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Sex discrimination up eld f

Students voted 720 to 695 for sex discrimination in the
student officer elections Wednesday that saw Bruce
Gibson sweep past Jim Marston for the House of Student
Representatives president’s job.

A record voter turnout for the University cast 1,472
ballots. Gibson received 809 votes, Marston gathered 630,
while Rolf (Pinky) Anderson received 12 write-in votes.

Bob Stanley squeezed past Karen Dayton 716 to 710 to
win the vice presidential spot. Miss Dayton requested a
recount of the vice presidential votes immediately after
the first tally of 715 to 709 was released. The recount found
one extra vote for each candidate.

The secretary’s job was awarded to Beéky Rambin who
swept past her opponent Stevvi Stites 931 to 480.

Martha Phillips will be handling House money after

jogging past Wendy Williams 825 to 535 to win the
treasurer post.

Popularity contests apparently remain popular with the
student body—receiving a 1,009 to 425 favorable vote.

The Student Programming Council proposal won wide
approval with 1,052 votes for and 140 against.

Prof discusses
language art

Addressing the subject of "“Language and Discourse,” Professor
Paul Ricoeur presented the first in a series of Centennial Lectures
Tuesday night.

Alarge audience listened as Ricoeur, a professor at the University of
Chicago and the Sorbonne (Paris), began a series of lectures which
will approach ‘“‘the understanding of language at its utmost height. . .

language as a work.” ¢

Although he said the study of discourse extends back to Plato and
Aristotle, he said it has taken on new meaning today because of the
science of linguistics.

The noted philosopher then examined language as being composed
of messages and codes. Describing a message as an ‘‘individual act”
taken by one person, he added that language is ‘“‘collective.”

~ He also said while messages are arbitrary and intentional, codes—
basic components of languages such as_phonemes—are systematic
and “‘culturally unconscious.” :

i Referring to language as being composed at its lowest level of codes,
v Rk:'oeursaid, “Language is an infinite use of finite means.”

The professor examined specific criteria of what constitutes

discourse. Two factors are most critical in this examination, he said.

First, discourse has an audience. The lecturer cited Plato as saying
that dialogue is the first element in discourse. “Discourse is the
desperate attempt to communicate,” the philosopher concluded,

Ricoeur will continue his lecture series tonight and Friday night at
7:30 and Friday afternoon at 3;30. All lectures will be given in Student
Center rooms 207-208. Admission is free.

bylaw changes
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Bruce Gibson and Bob Stanley were victorious in
Wednesday’s student officer elections. Gibson will
assume the presidential duties, while Stanley will
‘take on the vice presidential duties. Becky Rambin

House eyes constitution,

assume the treasurer. post. All officers will be
sworn in during January.
Photo by Michael Gerst
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By MARY DUDLEY

Operating under .suspended
rules Tuesday the House of
Student Representatives debated
for almost two hours on three
issues, two of which will be
reconsidered at the next House
meeting. I

The first bill  debated, a
proposed constitutional amend-
ment, called for lowering the
grade point average for student
body positions from 2.5 to a 2.2
overall and a 2.2 for the last full
(spring or fall) semester.

Jeff Lyle, Student Program-
ming Board director, submitted
an amendment to the bill
changing the GPA to a 2.2 overall
and 2.4 for the last full semester.
The amendment was defeated.

Relinquishing the chair to vice
president Bill Lane, House
president Bill Stotesbery spoke in
favor of the bill, saying,
‘‘Academic achievement should
not be a prerequisite for par-

ticipation in student govern-
ment.”’
Steve Oatman, House

treasurer, speaking against the
bill, said, ‘‘Students are here first
for education, and a 2.2 is pretty
low. Involvement in student
government takes a lot of time.”

Since the bill was a by-law
change, a two-thirds vote (36
votes) was needed for approval.
Lacking the necessary two-thirds
vote, the bill was defeated 28 to 14
with two abstentions.

Stotesbery moved for recon-

sideration of the bill later in the
meeting. The motion carried and
town student representative Jeff
Boggess offered an amendment
to the bill to lower the GPA to 2.0.

It was noted that the 2.0
average did not meet the

University requirement of 2.2 for

student body officers.
The amendment was tabled

_and will be considered at the next

House¢ meeting with the rules

once again suspended.
Discussjon on a by-law change

submitted by David Davis, Steve

- Miller and Bgb Stanley, allowing

House members only one
uncxcused absence per semester
also resulted in a similar
reconsideration motion.

The bill was defeated falling

two votes short of the needed two-
thirds majority, and will be
discussed next week.

‘“We are totally crippled by the
number of absences . . . it is
pathetic; people are just too lazy
to come,” said Miller speaking
for the bill.

Debbie Veale, House
secretary, said 10 people had
been removed from the role for
excessive absences.

The final by-law change
discussed and which = was
cventually defeated was a bill
introduced by Miller instituting
two House meetings per week—
Tucsdays and Thursdays at 5
p.m.

Kuni Beasley, Milton Daniel
representative, amended the bill

to end the meetings at 7 p.m. The
amendment  passed and
discussion resumed on the
original bill.

Stotesbery, again giving the
chair to Lane opposed the bill
because he said it is not practical
to try to get people together for
two meetings. He also protested
the inclusion of the final
amendment clause which would
limit debate for a set time.

Miller also urged defeat of his
bill because of the amendment.

The House voted nine to 31 with

* ohe abstention to defeat the bill.

The final House meeting was
set for Dec. 4, but Stotesbery
scheduled -an additional House
meeting for Thursday, Dec. 6, at
5 p.m.
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