage) 
(Observer gets up.) 

Observer: They stayed and built homes '.'.nd churches, 
And after the rains, 
The grass appeared in long uaving avenues 
And the prairie nas a peculiar paradise. 
Their herds prospered 
And their families increased. 
But all res not S\"Ieet: 
Forever present to their minds rms 
The indictnent of labor: 

(Preacher rises) 
p 
Preacher: "In the suea t of thy face 

Shalt thou eat bread • • • • 111 

Observer: And they learned to near thn t dignity 
Na ti ve to the prairie: 
A roueh-henn dignity 
Clad in homespun and rarrhide: 
Yet a nobility 9 

For all tha tl 
It r1as inevi t.J:.110 
That out of tl-::~s people 
There should a:dse 
A school. 
The people had already voiced an appeal; 

Man: There I!lUSt be a school fc:r ray son! 

Girl: There must be o. school for ny daughteri 

Chorus: Our children rrr.1st have rdsdom. 

(Preacher rises) 

Preacher: 

Observer: 

After bui ldin,_::' a church 
The next thing in importt .n~s is 
':to build a sch-;;oll 

The brothers Clark, 
Addison and Randolph, 
On t heir return to Ft .. T'orth after the rer 
Conceived itr. 

(r::nter Addison and Randolph) 

Addison: 

Randolph: 

Addison: 

The best thing any p1an 
Can do for t he South 
Ts to build ::.·:. nit h c·;_tizens : 
This neans b~::· :taine; a pr•)lJ3r school! 

VIe s hall builcl i tl 
That means auesone responsibilities 
And years of one•s life. 

It neans moulding c haracter 
And strengthening intelligence. 

f 
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It ncans ton.china others 
To evaluate and use their frecdorn. 
It means battling prejudices 
And proving a Christian uay of life 
In rrhich men are brothers. 

Randolph: TTe shall build a liberal and progressive school 
: !ith equal privileges 
For boy and girll 

Observer : The school uas conceived 
And born on t'.1e :Jrairie . 
It uas a prairie child. 
They christened it Add- Ran 
Inasr.mch as it uas dear 

Chorus: 

To both of them. 
Bnt the Clar ks believed t .'.1c.t 
C!1ildren should be nurtt'red in tho c ountry, 
Anay fron the c~is t ractions of the torm: 
They tool: the young school 
To a pleasant place, 
To a verdant home- site 

Called Thorp Spring. 
It \-ras a r10nde:d'ul retreat. 
Our minds are full of 
Choice r0ner_1brances of it. 

(Observer sits dorm) 

Thorp SprL1g IIecUey~ 

CHOR.A.IE: 

Through the cedars and the li veoaks , 
By ths. t 1:·,.ving spring of ua ter, 
Ran the 1:1aters of a deeper sot,.rce: 
Those of the ,7ell of knmledge . 
To that refuge from J.:,he pr airie 
To the coolness of its shador1 
Came the children of the plainsmen: 
They r1ho duelt out on the prairie, 
Game to drinl: encl to refresh theuselves , 
To groo in truth and lmo-vrledge . 
That grove, sacred to Conanche , 
Claimed t he hor.1age of the plainsmen. 

(Observer stands) 

Observer: That uas the childhood setting 
Of Add-Ran. 
But I speal: of childhood 
Merely in refor'3nce · to years, 
For Add-Ran b~gan 
With a prodigi0us 
Course of studyi 
Classical and practical, 
To produce a finished scholar. 
I • 



Chorus: 

Those first teachers 
TTere not cast-mffs, 
Found tmuorthy in their scholarship 
To teach at other colleges 
That payed much better r.rages 1 
Nol 
They uerc scholars, 
Those professors: 
They possessed a solid learni11g, 
And they had a true vocation: 
One that called for 
Giving freely 
Of oneself and one's instruction= 
Building, moulding 
Yotmg ambition, 
Diagnosing native talents. 
I n a uordi 
Spending a lifetime 
In devotion to an ideall 
And that ideal ,ws t heir pattern: 

And Jesus advanced 
In Hisdom 
And Stature 
And in Favor 
rJith God 
And Han. 

Ovserver: TTe cannot give great teachers t heir deserts., 
The only thing that speaks their praise enough 
Is their best students, rrhose success depends 

Girl: 

Chorus : 

so much upon them. 
The p1•ofessors of those early days uere not all men, 
There nere some Por1e11 among them 
r!ho brought uith then a fine culture 
And they transplanted it in the soil of the prairie. 
Those finer cultures such <".s literature 
•,-itll fragile arts like poetry , 
Are hard to teach to Hinds that are not used to 
Dainties. 
Those nor,1011 hac1. to create an atmosphere for then, 
J~nd a stronr; apoloe:;y for their existence. 
It is a significant fact that sane cf those ~7ot1en 
Sleep in the tiny cemetery at Thorp SJlring. 
Is it strange that ue are sentiri1e11tal about their Eemory? 

(Observer sits dorm) 

EIEGY: 

There she sleeps, a maiden ll.ady. 
Do not bother ni th !1er name 1 
It' s not nho s he nus that matters . 
TThat she nas is her sole claim. 

Uas she blue-eyed, pink-dheeked, lovely? 
rras she homely'? Fas she .fair? 
Has she slight, SL18.ll-naisted, graceful? 
Had she blacl: or gold.en hair? 

l 



Girl: These are no consideration! 
To the children of the plain 
She t1as Jv.liet1 She t JE'.s Portial 
She uas sorroning Elaine1 

She turned ridic,ule to nonder; 
She unlocked for then a store 
Of precious, fragile beauties 
T he3r had never knonn before• 

There she sleeps, a. maiden lady. 
No one ncm recalls her namel 
It's not nho she was t hat matters. 
'Chat she did brought others fane1 

(Observer rises) 

Observer: 

Addison: 

Observer: 

Left Hen: 

Chorus: 

Right men: 

Chorus: 

Something nv.st be said for t hose early students, too. 
Dorn on the prairies, they 1-;-ere high-spirited and ·untamed. 
They clashed nit:1 the rigid discipline of Add-Ran, . 
But that rms goocl. for t hen~ 
Addison Clark na.s the champion of discipline. 
He even ma.de it a part of the school motto: 

Disciplina est facultas. 
Discipline i s the facult3r. 

So the conflict raged bet neen discipline, in t he person of 
Mr. Addis on, 
And t hose r;ild sons of t he prairie. 

Bf..LLAD: 

TTe 1re s ons of t he Jrairiel 
r~e 're uild a s the preeze1 
TTe kick up our heels 
And r1e do r!ha.t ue plea.sel 
Fe ride f i ery broncos! 
T:e bulldog t he steerl 
rTe're rough-ridin ' hombresl 
ne •re 11en r:ithout fearl 

Hi Ohl Hhoopeel He •re men uithout fear1 

T:e I re roug::1 and ue 're reckless 1 
r e don't uea.r a brand! 
It takes a tough forene.n 
To keep us in handl 
TTe canit stand corralin 1 l 
r:e non't stay in ranJ,:sl 
~·'e like nild conft.1.Sion 
And love playi n 1 pranksl 

Hi Ohl 1:hoopeel rre love playin' pranfrsl 

} 



Solo: 

Chorus: 

Solo: 

Chorus: 

Addison: 

Solo: 

Addison: 

Chorus: 

Observer: 

Chorus: 

One night after 0 li0ht out" 
nhcn all uere ~-n bed, 
Ue slipped ot1-t the i7indons 
And r1ade for the shed. 
IIr. Addison's surrey 
'.7as somethin' unique, 
And ue planned hm ~-re's pull it 
Out into the creel:l 

Hi Ohl 1711oopee l Out into Stone Creel~! 

Softly ue pulled it 
Along the old pa t l1:;, 
Expectin' to give the nen s11rrey 
A ba.th1 
nhen t he uheels touched the TTater, 
TTe stopped as if dead. 
The C'u.rtains had parted 
And out popped a head! 

Hi Ohl r:hoope el Nr. Adc1is on I s heac1 l 

Young sirsl 

He addressed us. 

I've enjoyed the ride 
But it 1s long past 'lights out• 
And you sho1i.lc1 be inside. 
You gentlenen 1:non 
That you sh0t1ld be in bed 
So please pull ny surre~r 
Ba.cl: to t he shed. 

Hi Ohl n 1oopce1 Fe rm' back ~o the shed! 

Yes, they ncnt bacl: to th~sl1ed, 
But t 11ey could tal:e a lot 
Lil:e the horned-frog,, anot , er son of the prairiel 
That is nhy they chose the horned-frog 
For their symbol 

I 
I 

Gronth necessitates mutation: 
The gron:i.ng child changes both visibl;;r and spiritually. 
At last t he da:r arrives ,;1hen he'l~ves home 
To take up his existence soraenhere else. 
All-Ran left its lovely Thorp Spring ) 1ome 
And moved into the tmm of r.'aco. I 
And shortly afternards took a nerr narae; Texas Christian University. 
The students nissed the cool, green country-setting of 

Thorp Spring, 
l3ut they lmen the penalties of looking back! 
They looked ahead, appraising rrl-uit t hey had: 

( 
Their pristine spirit! 
Their love or earnestness! 
Their constant progress 
And t!1eir uni ty1 



Observer: Their unity nas really admirable> 
And there in naco, it nas emphasized: 

Girl: 

1st. 

2nd • . 

3rdl. . 

Loft: . 

4th. 

5th • . 

6th • . 

Right: 

All: 

Left: 

Girl: 

Riaht: 

Girl: 

J.cf't: 

Right: 

Loft: 

Right: 

Girl:. 

One building housed theLl: 
Huge and beautiful, 
It rose out of the barren countryside 
Like so~e great castle 
Or a breasted fort 
Erected to defend that unity& 
It nas, j_ndeec1, a living monument: 
A noble s~ul no.3 housed in clignityc, 
Such dignity and uni·i:,;y- 9 i t seems, 
Enbodied a lrm.ys :•.n a vertical, 
Must stand the Jj,~,"dgr,nr:nt of thnt primal force 
That levels o.ll Lnd chnllengos the man 
Who builds a toner o.nd defies the plain! 
The a:nful challenge co.me in violcncoo 
It r.1ockod the brightness of t he prairie sun: 

FA1'J'TASIA: Tho Fire: 

Fire! 

Firo1 

Firol 

Fircl 

Firol 

Firc 1 

Fire! 

FircL 

TJhere? Uhere? 

Firc1 

Lookl Look! Thoro 1s tho proof: 
Tuo tiny flri.mos along tho roofl 

Firc l Firc l 

T17o tiny flames l Seo haa they bi to 
Into tho do.rlmoss of tho nightl 

Fire ! Firo l 

Nou there arc three! 

Nor, there arc fourl 

They begin to cracklcl 

They begin to too.r1 

Firc1 Fire! 



1st. 

2nd, 

1st. 

2nd , 

Gi r h 

3rd. 

4th. 

5th. 

Girl: 

1st. 

2nd. 

Girl: 

Loft: 

Right: 

Left: 

Right: 

Girl: 

Right: 

Loft: 

Right: 

Leftf 

Girl: 

Righti 

Left: 

Girl: 

Righh 

Left: 

Girl: 

Ri ght : 

Left; 

Nori t hey do.nee o.nd ueave and fight l 

Nm7 they do.nee nnd vroo.vc nnd fighti 

~In o. torrifyine flight1 

In o. terrifying flight! 

Firol Firol 

Rushing, roe.ring, hissing flo.rnd 

RushingJ r'Jo.ring, hissing flo.r:101 

kc.s hing, ronring, hissing flo.rnc l 

Fire! Firo l 

Shrio.k1;ng, ~croc.ninc, clinPine highl 

Shrieking, scrco.ming, eliabing highl 

Firo 1 Firo 1 

Shining, burning, blindine flo.shl 

Shining, burning, blinding flo.sh1 

Ripping, fo.lling, donfoning roor1 

Ripping, fnlling, deafening rcnr! ' 

Firol FiroL 

Smoke o.nd Flo.mo l 

Smoke n.nd Flo.mol 

Hiss o.nd Roo.r l 

Hiss o.nd Rwr! 

Firol Fircl Fire £ Firol 

Tho flo.mos docroa.so 1 

The roarings coo.sol 

Gone! Gonol 

Tho fire is pcstl 

Dnrlmoss o.t lo.stl 

Gonol Goncl 

All is blo.cknossl 

All is do.rlmossJ 



Mon: 

Girl: 

All is gone! 

Gone£ Gonol 

Prcc.chcr: Nol Nol Gcd is not gonol 
Providence is nith us still! 
Tho..nk Goc1l Not c. life Yr-i.s lost1 

Observer: It u::::.s c. fc.ct: 

ClWDUS: 

The. t c.nful fire hc.a. reduced tho school 
To o.n cupty sl:oloton 
Yet not a. life ,x-.s lost. 
Not c. pcrs on nc.s hc.rnod 
Except by tl10 loss of nc. toric.l effects. 
Thc.t evidence of the presence of Divine Providence 
Fc.s enough to cncot1r2.go going onl 
Out of those c.shos rose ti.1C.t i nnory-.1 phoenix, 
Tho school spirit, 
II ore rosplondc.nt bocLuso of its tric.l by fire. 
It returned to Ft. '. ·orth. 
It hc.d proven its right to c::dstonco 
And its privilege oJ building 
Aluc.ys vcrtic..".l, c. l uc.ys c.scei.1ding, progrcssingl 

Pith.in six yec.rs 
Tho school ckimcd 
Its first r.iillion 
In buildin~s c.nd equipment, 
The first e,-rec.t :·•orld Fer 
Did mt1-ch to cl1c.ngc t ho 
Complexion of those dc..ys., 
A nonoric.l c.rcl1 roninds us 
Of its irap..:.ct; 
Tho school fest 
Tho loss of r.or.ny of its youths 
And t ho effects of dc.mc.eec1 finc;ncos . 
But t here a.re c. l uc.2rs 
P loc,so..nt t hincs 
To coE1ponsc.to for c1isc.~1pointnonts: 
Tho f i ftieth n.nnivorsc.ry c.pproc..checl , 
And c.s c.n overture to -this crcc. t f e to 
Co.no the off icio.I rocoenition o.s o. University 
By t ho Southern Associo.tion. 
Alroa.dy t ho Frogs ncro l:nY1on 
For their strength c.nd onduro.nco 
On t he eridiDon. 

Yec.,J Purple 1 
Yon! TThitet 
Ycc.1 Froe~;ios 
Fightl Fightl Fightl 



Observer: 

Girl: 

Observer~ 

Chorus: 

Left: 

Right: 

Chorus: 

Texas Christian University& 
Dorn of the prairiel 
Proven on tho prairiel 
Only one thing ncm ua.s lacldng; 
That the prairie should insure it 
Ancl support it uith its richest 
Lone ago, at the begiri..ning 
Tho soft voice of a noman 
Helped cleternine t he existence 
Of that empire of t he prairie 
Out or l7hich the school had risen. 
Nor! t he voice of a nona.n 
Rose again in confirmation, 
So that nothing nonJd be lacking! 
All those uonen in oti.r history 
Have deserved a rrorthy tribnte0 

I 

This one falls ni thin our province, 
Liary Burnett spol:e out in our orm quarter 
Since the fiftieth anniversary: 

DEDICATION: 

Convention designates a n oraan 1s place: 
To nork and suffer L1uch, but silently. 
She nurtures prouises in infancy; 
Educating ui th maternal grace 
Each native talent. And she meditates 
The processes that ~ive to ever3r man 
Success• pride, or bitter f uilure's ban. 
She l~ons and silently appreciates. 
She seldon speal;:s, yet sonetines v1ithout fear 
She loudly voices judgement. All attend. 
Her sage advices often change the trend 
Of resolution caught in danger's sphere. 
I n Canaan nhat a miracle uas done 
17hen I 1ary told her nishes to her s onl 

:i.:-t-. is the men nho build, 
Bt:.t it is the uor-1e11 nho say t he nord. 
This tine a r10man spol:e again, 
Channel:i.ng t ho riches of the prairie: 
The uealth accruing from groat herds of cattle, 
Tho riches florlinr; forth in rich, blacl: oil, 
I nt.o the domain oz t he school. 
All her por,er in nealth 
And all her nealth in pooer, 
She r:,ave to our tu1iversity: 

ANT~IB! i: 

A school is not one pe1·son or t rro. 

It is an entity, itself! 

It is the realization of a dream! · · 

He cannpt say enoueh about a school. 
It is an idea to neditate upon! 



1st, 

Ohorus: 

3rd.; 

4th.; 

5th: 

6th: 

Chorus: 

Chorus: 

1st: 

2nd:. 

3:~d: 

5th: 

Preac'.1er: 

Observer: 

All: 

17e cannot nane all those rrho make it. 

They are lmorm by on0 name: 

lJagnanimi tyl 

TThether they give in service or in money. 

r!hcthcr they are railliona.ires or men of ht1mble neans • 

rJhcthcr their riches are of the pocket or of the heart. 

r:hother they give ) rayers or help prayers to be ansrrered. 

Their 11a~e is magnaninityl 

LITANY: 

Blessed forever is the Prairie, our nether, 

Its fruits, its grasslands and its cattle are exalted. 

Its black oil sper1ing forth to prove its iiclmess. 

Its people 17ho bore this school and suffered nith it. 

The names of those hitherto unsung, 
The names r,e do not lmon and never shall. 

The school itself is blessed in fruitfulness. 

Blessed is the church that gave it strength. 

EPILOGUE: 

Sevcnty ... fj_ve years 1 
l7e may call then glorious and grca t. 
Fe see increment, 
T!10 blessing of such age. 
Fe ni tness present guidance of sage minds 
Fortified uith deep experience, 
And nisdon lives in actuality •••••• 
Standing on this ~,rospec"i::, here and 11011 

Ue see clear presages of futtire nonderment 
Promisinc still greater :hhings to come . 
r!e put our foot to the f i rst step 
That leads up to tha. t promonto~J: 

One Hundred Years! 

EY..it all but Observer uho extinguishes the lanterns, b01.w and exits. 


