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Army Speeds Up News
Of Freed Prisoners

WASHINGTON, April 10 (P).—
The War Department announced
today that names of American
prisoners of war liberated by Al-
lied Armies in Germany will be
released immediately to newsmen
in the European theater.

The new policy, effective at
once, was instituted as a result of
the recent liberation of large num-
bers of American soldiers from
German prison camps. Previously,
the names were withheld until the
War Department had notified the
next of kin.

Official notification will continue
to be given by the department but
in many cases-the first notice a
family will receive will be through
newspaper reports or radio broad-
casts, These reports, the depart-
ment said, will be based on reliable
information from American sources
and the names and serial numbers
will be checked carefully before the
information is released.

Liberated prisoners will be per-
mitted to write immediately to
their families and friends and the
War Department said it will make
every effort to establish contact
between the soldier and his family
as “expeditiously” as possible.

The families were urged not to
write to the War Department for
information prior to receipt of the
official notification from the Ad-
jutant General’s Office because no
information will be available there.
When official word is received from
overseas, the department added, the
next of kin will be notified within
a matter of a few hours.




