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"preil 29, 194’
Sear Sad, LUChtFnllue many

Y bave been a free men for a meek nom i tl.t no fign
the Umertcanf{,.Jt certainly iy a Twell Trelt~ 1pe no harhed
mite around uT 0T ?anin [ot of ®ermanf g[IYO ou mhat to Do.
untgl S get Gome befere 3

3 will Zave to mai can tell nou Gor
much T fated them.T Bave ;o much to Iag that I reall don’t EBnon
mhere to begin fo ¥ will ftart with the beg inntng nou probabln
" already know mwe [eft Dflag €4 on Tanuary 217t mien tﬁe fuffias
broke throuph at Mofcom.Be bad about 1500 American 07FIC&T¢ there
on that date and me received the order to ftart marct *ng Teft Ye
mere allomed to take mith uI only wmbat me could carry out 10
fick offtcer| mere allowed to remain in the banttnl mbhere tfsﬂ

T

were captured by the ‘uff{ang the ne§t bog [fo a fem office
bid themfelve] in old tunnel Lut on em mere ulIcneb to bo ¢

and tﬁeq took "ttL them a three mweek f TOOL fjupply.fione DI ug fad
any idea that the Jul{fian] mwere fo clofe ot many more would fave
efca eb.ﬂnqwa? we [eft the camp on the .morning 0 Sunuarq 21it and
marcg 20 Rilometer) to the Tma(l o[tTg tonn o in( EXIN and
meve there bedded domw in varnef ftablef.T flept in a 1ta1[ wi
th a com and about midnighHt T?e Tturteb gaving a calf o ¥ fHad to
leave.Xfat xtqlt a [ot more officer| efcaped and in the morning
tbere were about 100 of Fficer| too Jick and exhaujted to march any
further Jo they mere ln]t there witout ¢ guard.lfe ﬂuT{t«ni
ptcheb them up that dag U tLink.%e marched notzer 20 kilometer|
that day to Iat?ga[t or B8 BicTitag(wirsivz ). Ife HRuffian| nere
vety clofe to ul vecaufe we could bear mackine gun and artillery

five.Blg vight l[eg ftavted ot“ering me and J mal carrying fuch o
benv2 oabd that 3 Tfll[ﬂ didn’t care what bappened to me.Ihe negt
morning we mwoke up to Ttnb out tbat all the BSermanf Had beYerteb
and me mere alone,.XIhe Nluffiany Bad uf near[? furtounded and the
folifh civilien| told uf to mait and the fianf mould foon be i1
the tomn. THeny mere all around uj and we cou!b actually bear the
artillerz Thellf going over uf.Yaturalln mwe all thoupht me mere Tt
ee and mwould Tuon be on our may Gome o T founf me a nice room in
fome Serman| Lome and made myfelf comfortable.%e Tlaupgbtered a (ot
of pigf aend Tfarted preparing big mealf.3o0bn JIonef mo? our cook,
Sn- the a;ternton after 12 bourf of Freebom a latoon of Qitbuanian
: SGFftgop bmgrcfeb 1nto tov?btgp%renth the uE ian{ bad been dDrive
n back an e Sermani De p £ b i 1De D
the road onbbto[b uY Eo pgepgre Fogéargé 8uéfro§gte%§epou§n}935p

(00GR) Fardon tEi] Serman typewriter,




town called &bar[ottenburg.%t thif time o Tot more oTTicerI took
off and ?ib in foufel and ftramw Itach{ but before leaving

Serman ited machine unI into the ftraw,ifi) brought quite a
“femw officer) out from id ng.gg leg maj] fo babd and the Ynomw fo
Deep that T Ddecidbed it waf beft to Jtay 1it} t?e main group.%
me marched out of the town John Jonel| wa] complaing about the
meal Be maz cooking ant bHad to [eave on the Jtove.ilen we yot
Gharlottenbury ne merve a%ain placed in a big barn and ¥ fav to
eep tn a grain bin but it mal very wmarm.Ife Xitjuanian & troop
mere pretty friendly and thHhat nigit a lot more officer| pvonudtoo

n
i
i

efcaped or Hid to mait for the Sujfit nf.3ife nert tag nre ment to
a town called ﬁob[enf LoBSENS ) nbere the SBerman commandant told

uf that Simmler §

|

mielf bad fent tfhe CE troop{ to guard uf fince l

Io many of{icetf meve eTcaptng.ﬁga n mhen mwe left the negrt morning
Ge Serman gireb mactine gun) into the barnf in caVfe annone naf
hiding ULl thot dan me could hear machHine gun fire and big tank
battlef and ttougbt tfat the Yuffian| might overt-%e uf.¥m glad
we didn’t Tee ann Puffian atrplanel Fecaufe 1100 mer rorching
actoff the fnony FiclDY ar® voadV roul® Bave madbe a perfect tornet
and tbere maf no r-- of Gnoming re mere prifonerf.¥Hat ~Fternoon
me ctoffed the Toli § ®erman border and it feemed to chteer tfe
Jerman' up a.lot ¢ *Houph the fuffian| rere vight bebin> uf,Ttot |
ntght after 28 kil ter? re vreached “latom(FLATOW ) and I raf fo
e gLJTteL that T rert Ttraigt to fed in a barn “ut Firft ¥ took ‘
0 g Troef for t ¥irft time in tkreee dan' nbkich naf a riftake’
fince tf nerve frcgen [tiff t*e nert morning.€o far in 5 bayf the
German| Had ren u' only “lach “read for rationf and {f me Hhadn't
bad Red “ro'¥ food T II rben ne [eft Tflag €4 J doubt 1f ann
f uf could ve me* che or 1 day.Tle fTpent %Ec entire nert dan in
thify tomn and me' very lucky being able to trade feour cignrr For !
a big flab of o Fplit tEif rith Qt,.Peaflen Trom Onnil mhe |
-wal] marching negt e, <5e Terman ‘ommondant,a rel ealled uf
[ togethber anb t« uf tbat tte T u¥Yfiany Ead brohen Tiplomatic ‘
telation] mith Lmerica and Vritan uant ttat if we efraped me mwould
probably become $uffi ptifonery,.Ib1] na? a typical &
,:ogoganba trick.,2y tLi] time there nere Yo mang ofiicer[ no mweve
Tickh , ezbaufted,froftbitten,and fad frogen feet that the lerman'
?ot mo vatlroad flot car] und put them on it and fhHippeld tyesn 1
2iT camp at Nuckerr " Ibe ugick 1] 04 Rilometer] guutb of Lerlin.
ibe nert bay we marclyed to ¢nitrom(dasvnow/)anb rhen we atrrived
tGeve the fnon gnf tver a foot Deeped mafl [imping pretty bably anbd

e
Rner that T noulldn't Le alle te 20 nny further the negt day.ubout
tbat time t?c serman] announced lyey Sad tro bLog car| eand nould

take 120 officer| nd the Umerican voctor told me that 3 could ﬁo.‘

e marched Lack Dbonn to tge vatlioad and they put 60 of u; in
each bor car dbut ritf 10 Jerman pucrdf it made a total of 70 in
each car.Ut maf fc crombed that balf uf uf fteod for three Lourf
mhile the reft Tat Tonn and at the end of tgtee bourf me changed
placef.i % courfe the Verm ni took all the room then needed.”

we geot into tbe For ceorf tfcre rere two very old momen laning,
bead in the fnom.,"efupeel revre erermubere traoing to efcape before
t?e ¥uffiant k*rgreb.wat raf the [aft O fam of the otBher 800

5 R

ficerf except Tor 200 n%50 rere pyt on tor corf trmo danf [ater. (
!

Lhe veft marched oll the may to Ctettin and mere them fhipped to
amme [burp(HAMMELBURG) near Tiirgbury(Wirznure) nbere they mere

later [iverated bty the ‘merican tgird army.Ihe train me mere on
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mqy COM£OT(L of refugeel from Galt Pruffia antd Y f
oland.Come of thefe people nere on coal and flat carf ant
ince {t ma] fnowring cnd mwaf about 10 depreel abor 20
cF thefe peop[e died from erpofure,d anctually fam mountl
o'txerf riding on top pf coal car] fo ne rere fairln foru
to be in bor car7.3t took uf S day| to come tec Cuchenmalde,n
e more thar 100 Rilometerf.Quring thif 8 dan period ne
no vationy of any tnpe and the only food me bHad maf mhat me
acbhle to Lft of civilianf and ®erman trcop troin| poing to tf
front.1fe ”rJ[t cive nearIn anntting for tobacco.Be Vpent
tayf tn the big Templefof railroad ardy ir ®erlin cn on eithev
pebruary rt or Jth at noon ne meve-bombed by 1250 jea Y ‘
bomber{.J can eafily fag that 3 don’t want to be unler unymove
merican N r{.:¢ arrived in tHéy] eamp on ‘ebruary Oth and jave
en bere v tince.ifeve maf no voom and they put uj in jou
olU Huflf vackf.i0e Jood jituation wa] very bab and our Laily
votion ¢ Lited © rtery Joup and five potatoef gor luncg und
in the ternoucn ne veceived five jlicef of blavk brecd.io)t of
U ere ¢ tbat me gab to ftay on our bunk] moft of tge Uay.
Yater on Jome J.ed wrof| foobd ,,rce?i atrived nmhich mabe'tgin?i a
lot mcre bearatle.<(e camp waf very crowded af tt na{ but later
on obout LU terican en(ifted men arrived from Ctalag 3b at
Ctankfort on “der.lben Had to I in [tg tentg on ftram fince
thbere wal no more vecom left.Xhe 308 Ymevrican officer| from Uflag
€4 neve [iving in tte fame compound mwitf 1800 RUF(RAF) offtcer
and €50 ,clifl officery. e flept in triple Deck mwooden bunkf with
ftram af a rattre?f7.Since me nere only £ milef from Ferlin me
could fee all the bombingf and tlere nere cutte n Ffem of them,
ot one ftraipbt pertod of 37 night{ the*Bnalifh vaf maf over
Perlin every night.Ihe 5t raid on TotTdam on YWpril 13tk ovr 141tH
mal the bigpgeft me Labd er feen,

|

Sermany{ a tew ted to evacunte th

on ;ebruarq t titi
camp becaufe tL ~cxicanr mere appro ching
tm '(.i

,
> 9
‘Ticerf to anott

§ o b
e Clbe Xiver Ut tHiT time the Yerman| reren’'t thinking that ¢
Suff 1nrf mould get bere To cutck.The 1900 Tritifb officerl mere
loaded tntc bor carf| bere but no locomotive cculd be found and
evetry day tn thHtf area the railrood 9arbf mnere bombhed.Sinalln
after matting tmo danf for a l[ocomotive then came “rc& to camp.
e all tboupht the UYmerican| mould Joon arripe_ N ft ag the
Fufftany broke t6rough the Tcrman [inef South G %t c? ?
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Umericanf and fuffiany mere Gouth oz uf and it mwaf impn;Tthe to
go Torth tomard Berlin fo me kRnem there waf no cHance o

2 German] getting uf out,but didn’'t &now mgat to eg ect f{nce
German a[maq; Do mbat you don!t e pect n ”
beatb that the Fu {ian bad broke t rou Ga uT but we bibn
t hnom mhere.Upparently the Umericanf en toppeb on the Glbe,.
am man ilig?tg I Ymerican bom erf itting ratlroad nardf
Gou 2 and erlin, Ut bu{& ne am arqge ?iref burnin% teo
outh of camp, ibe Scrmanf atd t ma t?e uffitanf in Jiiterh
'og(JB*taBoc ) which iI 18 Rilometer| from u AlTo me hegan to Gear
artillery and a [ittle machine gun ;ite.ue all ment to bed
erpecting bi thingl the nert day.¥uf ufual the Britifh bomber| mere
over cam gat night ond me famw them bombing ®erlin.Cam two planef
: go domwn fn lamef.In Caturdan April 217t me mere- amahneb br heaon
‘ artillery and machine gun ;ire vern near to camp,The ? uffianI
: wmere within 5 or € milef of camp- and German planef mere con inuall
over camp ;traftvx and bombing tfe Yuffiany mho mere on the
out? fide o Luchervulbe Ybout e[enen tn the morning we noticed
a [ot of the Siuffiany nio were prtfoner{ in camp breaking into
£ome of the Foob fu,,llef A?tf waf the Tivjt ?1nt we Had that the
erman guard) Habd beferted the camp.3 can!t blame the Hufiian
Tor whal they did becaufe the Jermanf ?ab treated them tercib ? *
J bave feen w.nP Suffian prifoner] fall bown vecaufe tz oionft
ave tge ftrenpht to ftang and then the uermang would Rick and
eat them,ilfat tf wky T can’t feel forry for the Serman| in the
town fere.U will gate to watt until 3 %et fome beIote S tell you
about t?at.dnnmaq nben the Serman| left uf without guard| me
immediately took over the entire camp according to preartanged
planf.8enetal Ruge, Sorne%ian Seneral wal in charge of the mhole
camp.ibe camp Ttrenpht at the time the Sermanf deferted waf 15,008
prironerf af oIIonk-

;Z; “merican officery

1178 Yormegian officery

689 Tolifh officery

1333 raF and Yominion of{icerf

2268 Ruffianf,the Serman| do not recognize Ruffian officery
4859 Umerican enlifted men Rt .

366 €erbiany

1725 Wtenc?

2356 Britt foldterf

208 Jtalian

834 men in ;pita[ :

The Sermanf mere Ttill in guchenmalbe aItboup?t tbe.Tuf¥10n¥
metre in the other end of tomniIfere waf [tt[[ a larpge fuppln o
Yled @roTI food parcelf in torn anbd the civilianf mere trying to
break into the mareboufe,I mwent domn tomn mwith a detail of men
to fee if me could %et any ¢of them up to cam Ibere naI a [ittle
fitring going on in tomn but t?e bigaeft batt maf €outh cI tomn,
: Tam a [ot of young ©E troopf and Jome Bo[&f urm men but there

weren’t too many Yetman] left in town.3ibhey were all Ileetng florth
tomard Berlin. ge civilian] weve con!ufeb and fyfterical and mecte
fleeing to tge moodf and looting bome[ of t?e people nwho Gad alreatl
[eft tomwn, nere able to take one load of parvcel] to camp but
ftnce the Téoottng in town waj getting clo{eb we didn’t come back

bat night.€Co far T fad feen no &uTTianf althougfht they mere
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tn part of the tomn.,Ifhe Serman| Gad all the
barticadef and wme mere ftopped Teveral

fitghting in t§h e
8
gtf manting to Rnomw what we mwere Doing in
t
Q

e
To b blocked mwi
tiuc by Serman
tomn,.Once T thou en mere goinpg to take uf rit‘ them torardf
Berlin but mwe ta ?em out of it and Fe't*eT they bad enouy 1
to worry about,Le nally got back out to comp.Ut wnfn t a good
night to fleep Tince the Ruffianf mere TFeII{nr the moodf arc

camp and Serman plane| mere everymhere and once f‘eu ftrafed part
of the camp but no one waf burt.(tnallq nent to bed and maf
amakned at figr on the mornin Upril 27nd by a (ot of fThoutt

it hufgian ma]or bod entered Ee c.mp end me finally &nem that me
mere Tinally free.jou Jhould Have fHeard all the nelling .n* che
ing.2he ftuffian major trmabtate[p tooh 3eneral Ruge, the Tormept
and the Umerican Cenior [ Iicer olonel Herte to be tomn to meet
other Juffian officerf.Un the may to town theny met a Terman
ftmored Gar on the vroad and mweve firved upon.“c[one[ berte jumped
out in a ditch but the fluffian major and the ®eneral kept on yk1rc
Solonel Herte wmalked back to camp and me lrter on found out ¢t

the fufftan ond t% “enear[ artvrived fafely in tomn,Ybout ntne
0
e
i

%o
:
P
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oclock a colume fian tankf| entered fhe car,I and treceived a

to get in the camp

;
togyal welcome.1h tank 1wmebtntclg tore drmn the Vqrheb m i
fencel and ment into the nocbg to continue fighting tbe Sermanfy
who were [till in the nmoodf{. ULl the ufiia1 prifoner] immediatel
[eft camp to LHunt Yerma nT and they Touxu guite a few in the wood .
J.0idn’t fee too meny Jerman prijcx I.u th of nomen wevre tryi
ut we wouldn't le
ed

ut {hem in.i'f;ut 2:':”'9 vay o
ve in the W

I+

-
came domn tonn to I[i oTOff Jood wavrefouje nith a
Saptain and a Canadtan light ¥ieutenant.le Gave Deen fHetre ever
Fince tHen and tt i] our job to get fupplief] up tov camp.JI am
[toing in a Cerman pauptmann’{| toom and am vety comfortabel.
Gave been fetre a meek nom and Ftill no fJign of tge Umericani ot
of ufj leaving. <0e swuffianf think mwec may bome tHrough Huffi
but me mwant to go to thHe Umerican [ineg ;?c arec about two.
boutrt| from bcre.ﬁtykt now J am in the Jagt ,otrg Goufe and mwe

108 zuft Thi;pet 12 t~“enriterT up to camg e'terbaq me fent up
over good Serman rodio fetfT.Tt 1] certatnlys a pleafure to

the laft 2€ montff it waf

in

[iften to Umerica and Tng[cnb. 1ot

forbidden for uf to [iften to anyth 2 but Terman broadcaltf{ and
gou know nfat they mere,%e can bear the battle of Berlin going

on and continual ftreamf of Sufftan tcnhf and truckf are gotr
f‘ffugb tomn tomard| Lerlin.foft all of tEe ecuipment {7 “merican.
' ut no Terman pfcnef can he feeh,

»

ifftan atrplanef are erernwlere b
|
L

L: ere are a ‘t of Serman priToncrl tbrough tomrn every bay an
quite a xen jave been beat up and bave no fboef| but then deferve
it all.Ibe tomn if pretty badly THot up and all the fomef and
fto teen [ooted.Te Bave water,gaf,and [ight] but no 11

tef b\re




é

are running yet.Right now mwe are mait{n? to find out mhat wmill be
dbone with uI.% ave a (ot more ¥ mould [ike to tell pou but it mwil
bove to wait until T get 90::. T mill tr? nriting ~pain foon,®inve
my [ove to everyone and TJ'[l foon be feeing nyou.

Qotf| of [ove,



April 29, 19!"53
Luckenwalde, Germeny

Dear Dad,

I have been a free man for a week now but stull no sign of the Americans,
It certainly is a ewell feeling to have no barded wire around us or having a lot
of Germans telling you whet to do, I will have to walt wntil I get home before
I can tell you how mmeh I hated them, I have so much o say that I really don't
know where to begin so I will start with the begimning, As you probebly already
Imow we left Oflag 64 on Jammery 2lst when the Russuans broke through at Moscow,
We had about 1500 American officers there on that date and we received the order
to start maxrching West, We were allowed to teke with us only vwhat we could cary,
About 100 sick officers were allowed %o remain in the hospitel where they were
captured by the Russuans the next day., Also a few officers hid themselves in old
tunnels but only a few were allowed to do so and they took with them a three weeks
food supply. None of us had any idee that the Russians were so cloge or many
more would have escaped, Anywey we leoft the camp on the morning of January
2lst and marched 20 kilometers to the smmll Polish town of Exin and were there
bedded down In berme and stables, I glept in a stall with a cow and about
midnight she sarted having a calf so I hed to leave, That night a lot more
officers escaped and in the morming there were sbout 100 officers tcoo sick and
exhausted to march any further so they were left there without a guard, The
Russiens picked them wp that day I think, We marched another 20 kilometers that
day to Ratzhalt or Wirsitz, The Russians were very close to us because we conld
hear machine gun and artillery five. My right leg started bothering me and I was
carrying such a heavy load that I really didn't care what happened to me, The
next morning we woke up to £ind out that all the Germans had deserted and we
were alone, The Russians had us nearly surrounded and the Polish civilians
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told us to walt and the Russians would goon be in the town. They were all around us
and we could actually hear the srtillery shells going over us., Natmrally we all
thought we were free and would soon be on our way home so I found me a nice room in
some Cermans home and made myself comfortable. We slaughtered a lot of pigs and
gtarted preparing big meals, John Jones was our cook, In the afternoon after 12 hours
of freedom a platoon of Lithuanian 8S troops marched into town. Apperently the
Russians had been driven back and the Cermens decided to get us out. They lined us
up on the road and told us to prepare to mareh 6 kilometers to another town called
Charlottenburg, At this time a lot more officers took off end hid in houses and
straw stacks but before leaving the Germans fired machine guns into the straw, This
brought gquite a few officers out from hiding, My leg was sc bad and the snow so
deep thet I declded 1t was best to stay with the main groupy When we marched out of
the town Jolm Jones was coz&g)lai;:ingabmxt the big meal he was cooking and had to
leave on the stove, When we got to Charlottenburg we were again placed in a big
barn and I had to sleep in & grain bin and it wes very warm, The Lithuenian 88
troops were pretiy friendly and that night a lot more officers escaped or hid to wait
for the Russians, The next day we went to & towm called Lobsens where the German
commandent told ue that Himagler himself had sent the S5 troops to guard us since
too meny officers were esceping. Again wijen we left the next morning the Germans
fired machine guns into the barne in case anyone wes hiding. All that day we

could hear machine gun fire and big tank batties and thought that the Russians
might overtake us, Im glad we didn't see any Russian airplanes because 1100

men marching across the snow fields and roads wouid have mede a perfect target

and there was no way of knowing we were prisoners, That afternoon we crossed the
Polish German border and it seemed to cheer the Germans up & lot although the
Russilans were right behind us, That night after 23 kilometers we reached Flatow
and I was so exhausted that I went straight to bed in a barn but first I took

my shoes for the first time in three days which was a mistake since they were

P .
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frozen stiff the next morning, So far in 5 days the Germens had given us only
black breed for rations and 1f we hadn't had Red Cross food parcels when we left
Oflag G4 I doubt if any of us could have mexched for 1 day, We spent the entire
next day in this towm end I was very lucky being able to trade four cigars for a
big slab of bacon, I split this with Lt. Beasley from Ennils who was merching next
to me, The Germen Commendsnt, a Colonel called us all together and told us that

the Russians hed broken diplometic relations with America and DBritien and that if
we escaped we would probebly become Russien prisoners, This was a typical Germen
propoganda trhek, Iy this time theve were go many officers who were aﬁek, exhausted,
frogtbitten, and had frogzen feet that the Gerrmns got two railroed flat ears and put
them on it and shipped them %o this camp at Luckenwalde which is 54 kilometers South
of Borlin, The next day we moreched to Jastrow and vhen we avvived there the snow
was over a foot deep. I was limping pretiy badly and lmew that I wouldn't be able
to go any further the next day. About thalt time the CGermans amnounced they had

two box cars and would take 120 officers and the Americen doctor told me that I
could go, We merched back down to the reilwoad end they put 60 of us in each box
car but with 10 Germen guards 1t made a total of 70 in each car, It was so crowded
that half‘ of ue stood for three hourg vhile the rest sat down and at the end of
three hours we changed places, Of course the CGermans took all the room they needéd.
As we got into the box cars there were two very old women laying dead in the snow,
Refugees were everywhere trying to escape before the Rypslans arrived, That was the
last I saw of the other 800 cfficers except for 200 who were put on box cars two
days later, The rest merched all the way to Stettin and were Then shipped to
Hammelburg noar Wurzburg where they were later liberated by the Americen third army,
The train we were on was eomposed of regugees from East Russien and Germens from
Poland, Some of these people were on coal and flat cars and since it was snowing

and was about 10 degrees above zero meny of these people died from exposure,
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I actually saw wounded Germen soldiers riding on top of coal cars so we were

fairly fortunate to be in bex cars, It took us 8 days to come to Luckemwalde, &
little more then %00 kilometers, During this 8 day period we received no rations

of any type end the only food we had was what we were able to get of civiliems

and German troop trains going to the front., They would glve nearly anything for
tobacco, We apent two days in the big Tamplehoﬁ railroad yards in Berlin, On either
February 3rd or 4th at noom we were bonmbed by 1250 heavy Amevicen bombers, I can
oasily say that I don't want to be under anymore Americean horbers, We arrived in
thie camp on Febmﬁ.ry 5th and have Pbeen here ever since, Theore was no room and they
put us on some old Russian barracks, The food situation was very bad emd our daily
ration eonsisted of watery soup and five potatoes for lunch and in the afternoon we
received five glices of blaek bread, Most of us were so weak thet we had to stay

on owr bhunks most of the day, Later on some Red Cross food parecels arrived which
made things a lot more bearable, The camp was very crowded as it was but later on
about 4000 American enlisted men arrived from Stalag 3B at Frankfort on Oder, They
had to sleep in big tents on straw since thoere was no mors room left, The 550
Amerlean officers from Oflag G4 were living in the same compound with 1300 RAF
officers and 650 Polish officers, We slept in triple dock wooden hunke with straw
as a matress, Since we were only 33 mlles from Derlin we could see all the bombings
and there were quite a few of them, For one straight period of 37 nights the English
RAF was over Berlin every night. The night rald on Potsdam on April 13th or 1hith
was the biggest we had ever seen, | .

On February 13th the Germons attempted to evacuate the British officers to
another camp because the Americans were approeching the Elbe River, At this time
thé Germans weren't thinking that the Russians would get here so guick, The 1300
British officers were loaded into box cars here but no locomotive could be found and
every day in this avea the reilroad yards were bombed, Finally after weiting two
days for a losomotive they came back to camp, We all hought the Americans would
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soon arrive but inetead the Russlans broke through the Cermen lines Southeast of us,
The Americans and Russians were South of us and &t was impossible to go North toward
Berlin so we knew there was no chance of the Germens getting ue out, but didn't

know what to expect gince the Gex;m.ns always do what you don't expect. On April

20th we heard that the Russiane had broke through East of us but we dldn't know where,
Apparently the Americens had been stopped on the Elbe. Ve say meny flights of
Americen bombers hitting reilrocad yards South and West of Berling. At dusk we saw
large fires burning to the South of of camp. The Germans said it wes the Russians

in Juterbog which is 18 kilomoters from us, Alsc we began to hear ertillery end

a little machine gun flre., We all went to bed expocting big things the next day.

As usuwal the Britisch bombers were over camp that night and we saw them bombing Berlin,
Saw two plenes go dowm in flames, On Saturdey, April 2lst, we were awakened by

heavy artillory and machine gun five very ncar to camp, The Russilens were within

5 or 6 miles of camp and CGerman planes were continually over camp strafing and bombing
the Ruseicns who were on the South side of Luckenwalée, About eleven in the morning
we noticed a lot of the Russians vwho were prisoners in camp bresking into same of the
food supplies, This was the filrst hint we had that the Germen guards had deserted
the camp, I can't blame tge Russlans for what they did because the Germans had
treated them terribly. I heve been meny Russian prisoners fall down because they
didn't have the strength to stand, and then the Cermans would kick and beat them.
That is why I can't feel sorry for the Germans in the town here, I will have to

wait until I geot home before I tell you about that, Anyway when the Germans left us
wvithout guards we immediately took over the entire camp according to prearrenged
planes, General Ruge, Norweglan General,wes in charge of the whole camp. The

camp strength at the time the Germens deserted wee 15,908 prisoners as follows:

572 Americen officers

1178 Norgegien officers
689 Polish officers
1333 RAF and Dominion officers
2268 Ruspiens, the Germans do not recognize Russian officers.
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kept on going. Colonel Herte walked back to camp and we later on found out that
the Russian and the Genersl arrived safely in town, About nine oclock a colum
of Russlan tanks entered the camp and received a royal welcome, The tanks
immediately tore down all the barbed wire fences and went into the woods to
continue fighting the Germans who were stlll in the woods, All the Russien
prisoners immedlately left camp to hunt Germans and they found quite a few in the
woods, I didnjt see too many Cerman prisoners. A lot of women were tyring to get
in the camp but we wouldn't let them in, Thet sems day I came down town to live
in the Red Cross food warehcuse with a a Captain and a Canadien Flight Lieutenent,
We have been here ever since then and 1t is our Job to get supplies up to camp,

I am living in & Germen Hauptmann's room and am very comfortable, We have

been here a week now end still no eign of the Americans or of us leeving,

The Bussians thik we may go home through Russia but we want to go to the American
lines which are about two hours from here., Right now I am in the Nazl Patry
house and we have Juet shipped 15 typewriters up to camp, TYesterday we sent up
over &5 good Cermen radio sets, It is eertainly a pleasure to listen to America
and England, For the last 26 monthe it was forbidden for us to listen to anything
but Germen broadeestes and you lknow what they were, We can hear the baittle of
Berling going on and continual streams of Russian tanks and trucks are going
through town towards Berlin, Most all of the equipment ie American, Russien
elrplanes are everywhere but no German planes can be seen. There are a lot of
Germen prisoners through town every day and quite a few have been beat up and
have no shoes but they deserve it all, The town is pretty badly shot up and all
the homes and stores have been looted., We have water, gas and lights but no trains
are running yet. Right now we ere waiting to find out what will be done with

us, I have a lot more I would like to tell you but it will have to wait until

I get home., I will try writing again soon, Give my love to everyone and I'1l



soon be seeing you.
Lote of love,

(S1gned) Amon Jr



