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Professor’s dismissal tied to misuse of equipment

! An associate dean said the
university wants to protect
the rights of all those
involved.

By CHRISTINA RUFFINE

Staft “c'|mlh‘l

A communication studies
professor who was fired Feb.
10 was dismissed after explicit
photographs of one of his for-
mer students were found on
his university computer, say
four TCU sources in a posi-
tion to know.

Officials declined to com-

:C U
&

i

Donovan

Bums

ment on the record. but

sources close to the situation
confirmed privately that com-

munication mstructor Ryan
Burns was dismissed for mis-
use of university equipment.

The 23-year-old woman, a

)
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TCU graduate
and
student. said

current

the professor

threatened to
POSt cOmpro
mising photo
graphs of her
that he had
stored on the university serv-
er on the internet.

The student spoke only on
the condition that her name
not be used.

Slater

Since his dismissal, Burns
has declined to respond to

] e ® +OI

multiple e-mails and telephone

calls from the Daily Skitf.
The

received an e-mail Feb. 3 from

student said she
Burns that she perceived to
be threatening and reported
it to campus police the follow
ing day.

Six days after the student
said she reported his actions,
the professor was dismissed.

Campus police said there is
no formal report on file

The
received an e-mail from Burns

student said she

that said, “"Don’t forget 1 still

Break-in aftermath

Car vandalism, burglary on the rise

! Nine counts of car vandalism and
burglary have been reported in the

last week.

By MONICA MAHORNE)

Statd “c|nﬂh1

TCU and the city of Fort Worth have
experienced an increase in car vandal

ism and burglaries

TCU Police Criminal Investigations
Sergeant Kelly Ham said the number
of break-ins has increased from last

year.

L3
»

been nine burglaries that have been

reported,” Ham said.

A total of 17 cars have been reported
burglarized since Jan. 13, according to

a TCU Police case log.

Katie McMillen, a junior ballet and
news-editorial journalism major, spent
yesterday afternoon waiting for Tri-
ump Auto Glass to repair her shat-

tered window.

Just in the last week there have

Feb., 23.

McMillen said.

this.” said McMillen.

ter parking lot.

| found it and nothing was taken,”

‘I've been parking my car on cam-
pus for three years and this is the first
time anything has ever happened like

Fernando Vasquez, TCU director of
community service, said students are
not the only ones at risk.

Vasquez said his windshield was
shattered Feb. 10 in the Student Cen-

‘My front windshield appeared
to have been hit at close range by
a rock or possibly a pellet gun and
it must have happened that evening

more on BRI f\f«!“kx Dd(je L

McMillen had her 1996 Monte Carlo
vandalized this past weekend.

‘T left my car parked in front of Dan-
iel-Meyer Coliseum Wednesday night,
and the TCU Police notified
me Saturday morning that my car had
been broken into, and about 10:40 a.m.

stadium parking.

Photo Illustration by Stephen Spillman / Photo Editor
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Randy Gritfith repairs junior ballet and news-editorial jour-
nalism major Katie McMillen's car Tuesday afternoon in the
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have digital pics.”

One university source who

had seen the pictures con-
firmed that they were sexually

explicit and also confirmed the

existence of the e-mail.

“I had seen the pictures on

his computer,” the student
said. “I know that he still had

them on his TCU ‘M’ drive.

ple hac

the TEG.” Zeidman said

The student said the cou-
recently ended a two

year relationship that began in
spring 2005

‘I graduated on a Satur

dav. he asked me out the fol-

owing Monday and we have

een together ever since,
until I broke up with him in
November (2004), right before
'hanksgiving,” she said.
I he student said that on
the night of Feb. 9, the day
before Burns was fired, Asso-
ciate Dean of Campus Life
Gloryv Robinson contacted
her and said university otfi-

cials had tound the compro-

mising photographs of her on
Burns computer.

declined to be

. (

Robinson

Money to students

Don Mills said keeping TEG
funding at present levels
will cause students to lose
money over time.

By MICHAEL BISHOP

il ’., !:' ;no"o :

TCU may lose part of its stu

dent population if state ofh
cials continue to cut funding

tor the Texas

B

Tuition Equal
1ization Grant,
Jay Zeidman
said Tuesday.
) Zeidman,
" '1 a former stu-

J dent body

Z.erdman

president,

and others have been lobby

Ing against proposed cuts in

the budget for TEGs.

TCU receives $3.8 million a

year from the state, which covers
approximately 1,300 students,
said Zeidman, a senior political
science and economics major

“A lot of (students) rely on
“Each
student receives up to $45.500
per semester.
Peter Wirth, a
biology major, said the TEG
provides students with a lof

freshman

of financial assistance

“There i1s a common miscon
ception that because we are at
a private institution that means
we have money,” Wirth said.

The proposed cuts have the
potential to impact more than
just the TEG recipients, Zeid
man said.

“This affects the entire stu
dent body.” Zeidman said. “No
one wants to see their friends
and classmates have to leave

could be limited

and go to another school.”
['CU has a small minority base
that it 1s making large strides to
increase, Zeidman said
Halt of the recipients of the
TEG. both in Texas and at TCU,
are minorities,” Zeidman said.
Zeidman said the budget
for this vear i1s $735 million.
which is down from $80 mil-
lion last veai
‘Ofhcials are planning to
cut the budget to as low as
$60 million for next vear,
Zeidman said
Vice Chancellor for Student
Aftairs Don M
gram 1s important for a lot of
TCI
"Even keeping the TEG at

s said the pro
students
the level it is now will be a cut

Mills said
Zeirdman said it is important

over tLime.

that the approximately 40 pri-
vate institutions in Texas make
their voices heard.

“The

such a large voice compared

state schools have
to private institutions,” Zeid-
man said

WwWirth
voice their opinions directly
Austin

“The best lhmg students can

said students can

to ofthicials in

do is find out who their repre-
sentative 1s and write them,”
Wirth said

According to the TCU Ofhce
of Scholarships and Student
Financial Aid, the TEG is the
only state tunded grant for pri-
vate institutions. It is available
to Texas residents who are not
pursuing a religion or theol-
ogy degree or anvone that is
a recipient of an athletic grant
or scholarship.

Murder mystery takes stage New semester programs added

I TCU Theatre's “Book of
Days” opening production is
at 7:30 p.m.

By RYAN BUTTS

\Lﬂflfvpnnrl

All the hard work that goes
into producing a major stage
play culminates tonight in
the Hays Theatre, as the TCU
theatre department opens 1ts
production of Lanford Wilson’s
“Book of Days.”

The play, directed by
TCU professor T.J. Walsh,
is the story of a murder in
a small Missouri town and
one woman'’s crusade to see
those involved put to jus-
tice, according to the theatre
department’s press release.

Eric Cire, who plays Len
Hoch in the production, said
he feels good about how the
play has come along, but
added that an actor’s work

,-~‘

‘ 'Al

Sophomore modern dance and theatre major Kristen Quaid and junior radio-TV-film
major Eric Cire practice a scene from “Book of Days” during a dress rehearsal Tuesday
night in the Hays Theater in the Walsh Center for Performing Arts.

is never done.

“There are always things
you want to hne-tune before
a play opens up,” said Cire,
a junior radio-TV-film maijor.
“But I feel good about it. It's

going to be a good show.”

Natalie Jagers, a costume
designer for the play, said the
production is ready after months
of planning and rehearsal.

more on THEATRE.
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Tom Brown-Pete Wright RAs
and Hall Council stepped up
efforts to develop programs
for residents this semester.

By SUMMER KENNY

Statl Reportey

The effort to create more
of a community atmosphere
was expanded to the Tom
Brown-Pete Wright apart-
ment complex this semester
and it seems to be working
well, Dana Schmitz,
manager of the on-campus
apartments.

It has been working so
well that the Tom Brown-Pete
Wright Hall Council was pre-
sented with the Hall Council
Award Wednesday night at the
residential assistant monthly
celebration for the first time
since 1995, said Ceci Lang,
the head RA in the on-cam
pus apartments.

said

“Our hall council this semes
ter 1S amazing,” said Lang, a
senior international marketing
and Spanish major. “This is the
first semester in a long time
that we have had (so) many
people involved. It is a dra
matic difference.”

Several vears ago, RAs
across campus were asked to
put on more programs than
in previous vears, Schmitz
said. This change was not
applied to the apartments,
because students are given
more autonomy than resi
dents in other buildings.
Schmitz said.

To support the change,
the on-campus apartment
program requirements were
changed slightly this semes
ter to include three building
programs instead of just two,
Schmitz said.

The change is a small one,

but students mav notice an

Increase in programs because
of student leadership in hall
council and an RA staff that

1S working

\ard on program-
ming, Schmitz said.

“There is a lot of energy in
hall council,” said Ben Dalton.
a junmior political science and
psychology maijor.

We have involved
group ol residents this semester.
which brings to the tables verv
dynamic ideas,” Dalton said.

a very

Schmitz said there are still
fewer programs in the on-cam
pus apartments than in other
residence halls, and most res;
dents do not think there need
(O be more

Junior and senior residents
tend to be very busy and are
often unable to attend programs.”
Schmitz said. “(But), 1 feel not
matter how busy YOu are, it is still

more on PROGRAMS page .




Campus Lines

Your bulletin board
for campus events

Announcements of campus events, pllhlu macectings and other ;:t'm'l.ll
campus information should be brought to the TCU Daily Skifl othce
at Moudy Building South, Room 291, mailed to TCU Box 298050 or ¢
mailed to (skiffletters@tcu.edu). Deadline for receiving announcements
is 2 p.m. the day before they are to run. The SKiff reserves the right to

edit submissions for stvle. taste and space avatlable

* Ever want to learn about opportunities to explore the world?
Stop by the Study Abroad Fair and Cultural Exhibit from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday in the Student Center Lounge. Take a
look at beautiful artifacts from all around the world, and
sece how you can visit these countries first-hand. For mor
information, e-mail twilliams@tcu.edu

* TCU London Centre applications for the fall 2005 semester
are due March 15. Applications are available in Room 246
of the Rickel Academic Wing in the University Recreation
Center or by calling (817) 257-7120
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From page |

interviewed by the Daily
SKift.

“She said, ‘Do you have any
body marking or birthmarks
that could identity you?’ and |
said, "Well, I have a birthmark
on my hip, and then I have a
scar on my right shoulder,’™
the student said.

“‘She said, 'On your right
shoulder?’ 1 said, ‘ves,” and
she said "OK." I could hear it
in her tone of voice that was
exactly what she was looking
for,” she continued.

Provost and Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs Nowell
Donovan said there are many
circumstances where actions

would be taken against a fac-

ulty member for misuse of

cquipment,

BREAKINS

From page |

between 6 pom. and 8 p.m.”
Vasquez said.

Fort Worth police othicer Jamie
F. E. Johnson patrols South Uni
versity and Hulen Street.

‘It a car i1s vandalized on
campus, TCU Police are noti
fied but if a car is vandalized

On a street 1 then becomes

THEATRE

FTOIM “.H]" |

Designers began working on
the production in December,
said Jagers, a junior theatre
costume design major. “We're
all ready to go,” she said.

Philip Zielke,a
designer ftor the play, said

lighting

that after the long hours of

preparation, the play should
be ready by now

‘It has come along quite
well,” said Zielke, a junior
lighting design major. “After

YOU’RE ALREADY

RIDING THE T.

It vou're a TCU student, there’s a good chance you ride

the T and don’t even know it.

You see, the T operates the tree Frog Shuttle

hat runs trom the

Greek houses to the main campus. It's a great way to
get around TCU. And a great way to get around Fort Worth,
too! For $2.50, you can get an unlimited Day Pass that will take

you just about anywhere in the city. Even if you have your own

car, riding the T will save you money on gas

and maintenance,

reduce traftic congestion and help clean the air, too!

For bus and rail schedules,

call 817-215-8600

or go to www.the-t.com.

We drive drivers.

The Pulse

“There are all sorts of things,”
Donovan said. “Certainly, keep-
ing improper materials that
would not pass the usual legal
standard” would be a charge
that could merit the dismissal
of a faculty member.

David Whillock, the asso-

ciate dean for the College of

Communication. declined to

comment on the specifics of

this case. However, he said
that in any situation where a
complaint about a professor
Is being entertained, there is
a certain university protocol
that must be followed.

“In general, what 1 would
say is that any time any Kind
of grievance is applied, there
are due processes,” he said.

Dean of the College of

Communication William Slat-
er said the charge of misuse
of university equipment 1s not
always enough to merit the

a matter for the Fort Worth
police depending on the area
where the car is parked,” John-
son said.

Johnson said cases of van-
dalism are hard to prosecute
since the crime is considered
to be a misdemeanor. Such
cases used to be considered a
third-degree felony, he said.

Vasquez said he hopes the
person responsible is someone
off campus and that he knows

all this, we’'d better have it
down by tonight.”

Sean Urbantke, the set
designer for the play, said
the rigors of producing a live
stage play have taught him the
importance of decision-mak
ing and collaboration.

“I've learned how to make
executive decisions,” said
Urbantke, a junior theatre
design major. “I've learned
when it is the director’s job
to make a decision, when
it’s the set designer’s job,
or when everyone needs to
collaborate.”
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immediate dismissal of a fac-
ulty member.

“Well, you've got to consid-
er the specific action,” he said.
“‘Misuse of the equipment over
at the Rec Center is a whole lot
different from misuse of the
equipment in some other ways;
it would depend on how one is
misusing the equipment.”

Although there are no written
guidelines for what materials
faculty can have on their com-
puter or university hard drive,
faculty are expected to use uni-
versity equipment for official
business only, Whillock said.

“As you go through and
check out any Kind of equip-
ment that you may have —
whether it be photographic,
computer, videographic — then
you have certain obligations,
he said. “If you break those
obligations, depending on the
level of what you break, you

in his heart the person is not
a TCU student.

Ham said he doesn’t believe
that the on-campus burglaries
are connected to each other in
any way or that a TCU student
may be involved.

The university is taking pre-
cautions by setting up video
cameras to monitor campus
lots, Ham said.

TCU Police are able to give
suspicious trespassers that are

PROGRAMS

From page |

important to have opportunities
1o meet your neighbors.”

This semester, attendance
has been good at all programs,
she said.

“The statf has been working
to market the programs better,
and they have done an excel-
lent job,” Schmitz said.

Lang said the RAs wanted to
push advertising this semester.

They have been putting
door tags or reminders on

‘Formerly ‘The Reserve at Stonegate.

All luxury apartments are not alike. Compare us with your

options and vou will soon see...

Contemporary Cabinetry

e \Washer/Drver Connections

"
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e 24-hour Mamntenance Resolution
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"Optional or in Sclect Homes

Now accepting applications from people 18 vears or older

4200 Bndgeview Drive @ Fort Worth, |X 76109 e 817 922-5200 Fax 51/-922-5204
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may have your hand slapped,
or you may be released.”

In circumstances like this.
Whillock said, the university

wants to protect the rights of

all involved.

“We need to make sure we
take care of ourselves, in the
sense of making sure we pro-
tect the students that we have,
and we also, unfortunately,
have to protect some of those
individuals that we don’t want
to.” he said.

Slater said there 1s zero tol-
erance for any kind of harass-
ment at TCU,

“The one thing that I can tell
you is that the university, and
in this college in particular,
will not tolerate any Kind of
sexual harassment,” he said.

“There is, I would say, zero
tolerance here for that Kind of
action, and I think our faculty
are well aware of that.”

reported a warning, because
the university is private, and if
those trespassers violate their
warnings they can be arrested
and taken to jail, Ham said.

TCU Police sent out a e-mail
Monday instructing students
not to leave any valuables in
their vehicles and to report
anyone that looks suspicious
on campus to police.

To report an incident, contact
TCU Police at (817) 257-7777.

every apartment door the day
of the program, hanging fliers
and sending out an e-mail the
day betore the program.

“If we are really desperate, we
run through the building yelling
FREE FOOD! and the name of
the program,” Lang said.

EXTRA INFO

Performances:

 Wednesday through Saturday
at 7:30 p.m.

* There will be matinee perfor-
mances Saturday and Sunday at
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Skiff View

Parking lots should
be watched closely

Students and police need to take precautions

When we park our vehicles in the TCU parking lots, they

are left in safe hands, right?
Au contraire.,

Cars are broken into on campus like the tlowers are tended

t0: way too often.

A crime alert was sent out by the TCU Police this week
saying there has been an increase in car burglaries.

It has not been a small increase, either: At least nine car
burglaries have occurred in the last week, according to sta-
tistics taken from the TCU Police Department.

We need to take a moment and ask ourselves why that is.

Are there not enough cameras? Are there not enough police
patrolling the lots? Is Froggie 5-0 slacking in sighting suspi-
cious people as often as they speed around campus?

Do these burglaries happen at shopping malls as often

as here?

We have hu'n advised to take our valuables out of our cars

every time we leave it parked.

Some of that is common sense.
Remove those radio faceplates and radar detectors — speed-
ing is bad news anyway. The Daily Skift statf never breaks

the speeding law.

But what about little things, like CDs? You mean we have
to take all of them out every night? What if you are cruising
down the road and want to listen to the latest Ashlee Simp-
son CD — OK, maybe that’s a little extreme, but you get the
idea — and you remember you forgot it in your bedroom,
with all your other CDs you had to take out of your car. You
are just out of luck for good tunes.

Since the car burglaries are increasing, we do need to take
extra precautions so we can avoid future break-ins.

TCU is doing all it can to prevent these unfortunate situ-
ations, but we have to take responsibility to make sure our
valuables are out of site — though, if you drive a 1979 Ford
Pinto, you probably have nothing to worry about.

Your View

| etters to the Editor

Administration giving maternity leave
much needed attention

As a female student, |
never thought about the
rights of temale faculty on
the TCU campus. | was tak
en back when | heard that
female protessors on our
campus had unpaid mater-
nity leave. The Family and
Medical Leave Act requires
TCU to allow temale employ
¢es unpaid leave. Current
ly, female professors have
to go through a negotia-
tion process with their indi
vidual departments. Some
departments tend to be more
understanding while others
require that the professor
teach online

A number of female fac
ulty members met with
Chancellor Victor Boschini
and Provost Nowell Dono-
van to present various 1ssues
they have dealt with regard-
ing maternity leave. Joanne
Green, the director of the
women's studies program
and a political science pro-
fessor, presented the need
for a paid family leave poli-
cy and issues of pregnancy
and tenure to the chancellor
and provost. The chancel-
lor and provost are work-
ing on doing something to
improve the unpaid mater-
nity leave for all female fac-
ulty, including a family leave
policy. For the first time in
several years, TCU has hired
a chancellor and provost who
believe in women's rights
They are accomplishing
things that others have over-
looked and failed to address.

Amy Cox is a senior commu-
nications studies major from
Fort Worth, Texas. She can be
reached at a.l.cox@tcu.edu

Editors need to re-examine priorities

[ am writing to commend
the author of "Eating Disor-
ders Distort Reality” published
in the February 23rd issue of
the SKiff. I want to applaud
this strong, yvoung lady for
sharing her story with us and
providing her insight on a big
problem, not only at TCU, but
everywhere. Her story h('lp\ LS
see what devastating effects an
cating disorder can have and
encourages others to seek help

However, | am also writing
to address the editors of the
SKiff. I do not understand how
an article written about a guy
yearning for miniskirt, can
overshadow an article about a
much more serious and legiti
mate topic. He compares mini
skirts to hot dogs! One of the
possible causes of eating dis
orders in young females is try
ing to please guys like this.

| do not think the author’s
request for anonymity is an
excuse for not publishing
her article in the main cen
ter space, nor is the fact that
she may have submitted it as
a letter to the editor (because
it surely exceeds the said 250
word limit). Depression, anoth-
er serious issue and one just
as important as eating disor
ders, got one of the big, main
editorial spaces. Maybe this is
because it was written by one
of the opinion editors herself

| do appreciate the SKiff's
feature story on depression,
but maybe it is time to re-
examine priorities and realize
that eating disovders are more
important than miniskirts and
cropped pants any day.

Amy Schwalm is a junior
psychology major from Plano,

Texas. She can be reached at
a.m.schwalm@tcu.edu
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It is quite unfortunate to
be a woman on the TCU
campus. The pool from
which one can draw men
COMMENTARY is dispro-
portionate
to the 8l O
from which
men can
draw women
for dating,
romance and
other activi-
ties. 1 you
have taken any economic
classes, then you would
know that a result of this
is the men are much more
valuable and even have an
easier time finding women
who fit their ideas ol beauty.

The problem is that
women should be more
valuable. Even in an envi
ronment where a plethora

‘,.l'l‘.“ \l‘\‘ila“‘“

of women exist, men gravi-
tate to the beautiful ones.
This 1s not just a TCU issue
but a global issue as well.
Women should be valued
for their inner beauty in an
equal or higher regard as
men, but they are not.
Common, everyday
women are rarely seen, as
in the movie “Hitch,” with
a man that is not common,
a man that is in the upper
tier of beautiful men, so to
speak. We will never see
Rosie O'Donnell and Brad
Pitt together, but we do
see Jermaine Dupri with

Janet Jackson. We will see

common men with beauti
ful women but surelv not

VICEe versa.

OPINION

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

The movie “Hitch” is
inspiring for both common
and less-than-common men
because it gives them hope
that they, too, can land them
selves a beautiful woman.
Will Smith’s character says
he gives guys like Albert “a
highting chance,” an opportu
nity to be seen for the l)t"llll\
they possess inside. 1 left the
movie thinking I could land
any girl I wanted, but luckily
| was with the one I wanted:
the girl I came to the movie
with. Is she out of my league?
Yes, but I hope I have had
the opportunity to be seen
for who I am. I hope she has
had the chance to see how
beautiful I am inside, the part
of me beyond the belly and
back hair.

My thoughts of the mov-
e quickly changed. Would
| have ever seen her inner
beauty were it not for her
outward appearance? Will
ANy guy ever see a wom
an’s inner selt? Movies like
"Hitch™ are part of a bigger
problem in men’s percep-
tion of women. We learned
in “Hitch” that the model,
played by Amber Valletta,
1S just as down to earth as
Albert, but is this often the
case? Isn’t it more truth-
ful that the woman who is
Just as down to earth, the
woman who will make men
\appy and has more inner

yeauty is not the one with
the 24-36-24 hgure or long,
flowing blonde hair but the
one who sits next to us in

class? She could be the one
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Seek out inner beauty on campus

WEe pass on our way to class
every single day and nol
even notice,

| Know it 1s easier for
guys like me on this cam
pus to find women who are
beautiful inside and out. but
it 1s harder for the women
on this campus who are
beautiful primarily on the
inside to be found. I am
lucky in that the woman
| have found i1s as beauti
ful Inside as she is out. but
to tell vou the truth, wer
it not for her outer beauty
| never would have known
there was more. 1 would
1ave missed out on this

ime I have spent with her
and maybe will get to spend
with her in the future

| am not here to lecture
men about finding the innei
beauty of all the women on
our campus, because | can’
| would be a hypocrite if |
were to do so. All I can say
1s that this campus is full
of beauty, inside and out.
but the majority of it is in
a place we men will never
see. | just want to be a voice
saying that it is there, it is
right next to us in class, it

walks by us and it is stand
ing right in front of us as
we shuffle through the line
in The Main. My goal is not
lo lecture but to enlight

en, because it would be 2

shame to see all this beauty
10 go undiscovered

Holidays no excuse 1or abuse

Valentine’s Day passed a
couple of weeks ago, but |
still have a lingering thought
in my head from when a
CCOMMENTARY friend of
mine said, “l
can't break
up with him;
it’'s Valen-
tine's Dav.”
NOW, grant-
ed, Valen-

R—— tine's Day
Robert Ensminge:

1s a special
holiday for relationships and
probably not the best day
to break up with somebody,
but let’s evaluate the guy
she’s with, okay? First he
Is abusive — not physically
(that I know of) but verbal-
ly. Second, he doesn't call
her for days at a time. He
treats her like dirt, and basi-
cally doesn’t give her the
time of day.

Perplexing still is that she
wants to break up with the
guy, but won't just because
of a holiday. This is an abu-
sive relationship that won't
end because she doesn’t
want to depress him on
Valentine’s Day! Well, it has
been two weeks since Val-
entine’s Day, and she is still
with this guy. Her reason?
She doesn’t want to break
up with him and make him

lonely on Spring Break. Not
only is she staying with an
abusive guy who neglects
her, but she is lying to her
self and staying in a rela
tionship that is a facade
because she doesn’t want
him to be depressed.

There are many things
in life that can be really
stressful. School can suck
the lite out of you. Jobs
have people making you
do stuftf you don’t want to
do, but a relationship is
the one part of a person’s
life that should be pure.

A relationship should be
the part of life that people
can come to without fear
of rejection or abuse. One
should be able to confide
in his or her significant
other and deal with the
other stresses of life, not
add to them.

Do most people have
relationships like this? No.
Many relationships con-
tinue regardless of abuse
or other problems. There
are situations where peo-
ple get married because
of unwanted pregnancies
even though the couple
do not love one another.
Many relationships, like
the one mentioned, con-
tinue due to those involved

not wanting to “hurt the
other’s feelings.” There are
bad relationships that con-
tinue because one person
1s scared to break up with
the other. People desper
;ll('l_\ (ry 1o gei their part-
ners to hate them so that
the partners will break

up with them. It is ridicu

ous to see relationships

yecome so tainted

It seems simple enough
fOr |)('()p|(' (O stay out ol
bad relationships, but it’s
amazing to see how many
go on. Many stay in rela
tionships that are abu
sive, neglectiful and even
harmful, and continue to
ruin the one part of then
life that should be pure

Though I've desperately
tried to tell my friend she
would be much happier

if she just broke up with
her boyiriend, she sacri
fices her happiness for the
extent of another person’s
feelings. And her deci
sion will only lead her to a
continued cycle of unhap
piness. There is always
another holiday and excus
¢s can only go so far.

Degree
doesn't
equa
doughn

The sound bite rings 1n
my ear: The woman tells
President Bush that she has
to work three jobs. Bush
chuckles
and talks
about how

Ho

great that is. She is a typi-

cal American. he said.

nfortunately, she does
represent a great number
of Americans who have to
work longer and harder to
get by, However, that's no
laughing matter. Working
three |«)})\ s not the Ameri-
can dream:; it's a nightmare.
When I graduate and
get a job as a teacher, my
income, for a three-per-

son family, will be within
federal poverty guidelines.
NOo American should go
through four vears of col
lege and still be in poverty.
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