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In 1861 , J . H. Chrisman , T. B. Saunders , ill rose Lathen and .at Gallagher , 
left Camp Colorado to go to Gates -111e for the pur pos e of get ting fi re 
arms r epaired . Saunders "vas t hei r guide ar,d as he was riding i n fron t 
of t he ot hers , he discover ed , on as cending a high hill , a number of 
Indians driving a caba l l ada of stol en hors es . his wa s be t ween ~- e c a n 
Bayou and Blanke t creek in Br o-" n c ount y . Mr . Chr i sma n i mmediate l y 
ordered the men to d ismount and pr epare fo r t h e conf l: ct. Having 
examined t __ej I' guns and s een t ha t they ere loaded t he ranger s remounted 
t heir horses and at once char ged up on t he I ndians , \'iho , by t ha t t ' me, 
had advanced wi t hin one hundred yards of t hem. The rangers a s they 
char ged upon t he I ndians , ep t mo t ' oning back with t heir hands as if 
t hey were be ckoning t o other s behind t hem t o come on . The Indians , 
supposing t hey we r e the advance guard of a c ompany , abandoned their 
s t olen hor s es and t oo t o f light . The rangers pursued them so 
v' gorously t hey had no t ' me t o rally . The chase c ontinued for a mi l e, 
and one Indian ,,"las k:i.ll ed . The range r s cap t ured t hirty- six head of 
hor ses , and it be ing l ate ' n the day , t hey started wi th t he horses fo r 
t he ho us e of J-e s se Mer cer , t en mil es av·ra y , iflhere they arrived a bout 
nine 0 I clock t ha t n -' .O'ht and penned and guard ed thei r horses unti l 
daylight. It wa s af te rwards dis c overed t ha t t he Indi ans had f ound out 
t ha t they had been stampeded by f our men, and they had foll owed the 
rangers and would undoubtedly ha ve taken t hei r s calps if they had been 
a f w minutes later i1 r eaching 1;1e r ce1" '.s house, on Her cer I s creek, in 
Comanche c ounty . 

After leaving l'1erc o9r ' 8 t he next day they drove t he hor s e s- to t he town 

of Hamilton , where t hey penned and guarded t hem tha t night, a nd the 

f ollowing do., drove to Ga t esvi l le, in Coryell county , and turned t he 

hors e s in a pasture . 
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