
Knoxville , iilay 25 , 6 . 00 m -v 

Dear Prof : 
·,:e have just o t back f rom a 108 mile chase ft er the V/heat 

me t e orite . It wa s away from h ome , a s luck ·mul ct have i t , but I ex ec t 
t o hav e my han ds on it n ext week . 

The vi llage of Wheat, on e stor e , one sch ool and one Church , 
i s a ctua lly a bout 2 0 mil es f r om Knoxville a irline , but as it i s on t h e 
oth er s ide of the Clinch r iver , we a c t u a lly clock ed 4 6 miles b e f ore we 
g ot ther e . Aft er inquir ing for t!r . Gallah er , we had t o d ouble back on 
t he s ame road :v e had come 2 mile s to f i n d h is pla c e . Well , Mr . Gallaher 
i s n ' t t h e owner a nd i dn I t even kn ow f or sur e /\!her e i t was . Incidental­
ly , t he loca l pr onuncia tion of t he n ame Gallah er is Golly-har , the ' a ' 
a s in bar ! Gallaher, h ov1ev er , Gave u s the name of s e f ell ows i n Har.r 
riman vrho v1 ou l d l oca t e t 1e real owner s f or us and p oss ibl y the met eorite 
its elf . He.r r i ,na n is 1 0 miles on d o n the road from 11heat . '.I.'he fi n d.A r 
of the met e or ite is a guard a t Pe tros , state pris on far m, 'nd he ives 
nea r Harr i man . The name of the mete ori t e Wil l have to b e chan e d to 
th Har r i man i r on , t o be correct . 

'i/el l , we f ou n d our arti es a t Harriman , a ll bu t th e l'"' e 1 
own er . Its a partn er sh i a f a ir . The man vho f ound it , wa s v,ork ing f or 
a t enant . He t ook i t t o the t enant f arm er wh o i n turn took it to the 
owner of the l a n d on Yihich i t ···as found . They d i dn ' t lmow just ,.rher e 
the y stood nor the value of t h e thing s o they dec i d ed t o incorp or ate . 

: our t h man g ot in on the deal somewhow, I n ev er d id und erstand jus t , 
h ow, but I could tell f om the fain t le ers on t he f a c es of the two I 
t a l ked t o t h at they f i gured on bAa ting thi s f our th man out of h i s 
share . 

i yway , after having r eposed i n t h e vaul t of the loca l bank 
and a cted as d oor stop for t h e pa st t wo wears , s o e fel ow vmnted to 
tak e it to Cha t t anoo ·a to show off d ovm there an d that ' s '.rher e it is 
n ow. They r omi s e to h e it a ck and i n Knoxvi lle next we e • 

Beimdes ic ~' s tes t , they had sent small s anple s to Field 
L:u seum and to the Smiths onia n . Al l a -r ee i t is an iron n eteori te . 
I thi nk t h ere is li t tle d oubt t hat its t h e real t h ing . Pr obably f om 
one of t h e se s ources t hey g ot some i d ea of the \' ha t i t vas n orth . I 
tmld t hem frank l y t hat I wouldn ' t agr ee to buy it and couldn ' t make 
a pr i c e until I saw it . They think t h ey ought t o hav e ab out t 1 00 f or 
i t . I d i d t e ll them t hat if i t wa s a genuin e met eorite in an a verag e 
s t a te of pres ervati on I could off er t h em about Cl a lb . f or it , s o I 
t h ink t h at t h a t of er ri l l buy ip- . It weighs 79 . 5 l bs . s a matter of 
fa ct , what I intend t o t o d o when th~i rine; it in i s t o look at it , 
a nd find some flaws s omeVI 1.er e , objec-e the p i ec es t hat h a ve b e en cut 
f rom and ot h erwi s e pan it an then of f er them ~~5 0 f lat f or it . I h ave 
an i dea t h a t I can pull i t f or that and -if n ot, I judged.fr om what y ou 
hav e said t h a t y ou vrnul d be l ad to g et it for even t h e · 1 a lb . or 
more , a nd I can a l ways g o up , i f n e c e ssary . I fe e l pretty sure , h owever 1 
t h a t I can e e t i t f or l es s than $1 00 . 

Si n c e the e vrill be no qu es tion a b out the g enuinene ss of it , 
I think , a nd if y ou want it a t t h e pr ice I hav e appr oxima t ely indicated J 
its y ours . You h a d best s en d a c ertifi ed ca:eck , money or d er or somet h in 
f or t he $1 0 0 a nd I am s ure tha t will be more than enough t o buy iy- . 
You can ma k e a d e osit to my cred it at t he Hami lt on National Bank YJit 
t ba sti ulation t ha t any ch e ck dr wa n on it will be i n f a vor of one of 
the f ollowi ng names : . S . H. embree , A. R. a vis or R .M. D~ d . Or you can 
send it to me d irect remembering V GA t 



Of course , I vlill r eturn any mon ey not n eeded i mrn ed:iat ely . I v:ant t o 
have the c a sh right on hand and I want to be abl e t o v,ri t e a persona l 
ch eck for i t fo t wo rea s ons , first so y ou can have a receipt f or ~ our 
money an d second b e caus e one of these old fe lJ. O'NS out there is a rock 
collec tor a nd says he knows where he ca n get another mete ori t e or 
two and I vrant t o make a g ood i mpressi on for futur e referenc e . In other 
'lords , if they br ing t h i s met eori te i n a nd I ca n g i ve them a check f or 
the t h ing Ji thout any troubl e an,1 as thou gh I vi ere used t o writing 
out checks of ~h80 for meteor ites , t hey mi h t - - a remote chanc e - - but 
sti 1 they might , br ing i n a nother one , i f they know wher e they can 
get ca s h on i t quick . KE.lllx.rl:~J:' 

Better send me the money special d e liv ery air ail. JOK~ 
Those f ellows may get toth ink ing t h e matter over an d one of them may 
j ump i n i s ca r and g o t o Cha tt an ooga after an d hav e i t over the first 
of the \'leek . 

I h ope the next t i me I nri t e y ou I can say I have it . 

Best regards , 

Bunch . 


