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I. Editodal of the Da~ 
I'l"S TOJ)- X:ATE NOW, LYlfCH 

·what is , tr0(r;ili 'g D<!vidson is that his pussyfoot 
attitude has -ris~ up to 1110,ck him. He didn't come 
out ·flatfootcdlv nd denoui1ce the Ferguson adm'n· 
istration and t highway scandal at the time it 
br.oke becaus·e didn't think that afte1, suc.h reve-
lations the Fe , usons woul'd dare run again. He 
didn't want to alienate any possible Ferguson sup­
port. He didn't want to commend the uncovering 
of the scandal too strongly right then. becauS'C i~ 
might start a boom for Moody for g:overnor. He 
tried to straddle, because he was tlunking of his 
own political fortunes; a11<l · like every candidate 
that tries to do so, he has received the• wdrst end 
of the deal. He became lost in the shuffle a11d 110w 
finding 1;hat the highway issue is st.ill the big 
thing (he thought it would have been forgotten by 
:election time) and the big issue a casr of Moody 
or Fergusonism, he wants to praise M_pody for 
breaking the ring and uncovering the scandal. but 
to condemn hilil.1 for the settlement he made. 

It's too late now and Davidson will find it out 
· to his sorrow when the returns come frot.p. next 
Saturday's election. He will find that a middle of 
the road, pussyfooting attitude won't go with Texas 
voters when· millions of dollars of the taxpayers' 
money a r e bei ng wast ed. II-e will fiud that the 
public wo n't take seriously cl aims of unustlal busi­
ness ability, when the m an making them doesn't 

co ·n . l'S Sli'lc -m,'lfusincs~-like 
methods as · 1etting the p,ablic contracts at unrea­
sonably high pr,ices, without bids and without 
bonds. · Davidson would•n't do that in his own busi­

.ness, if he is half the business man he says he is, 
and th·e public expected him to denounce it when 
it was done in the public's bu~iness. And denounce 
it at the time; not at the tail-end of · a political 
campaign when political. expediency demands it. 

Davidson lost his opportunity of getti11g in the 
ruh-off and possibly ' of winn~ng the nomination 
·early in the year. Had be denounced the highwa,y 
scandal in the strongest terms and praised Mo04y 
for his work, as other public men were ,then doing, 
citing it as evidence of the need of a bttsin~ss mah 
~n t. h_e gof-ernor's .o~fice, he, •'('Ould have mad,e ,the 
issue between Dav1dso11 and Ferguson, an/! tl)e 
Mooqy support of today would have gone with him. 
In fa,ct, Moody would not have been able to make 
the race in such a situation. Mqody recogni:i:-cd 
this himself. He waited for Davidson to make 1 
plain his attitude on the highway situation. B:~ 
gave him i:very opportunity to make it an issue 
hetwe·en himself and Ferguson · aJJd then when 
Davidson failed to do so, Moody ahnounced. 

Davidso11 lost his own opp6rtu11ity ptit h.e has 
n0 one to blame for it but himself. ':Moody gave 
him every chance and •he failed to ti:ike any of 
them. Now it will .do him no good to talk about 
the high;way scandal or d·cnounce Moody's state­
ment as a "lie." ' 

Davidson made his own · political bed and he 
must , lie 011- it . ...'...Fort Worth Star~Telegram. 


