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"EVENTUALLY, WHY NOT NOW?" 
LY in the Governor's Die tionary Means Maybe, or Pretty Soon. 

(AJS" EDITORIAL.-li'o rt '\'Vort11 Slat·-Telegram.) 

"So I the ,Attorney General. 

'I'hc J)L'il aJ'iPS 
mllf , hl' 111! I conhl stay in office until the second Tues. 
clay in , u111ary, 1027; but I will agrl'C that if }1c leads 
111c one ~fc in the pl'imar:y that I will IMMlUDIATJJ:LY 

(the capitals a1·c om·s) resign without waiting unUl next 
~·cm·, ii' he will agree that if I lead liim 25,000 ·votes in 
the pl'imai·y on July :.H he will inun6cliatl'ly resign." 

'l'b is ,.,tat ·111('11 is dear <·nt and u eguivocal, It is a 
Yerb-atint quotation of the challenge · ovc,·nor Fc,·1,,"Uson 
Iienwlf read wh,cn she opened he,· calnpaign at Sulphur 
Spring·;; on May 22. It is the chaH ng·c that Altm·ncy 
GPnc·ral l\loody immt•cfo~tely aecc11tc~ ancJ which he re­
pcat<'dly asscrll:•d he would li\C up to, to the YCL"Y letter. 

Now t·ontrast, the laing·uagc quoted wilh the state1nent 
issued by the Go,·c,·nor wl,cn the, rehp·ns in the t1l'imary 
arc sufl'iC'icnt to show the most stinging r c lmkc to the 
I11cn{nH011s auil lf'c1·p;nsoni81n that sc1ldo1n, if evel', l1as 
heen adminislcrcd to it c-a111lidate ron· bip;h ol'ficc in 
'Texas: "In t·ompliance with the ag·1ce1ne nt hc,·ctofo1·e 
matlc and 1Jowh1µ; to u,c will or the vcoplc c~prc-ssecl at 
tJ,o polls on :';atnnlay, July 24, 1!l2(;, I clc;;il-c lo say that 
I shall r c ,.; ig·!1 lhe office of Govm·norj upon the happen­
ing· of t lie mat te1·s Jw1·cinafl<'-l' rc-fe1·1·qd to, which I hopo 
in no e,·c-11t will be later than No ,·. 1926." And the uiat­
tc-rs. n ·fctTPd to a1·e the validation of 'dislriet road bonds 
hJ' a spc•t·ial scs;;ion of the ucgislature, called ro,· Sept; 
1:{, inY<'s tig-ation of any state dcriartments that body 
may see fit, arnl the considc1·a!ion of such other mat­
te1·s as the Governor may later submit. 

In other wonls, the plPdg·e of the Go\'ernot· to resig·u 
immediately should Mr. Moody lead bet• by one vote 
inc-ans nothing- when he leads het· by \nore than 100,000. 
It may me-an t.hat she will relinquish l1e1· oHlce on Nov. 
1 an(I if ean mean, thl'ou,!l;h the submission of topics fo,· 
legislation, that she will remain in office until the ex­
pil'ation of hot· term." 

As ea1·acstly as a gt·eat body of citizens desired the 
qniekest possible climinatio11 of. the Fergusons-aud 
that is sl\own b1' the overwhehni.ng vole cast for Mr. 
~Ioody-the ~·un,u·e of Go,·erno.1· Fe1·guson to ca1·1·y ont 

her J)lcclg<' h; a greater blow to her and a more datnag­
ing- indic1 ment. of Fcrgusonisu1 than would have been 
1mssible load she ~tcppc-d clown rigl1t now. She could 
han, retired with fairl y good g:i•ace and goocl feeling. 
E{'en ,Hn1 would have received credit for h er im.mediate 
rcsig·natio n 1uul it would ha"\·e been m·idencc he had had 
a hand, at least, in the keeping of the 11Jcdge. As it is, 
her action can Iea,,e only a bad taste with the public 

' gcnerall)' all(l c,·en among n1any of the Fm·gusons' Jnost 
cntlrnsiastie su pporters. She has placerl herself in the 
position of making an absolute 11le d g c and then l>reak­
irig it wi'l. , >it1;--rhe ,,;H;gh·tcst-excuse or t11e s ightest e f­
fo1•t at cx11la.nalion. She adds insult to injm·y by the 
stateme nt that she is complying with the ])ledg-e by her 
willingness to 1·es lgn when the Legislature shall l1ave 
COID{lll'tccl, not only the t.ask i'or which it is SllllllllOned, 
bul an,y oLhl'L' ta.~k she may @.'h-e to it. 'Here must be 
a st1·ang·e log·ie 1hat can rcg-ard a resignation ·in Novem­
l>er as complying· with a pledge of immediate resigna­
tion following defeat on July 24 by so much as even one 
YOtc: 

\Vhatcvr•r the Slate has thought of Jim Fe1·guson, Jt · 
has U1011g·ht better 01· his wife. She has cseaped censure 
fo1· mos t of the things that l1ave· happened under her 
.-1tlmiuistration. 'fhe public J1as accepted it in a fah• 
s pirit. 'l'he Shortcomings and 0the i'ailures it lm.s chargecl 
to p1·oxy governo1·ship ancl bad achiee. The Gove1·nor 
has, in a. m easure, had thclt- sympathy and seldom, if 
ever, their "blame. But now she has taken upon hru•self 
he1· own share of hla1ne in this instance, for she has put 
hl'rself in the light of a woman 1naking· an absolute 
Jlledge, insi st:ing i.t was made in good faith, and then 
cleliberatcly b1·caklng it. The public expected it of Jim · 
I~crg·u son, but did not ex}lect it of his wife. 

However, thm·e is this great consolatio,n to be had. 
\\'bet.bet· l\'frs. Fc1·gnson resigns on Nov. 1 or continues 
in office until the expiration "of her term, the second 
'l'ucsd.ay in Ja.nuary, the time at best is not so very long. 
An early e ncl to the political earee,· of the Fe,·gusons 
anrl to Fe1•g·usonism is in sight, and when it comes it is 
certain to be perlllanent. The State can then ~·ejoice 
that at last the Fergusons have been rcn1oved from its 
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