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Mr. ' /alte r \ i t e, 
Sci ence Dept ., Ii g School, 
Bonham , 'l'exas . 

Dear ,fr . vhi te z 

15 

1961, Nov. 29 

At l ong last her e a.re t he aplicates of 
I t ook in your of f i ce tae day I s w your e teori t e. 
ar e whn.t you wan t, but should you care to borr ow the 
for any purpose I'll gladly l end them t o you. 

t he pi ctures 
I hope t hey 

ori gi nals 

Iavo you f ound any more pi eces or done any more 
searchi ng? I may bave t old you about the second pi ece 11.'e 
encount ered, a bout 1 mile N and a 11 t tle ~! of the one tha t hi t 
t he house . It shatt red on striking limestone; t he t otal frag­
ment s wei bhed about l lt ounces . (I nci denatlly, our first stone 
al so \r/eig, e a out that muc 1. I 1ave the exac t wei ghts in grams 
at bo~e, but am writing thi s from the s t ore.) 

Jf ter runni ng out of calivass si ng area ( I thi nk I 
have tul k,d and l ef t circula s t about 180 houses) I turned to some 
personal searchi ng of my own and a t fi r s t t ri ed some areas nor th 
and east of the rinds because I still can hardly believe t he primary 
pa t h is as far ,est as our fli nds indica te . · owever, I had no 
l uck so I went back in near t he f i rst f all, a nd found a pi ece of 
sli ghtly less t han ' ne ounce about O.J mile to the iest, on t e 
same Rat t l esnake Creek Ranch where the shattered pi ece was found. 
It was a compl ete speci men, mildly ori ented, easily spotted on the 
nearly bare f l ay soi 1 on which it happened to lie. It was in a 
pasture west of Mr . BU.ckburn.i's house, at a spot wh9r e t he grass 
happened to be very spar se. 'fhis piece is about the size of a 
persi mmon (native) or less. 

Dr. E. P. Henderson of t he U. S. National M seum came 
t hru here on a vi sit t he Saturday of the Rayburn funeral, and be­
cause of possible compli cations we decided not to come over to see 
you bhoahe~d liked to have seen yoyr specimen. ·e did some personal 
searchi ng about J hours to no avail, but a t one house were told of 
a little girl, age 12, who had picked up a piece she tought was a 
meteori t e , onl y to decide against it and thr ow it down. 
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for tuna tely she and her grandmother remembered where 
she had discarded it in the dr iveway running up to t he house, and 
we found a badly weathered meteorite of perhpps 10-15 grams , more 
or l ess i ntact but with some small fragment s and dust of the me teorite 
beneath i t , al l of which could be ga thered up complete ly with an 
Alni co magnet. I let Hender·,on t alce this with him. The piece had 
one very badly rusted entirely brown area on it, and the underneath 
surface had an eff l orescent whi t e miner 1. . ccordi ng t o some 
r e~ent li t erature thi s type meteori te conta·ns mAgnesium sulphate, 
and perhaps this vas leachi ng out due to rains. A limonitic br ovn 
stain had run over t he dri veway gravel f or some 15 inches or so 
away f r om t he rusting mete ri te . 

This pi ece is n ,ar l y another mile N anda l i tt le W 
of t e shattered ne nd continues the l i ne up very beauti ful l y, 
but now you don ' t mow wtL ther t hey ~e re lly all in thi s line_ 
or whe ther ,e are fi ndtn,.., them because ,,e are hunti ng i n the line , 
whi ch is ex ctly 1i hrtt we '!le .., doi ng at t hat time. 

The density of these me t eori t es is ordi narily low, 
some 2.2. or 2.3, a nd t he metal li c i ron content i s supposed to be 
only .bo t t h , usual 5 t o 10~. Henderson w:1s sllJlri sed a t t he i ntense 
suscepti bi 11 t y to a · :,,net . I think t ere mus t b" a l ot of maene ti te 
(magne tic oxi de of i ron ) t n t he objects; I know i t occw~s i n the 
car onaceous chodri t es . 

I hope .you are keepi nt your · quite in tact and not 
di sposing of it. Should you ever decide to par t with i t f ' d like 
to confer wi th you. 

By t he y, I l1li Henderson look up the 1•1ighei fall 
a. d by l abor i ously transl ati ng f r om the ori gi nal ausst an he l earned 
that this wa,s a piece of some 25 pounds t ha t fell int act near a 
peasant woman . It is of interest that a pi ece so la rge coul d 
survive in the "altoEJt,her" . 

If I come up there again I may phone you to seR i f 
you' d care to hunt ·-11th me. Le t me hear f r om you. 

Si ncerel y, 
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