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Dear Dad, 

A:pril 29, 1945, 
Luokemmlde, GerJJllllY 

I haTe been a free man for a week now but etull no eign of the .Americane. 

It cert.a.inly is a 9'Well feeling to have no barded wire around us or ha.Ting a lot 

of GerDIUlS telling you wha;t to do. I Will baTe '~o wa1 t until I get home before 

I can tell you hov much I hated them. I have so much t o aey that I really don't 

know where to begin so I will s-t;art with t he beginning. As you probably alreadzy' 

know we le:ft Oflag 64 on January 2le"G when t..1-ie lmseuana broke through at M:>acow. · 

We had about 1500 i\.nt3i~ican officers thel'"e on that do.to a..nd we received the order 

to eta.rt marching Wost . We wer e allowed to te.ke with us only ·w:hut we could carry. 

Ab?Ut 100 sick of ficel:'e were al.lowed t o re:nnin in the hoapi te..l where they were 

-capt'Ul-ed by the R,;.s,':luana the next clay. Als o a f ew officers hid t hemselves in old 

t unnels but only e. few were allowed t o d.o s o and they t ook vl t h them a three weeks 

food. supply. NonfJ . of us had &\Y idea that the Ri.1aai0.n.c;: w-01-e so cloae or :m.ny 

m:>re wou1d have eaoa:ped . Arzyway we J.eft t.110 carap on t he :rooming of January 

21st and me.rohed 20 kilometers to the annll Pol ish town of !hln and were there 

bedded down in barns and etablee. I s l ept in a s tall with a cow and about 

midnight ahe 8'e,rted ha'Ying a oalf eo I had to leave . That night a. lot nnre 
' 

officers eeca:ped and in the m::>rn:f.ng there were about 100 offioers too sick and 

exhausted to nnrch an.y further eo they were lef t thore vi thout a guard. The 

Russians picked tham up that day I thiri..k. We l'JIU'Ched another 20 kilometers that 

day to Ratzbalt or Wirsitz. The Rusa1ens were very oloee to us because we could 

hear lll:1.0hine gun and artillery fire. rt, r:l.sht leg a tarted bothering me end I was 

carrying such a heavy load that I really didn't care what happened to m. The 

next morning we wake up to find out that all the Germans ha.d deserted and ·we 

were a.lone. The Bu.aeiana hod us nearly surrounded and the folish civilians 



told us to mu t and the Russians would 1;3oon be in tJ1e town. They were all around us 

and we could actually hear the artillery shells going over us. No:tm'S.lly ~re all 

thought we were free and would soon be on our W83 home eo I found me a nice room in 

som Ger.mne hom end llll.de 11\VBelf comfortable. We slaughtered a l ot of pigs end 

started p~.g big meaJ.e, John Janee waEJ our oook. In the afternoon after 12 hours 

of fiteedOlll a platoon of Lithuanian SS troops ll'm"Ched into town. Apparently the 

Russians had been driven back and tho Gel'!?EJlS decided to get ue out. They lined us 

up on the road and told U8 to prepare to 'IlE.rCllJ 6 kilomtere to another town called 

Charlottenburg. At this t~ a l ot mre off icers took off a.TJd hid in houses and 

straw stacks but before leaving the Germ,;na fired mchine guns into the straw. T):iis 

brought quite a few officers out from hiding. tty- l eg was so bed and the snow so 

deep tbB.t I decided it ws best to atay with 'the min gr-ott.Pi, When we .marched out of 

the town Jolm Jones waa oa:nwlm ning about the big nno.l he was , eooking and had to 

lea.Te on the atovo. \•.iben we got to C :i.e.rlotten1nt.1:'g we were e.ga1n placed in a big 

barn and I bad to sleep in a gm.in bin and it was very -vre,rm. The Li thuanie.n BS 

troops -were pretty friendly and th.at night a lo-'~ m:>re officere eaoaped or hid to wa:1 t 

for the Russians . The next ~ we went to a tomi called. Lobsens were the German 

command.ant told us . that Himmler himself ba.d sont, the SS t1.~oope to guard us since 

too :rmny officers ·were oscaping. Again ~ we left the next morning the Germans 

fired mchine guns into t.he barns in case mzyone "WUS hiding. All that day ve 

eould hear m.chine gun fire and big tank battles and. thought that the Russians 

might overtake us. Im glad we d.1an.•t see any Russian airplanes because 1100 

men march1ng acroes the snow fielc1a and roads would !Jave md.e a perfect target 

and there was no ~ of knoving ve were prisoners. That afternoon we crossed the 

Pol18h Oernan border and it eee:rood to cheer the Germans up a lot although tJie 

Rueaiana were right behind us. That night after 23 kilometers we reached Fle.tow 

and I was so exhausted that I vent straight to bed in .a barn but first I took 

ll\Y ehoes for the first time in three days wbioh was a mistake since they were 



j'):'ozan stiff the next ll'¥)rning. So far in 5 days the (Jemmie bad gi.ven us only 

'black bread for re.tiori..s and. if we hadn't had Red Cross food parcels when we left 

Oflag 64 I doubt if a;rzy- of us could 110.ve :mrched for 1 cle.y. We spent the entire 

next day in thia town and I was very luclcy' being able to, trade four cigars for a 

big slab of bacon. I SP:li t this w:t th Lt. Beesley from En,nia who ·we.a m.rohing next 

to me. The Gel'J'Jml Co:mrmmdant, a Colonel called ' ue all together and; told us that 

the Ru.esie.ns re..d broken diplomatic relat:tone w:t th Ame1-:J.oa &"'ld Bri tia.n and that if 

we escaped we would. probably beoor~ Russian prisoners. This was a typical Gernan 
' ' · 

propoga:nda trii.ck. By thia ti!i'!e there were ao :many officers who were e~, exhausted, 

frostbitten, and harl frozen feot t hat -the Gerni:ma got t;ro railroad flat cars and. put 

them on it and ahi:p:ped. them t o this ea.m,p at Luekenval~ w'h:toh is 54 kilometers South 

of Berlin. The next day we 1!1.U'Ohed to Jastrow ancl when we arrived there the snow 

was OY'er a foot dee:p. I was lim,ping p1--etty badly and knev t...l:lat I wouldn't be able 

to go an.,y ft1rther the next day. About that time tJ.1e Gerr.RilS annotmeed they had 

two box CW."'El and would take 120 off'ioem and the Amrioe.n doetor told me that I 

couJ.d go", We marched back dotm to the mil.road. and t.hey put 60 of us in ea.ch box 

car but w1 th 10 Ge:r.mn guards 1 t made a total of 70 in ~ch car. It was eo crowded 

that half of ua stood for three hotL.~ while the rest sat dmm and at the end of 

three hours we changed plaees ~ O:f eourse tho Germans took a.11 the room they needed. 

As we got into the box ca.rs there were two very old wOIOOn laying dead in the snow. 

Refugees were everywhere t r.ring to esca:pe before t he Rus.s:ta:n:8 arr.tved. That wa.a the 

last I saw of' the other Boo officers except for 200 who we1'0 put on box ca.rs two 

days later. The reet marched aJ.l the we.zy-· to Stettin and ,mre then shipped to 

Hamnelburg noar Wurzburg Yb.ere they vere later liberated by the A:tterican third 8.l'!l\Y'. 

The train we were on was composed of re~e from .East Russian and Gernans from 

Poland. Some of these people were on ~ and nat qe.rs and since :t t was snowing 

andvas about 10 degrees above zero lllUzy of these peo:ple died from exposure. 



I actually saw wounded Cerm.n soldiers riding on top of ooa.1 ears so we were 

fairly fortunate to be in ba:ic cars. It took us 8 dazy's ,to oo:me to Luckenwalde, a 

little :m:xre th.an 400 k:1lomatere. During this 8 day period we received no re.tions 

of 8l\'9" type end the only food we 1l&l was 1.;:hat we were able to get of c1Vil1eae 

and Ge?"lmtl troop trains going -to the front . ·· They \rouJ.d give nearly anything for 

tobacco. We apent t'(,ro ~a in the big Templehof railroad ya..?'(IB in Berlin. On either 

February 3rd or 1+th at noan we were bombed b~· 1250 hea~J A..wtica.n bombers. I can 

easily aey that I don' t 1:m.nt to be under an.y:roore American l>o:mbers. We arrived in 

thie ca.llq) on February 5th oz1d have been here aver since . There was no room and they 

put v.s on some old Russian barre.elm . The food ai tuation was very ba.d. and our d.a.ily 

ration consisted of ·watery soup a.net five potatoes for lmioh and in the aftemoon we 

reeeived five slices of bla.o.k bread. .tr.oat of us were so weak t~t ve bad to atazy' 

on our bmlks most of the day. Later on som Red. Croea food pa.reels arrived wich 

l!Bde things a lot rrore bearable. The oa..~ waa vecy crowded as it wns but later on 

about 4000 Aloorican enlisted :man a.r-t-:J.vec1 from Sta.lag 3..13 at Fmnkfort on Oder. They 

had to sleep in big tents on atrav since there waa no more room left• The 550 

Amerioa.n officers from Oflag 64 were living 1n the same compound with 1300 RAF 

officers and 650 Polish officers. We elept tn triple dock wooden bunke With straw 

as a mtreas. Since we were only 33 miles from Darlin we could aee all the bombings 

and there were quite a. few of them. For one .straight period of 37 nights. the Engll,sh 

RAF ,ms over Berlin every night. The nig.lit ra.ld on Potsdam on Apr:tl 13th or 14th 

'WaS the biggest we had. ever seen. 

On February 13th the Oer.nnns attempted to evacuate t.he British offioera to 

another ca.mp because the Americans were approaching the la.be River. At this time 

~ . 

the Ger11BI1S weren't thinldng that the :Russians would get here so quick. The 1300 

Br:t tiah officers were looded into box ca.rs here but no locomotive could be found and 

every day in this area the railroad yards '-"ere bombed. FineJ.ly after waiting two 

da.ye for a looomotive they oe.me back to camp. We all tiought the Americana would 
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eoon arrive but inatee.d the Russians broke through the Gernen 11.nea Southeast of us. 

The Americans and Buesiens 1(ere South of us and 4,t was impossible to go North toward 

Berlin so ve knew there waa no ohs.nee of the Oermme getting us out, but di<ln • t 

know what to expect since t.he Gel"lmJlS always do what you don1 t expect.. On April 

20th we heard that 't.he Ru.seians bad broke th:roligh Eaot of us but we dion't !mow where. 

Apparently the f11'!lericans ha d been s topped on the Elb.e. We say many flights of 

Am&r.lcen bombers hitting railroad. yards South and West of Berling. At dusk we eaw 

large fires buming to the South of of Cl.'.l.r.U). The Gernra.n.e said it was the Russians 

in Ju-terbog which is 18 kilometero from us. , Aleo we began to hear artillery and 

a little mohine gun fire. We all went to bed ex-pccting big things the next aey. 

As usuiµ the Br:ttioh bOlllbero were over camp that night and we saw them bombing Berlin. 

Saw two planes go down in flames. On SatUl'cley, kpril 21st, we were awakened by 

heavy artillery and raachine gun fire ver,v near to camp. The Russians were within 

5 or 6 miles of' cam;p and Gerna:n planes were continually over ean:tp strafing and. bombing 

the Russfa.ne who we:ra on the Sou.th side of Luckenwalde. About eleven in the mrning 

ve noticed a lot of the Russian.a who were pl'.'isoners in co.mp breaking into s8.lli8, of the 

food .supplies. Thia was the first hint we ha.d that the Germs.n guards had deserted 

the ~. I can't bla!oo t ge Russians for wllat they c1id beoouse the Ger!ll!..'18 had 

treated them t erribly. I he.ve been nnny Russian :priaonere f'all down because they 
.-

didn't have the atrengtl1 to stand, and thon the Germ.n.s would. kiok and beat them. 

That is why I ca.'l'l.'t feel eorry for the Gerams in the town here. I will have to 

wait until I set hOJOO before I tell you about that. ~fXJ" whon the Cernnns left us 

without gu&l'de we 1mmediately took over the entire ca.mp according to prearre.nged 

planes. General Ruso, Norwegian GeneraJ.,we.a in cl'JB.l"88 of the whole ca.nv;,. The 

ca.mp strength at the t:lme the Gern:Ens deserted 'WaS 15,908 prisoners as :followe: 

572 American officers 
U78 Nol1J8g:l.an officers 

689 Polish officers 
1333 Wand Dominion officers 
2268 Rusa1a.ns, the Germme do not recognize Russian off'icers. 
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ke:pt on going. Colonel Harte walked back to oam_p and we later on ±'ound out that 

the Russian and the General arriTed. safely in town. About nine oclook a column 

of Russian tanks entered the ~ and received a roya.:l welcome. The tarikB 

immediately tore dawn all the barbed w:lre fences and went into the woods to 

oontinue fighting the Ger.im.ns who were still in tJ1e woods. All the Russian 

prisoners immediately left Ca.trq) to hunt Ger.mans and. they found quite a few in the 

woods.. I didn; t see too Illl:1r.,Y G-er.nnr1 prieonere . A l ot of womn were tyring to get 

in the ea.nu;, but we ,,ou.ldn't let t..liem in. Tha.t same day I oams dmm town to live 

in the Red. Cross food warehouse w1 th a a Captain and a Ce.:na.dian Flight Lieutenent. 

We have be0n here ever since then and it is our Job to get suwliee .'1.4) to ca.mp. 

I am living in a Germen Har1:pt:nnnn•s room and am very comfortable. We have 

bean here a week now and s t ill no s i gn of the Americans or of' us leaving. 

The Jtu.ssians t hik we :ney go home through Russia but ~.;e want to go to the American 

lines \Illich a.re about two hours from here. Right now I am in the IIazi Patry 

house a.nd we have Just shi:pped 15 typewriters up to camp. Yesterday we sent up 

over 65 good Ore:rnnn radio sets. It is ·ee:rte.inly a :plea.sure to listen to A:merioa 

and England. For the la.et 26 mont,hs it was forbidden for ua to listen to anything 

but Gernnn broad.caste a.nd you know vhat they were. We can hear the be,ttle of 

:Berling going on and continual streams of Russian tanlra and. trucks are going 

through tQWil toward.a Berlin. Moat all of the equipment is American. Russian 

a1r:p1an.ea a.re ever;yv:here but no Ge:t"l'.l'.ml ;planes can be aeen. Tllere are ~ lot of 

Germ.n prison.ere through town every day and quite a few have been beat up and 

have no shoea but they deserve it all. The town ie pretty badly shot u.:p and a.11 

the homes e.nd stores have been looted. We lla.ve water, f!1J.S and lighte 'but no trains 

are running yet.. Right now we a.re wa.1:ting to find out what Will be done w1 th 

UB. I have a lot more I would like to tell you but 1 t will have to wa1 t until 

I get home . l will try m'."l ting again soon. Give nw love to everyone and I' 11 
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soon 'be aeet!me you. 

Lots of love, 

(Signed) Anx>'ll Jr 


