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Ur . Ralphs. Damon, 
· Vice Presi dent & General P!nne.eor, 
American Airlinoo, ,Inc ., 
100 E. 42nd Stroot, 
lfcw York 17, M. Y. , 

Dear Ralph : , 

May· 27, 1944 • . 

During my absence from the office , your 
letter of April 20 arrived cncl osinc tho memorandum 
regarding -'1 'ar Prio;ri tics aro Supposed to Travol 
Fa.stern . Later on, T1µe_n I returnee to the office , 
tho letter we.s· covered up r1i th an accumulation of 
una.nsvrerod mail und by ' the time I could r,et to it, 
I was laid up for a \"leek or ton dayfl with a slicht 
case of . tho flu . Following this , r.iy secrow.ry was 
out of the city, having takon my niece to St. Louie 
for a serious operation, so my offico , has boen 
bunged up aa badly1 as poosibl~. , 

In any event, I am writing Gcneral ·Arn9ld 
today as per the enclosed copy. I have no idea it 
r.ill be of any particular bonefit ,as I foel that the 
Genoral is thoroughly familiar with the importance 
of your problems and , I am sure , will continue to do 
evorythi11G conoiotontly ~>oosiblc to remedy them as 
quickly o.c :,ossible . Natnre.lly , I am interested at 
all tlmos in cooporatinc Jith you :!.n your efforts 
one hundred percent, so do not hooitato to call on 
mo a.t o.ny ti□o if there is anr possible way you think 
I could bo of holp. · 

Jh1eh Smith is horc toda • I uloo just hnd 
a call . from Fro.noes Callery, who is pn.coinc; throueh 
onrouto to the coast . Charleo I . Stanton or tho 
Civil Aeronautic 1-<lminiatro.tion will arrive here to­
morrcm, so v10 are still busy with diotinguiohod 

' guosts . So far, wo have nevor lost one on account 
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of -inattention on our part, so you boar this in 
oin~ any time you are throuch this way and be my 
cuoot ut tho Fort Worth Club in my apartment, uhich 
has all the nocesoo.ry acouotics . 

I will probably be in Ne\7 York e.bout the 
9th of June. I hope to have the pleEi.sure of ooaing 
you then . 

&st wishes , 

Sincerely, 

AGC .SB 

• 

) 



Deru-
___ 

I ~m. enclosing .... sheet. with SO!lle wtling 
st ·tements bout how our ~ar effort u being slowed oown du to 
tho ck of e.irph..nes u ... igned to the r ines .. 

If fiJ,\yone quest.ions the .~. uthent.1.:i ty of &tl!Jf of 
the stnte, e:nts, you can quot e me (H' you wttnt to ) . 

If you t~ ink the ce:u.se is ortby, wul.d you 
be ill.ing to help my nSt1a.ll voice crying in the wildernes u 
by either an artielo or ~n editorial on the subject . 

Yours sincerely, 

R. S. Dnt.lon 



TL t i,; ...,h.:, every pti.Ssenge:r llnd every r;ottnd of t ir meil i::.nc. __,ir 
expre s on the .,.irlinos iu t:'1bject to w..i.r µrioritie13. !1on-p:riorlty 
material ~ 1 ride only m1en iority .material is not rldiQg. 

On ey of the i,.ajol;" domes tie air routes toe y war ;,riori ty lcmds 
are higher thim ,au the higl...est p"8ecetime load. 

'I'o ay t..he war priorities have gro'l'in to such ru1. . xte.."'l.t tiMt the. 
air,)lanes left . ith the airlines .. · :us the very fe"ll r turnec ct'.n uo 
longer accommodate the priority lo.ads they ue called upon to hendle . 

Every day war pz•iority ~ns:sengers, ~ ;-:;ri0:rity ex,,r sa and 
air iafil i~ being refus;_;;d beesuse of shortb.ge of a:d!' ine '--i.r;,la.nes. 

Every nay war priority ~- ezengers 4:.nd exl1rtios anc. t:.ir m~il ere 
b ing off--loaded to acco;n;:;iodate higher priority load so that on certdn 
flights only the highest ce,te.gories can be -.ccommo,lcted. 

War prior- ty 1:;e.s.sengers find ex,;;re s are sup: ,osee1 to be heli,ing the 
w by Ja,::teediug u.1, muni'tions to the fighting fronts ~ 

t-eleylng of war priority Ja.Ssengers material. due to shortage 
or ru.r,11., E>S s s:i.gncd. to the ... irlines is slowing ctown these lo~ds which 
:.;h.otJ.d be speeded tl!>• 

Ft..c-tocy :)roduetion of tren.s..,ort t7pe i laue:::i ru,:;.e, :reached an 
all-ti.ue high. 

Jui allt>e t.l.on to th- domestic e.irlines of' culy t. fe'Tf h'.)ure• 
'Jroduction would. gr ~:;t.ly 11:ltrlate th1:a e<:1ndition. 

The An1erico.n peo le w.ant the winning of the war s iieeded t'lll 
~ossible .. 

Tl:u, airlines st...rte the wi:.1· ,~itl J59 air;;;-... ane • A ?residentlal 
order seized over half oft.hem. 'i'o date only a very few h ve been 
returned .e:snct tot4l ~irplt¼.nes in service on the drU.nes ..,od· ru-e les 
th- n ,lQO ,. 

Ret"m of trans ,.,ort ty- e lane;;) to the drlines •·ill help o 
s~ ed the wo.r .. 

R. & .. D· on 



FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 
MORNING 

AMONG . CARTE R , PR ES I DENT 

Oen~ lr. n. A.inold, 
!:;;:f Air li ... oroe-s, 

EVENING 

,00!:l. 3 .. ii: 1012, Pante.eon Jluildh,g., 
~-•t;t..ab1tl;g't0l:l, D .c. 

SUNDAY 

FORT WORTH . TEXAS 

M~: 27, l~lt. . 

At the tu.10 1!:11.1 'Wl"O 1!l For lfortib 
1,3.et, t dieei: oea Yi th yoo ~ poes!bill ty O:l" »ro­
babil1 ty ot VMt t-he ~ - W o.1>.•lino~ nte.ht look 
to~ to 1n the ... twr of GeOm"in6 &dd.1t:tQOOJ. 
pl.a.'1.eo M c.<ll.•ly ~ !.IOba1bl to holp t>Ml'>le them to 

00...-0 of ~ oant11w.e(lly ~t 1IJ(J1 1 tatent 
-~ r a1r t1~rve.t1 

At t.h :P~G-Ont t , ea :,OU . 1 

o.11 'J)."l l'!onc;orr.i, niI.1flil ~--w. n o.xrn•os;m on t.he &ts:--~ 
a.:m etibJcct, -to \-res :p:riotJ.1.1. • ....n1o loo.ve& no t~ 
tun1 tir tc take ca.i""G of n<Jn•pi: t;· mte:r1el or l)(ll.il~-. 
M 0. r:i.,att('I!" oz :f'e1ct, ell i.ihe ""'StiO 411--linM lU"O 
1:VOM.- mo~ hec~ . ritl ,Pl"'lor:tty Plltlil~, e.1:t,1¥dl 

rl e~%'1.,'11Utl +J~ t · 'wtt'e at. tJ10ir hi(;;h(l)Bt PQ.1.nt 
p:t.iti-:r ro the vc.,r v-m .. pr-lo1---1 ,iei;, ll!\Yo 1 to 
eueh ctwt tlw.t t..h..c ;e.irr}l.c.i"lOS 1n o~.. -.t;t · , 
.. n · it,1 ,.))1 tq tho f'e1 tt.a.t MVG b on retta."nbll, can. 
n.o-t ·p "'lY ~cc.~oo;'.!ato t.l. pl'.i or.i. tJ l~ '4i.ttoh 
they tu•o Cf'..llci 1.w,o:ll ·w llC..ndl.e <N · '3 ;,· . As a 
1-..~au.::1:t prlar-.lt.J :@().:ls~ , aii~l and ex.ri~n an, 
;ni."\.11 ... C7·rh or-: tr, t1..oe .q_-?dJlt.e, ll!gh r o:.--1 t'!.co . 
!._. tool';Je t.'b:!n1:ta, it- VO'tlJ.d m:i t(; n.o, , o::t-
·t mely 1=-"lOr-t·,ont in halJr' ,, yoii.., c·'.ld cr"..hera ~10 aro 

.. n cl~u--~ o:!' Wit~W • tho ,..,. .. , to ap np , o fi.nt1re 
Eft,-•u:n c,nt nr(tv•idi..'"l& t,~ ~,., r,J; or 

i"'" 0' .tine :fro:-1t£ ~ 

I md.orotono, tlw e~1a.1 air­
l:t..neo hac ll-J?Pl"~tol.g 350 airplr:uJeO um tmt 
l°'l:'Qzd ent1 $ ll:xe¢u ivo Order vu ism oi 1?'1.G t1.0l."n 

.. , tlW...YJ. 1-:al.f' ot t 1!6;"i'l_, ~ wnU.All l nt not ft 111'!?' w:t th 
~tbe- eact. t~, no dau.bt t;· 1 an, l n tht.tn 200 
~~Ni~ ~ Di7J to t>~Ob OJ! ·t.he ~ 
requ ~..,ents for yriori:~y ~, &1~1 -.nd 
..-:px •• 



FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 
MORNING EVENING S U NDAY 

AMONG . CART E R, P RES I DENT FO RT WORTH . TEXAS 

1 not to :J<YIJ.· l m ~ you an tJ.lGVOud1-11' 
;pp~ia:tiTo t! ~.t,s.oy of t e e<t'UtI,amt 

at -t.Jli.a time with wh1c-h t.bc CODGfiflN1.:l f.UlL""!.es 
o.z tr-.r1! to o..o t J • I ~, knw 111ct..he1" 
it, J, bii po..;;1:lble to alloctrt.8 f'w , • pro­
duet1.on by tlw lUM.'l..d:"aot.1u-e tor tho danosttc td:r"" 
lines o:r vh.othol' it Wttld b& poe ib e to l"etum to 

04.U1Jmlhllt fester than he tr.e C"'..l!o 1n tho 
past vi tl1on.t dotri~t to the u.lt, fu ro::.ult of 
m.. tho fint\l Viet,~,. 

In e:rq 0Vent, I · "l. tooro1~)Lly in 
~ . tli, v.t u, th& Jr.tL! -porp).e;x.1..ng nrobl~ con ... 

hont:J.ng you Md ot .t\ -w-ho (fJ tho i -a ~b1Uty 
or v.tnnin(? the ~1.etor:, a.a trrt y as 1~~ - e . At 
t.h0 a2 t~, I hope )IOU will gtve 
cona:t :t1on t,,,.,. :ilffl.:tns aa 

-:s pl&l.ee es poeuld.blo in t.Jit!i~ c:rnr.~· 


