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B I investigating campus letter threats

.BY CHRIS KELLEY
Campus Editor

The FBI is investigating the origin
‘of a letter threatening the lives of
‘four persons—three of whom are in
TCU’s Chemistry department—
‘which was apparently written in
retaliation for the alleged suicide of
a former post doctoral student who
had studied in
department.

Dave Rarity, the FBI agent in
charge of the Fort Worth office,

the chemistry .

was in the process of examining the
letter for fingerprints and other
physical evidence, as well as
examining the contents.

The letter, which is addressed to
“the Vice Chancellor”’—and signed

‘with the partial names *‘John, Viv

and Phillips”—begins “We are
deeply distressed to hear about the
sad death of Dr. Colin Campbell
who committed a suicide in Europe
on 10th of September, 1979.”
Campbell’s “last desire” was to
have someone kill a certain faculty
member or to see that another
faculty member is fired *in the same

manner that I was fired. ..,” the
letter said.

The authors of the letter wrote,
“Now it is our job to fulfill Dr.
Campbell’s last desire. . . ”

“Mrs. Campbell, (being pregnant
and expecting a baby soon)” blamed
one of the four in the department
“for everything that had happened
to them during their short and
miserable stay in Fort Worth,” the
letter read.

The writers said they plan to
either force TCU authorities to fire
the person Mrs. Campbell blamed,
or to kill the faculty member who

they say fired Campbell.

*“Although unfair we also plan to
kill you,” the letter says referring to
“The Vice Chancellor” and lists the
names of three other persons in the
chemistry department.

The letter indicates that the
retaliation will be carried out
sometime in 1980 unless anyone
tries to approach those who have
written the letter—then the
retaliation will be carried out
immediately, the letter said.

Campbell, with his wife, came to
TCU in the spring semester from
Scotland and was a post doctorate

fellow working in biochemistry, a
department faculty member said.
TCU Police Chief Ed Carson said
Campbell was terminated from the
department during the summer by
one of the chemistry faculty
members who was threatened in the
letter. Carson said the faculty
member found Campbell in-
compatible with the two other
chemistry department persons who
were also mentioned in the letter.
“It's my impression that Camp-
bell was terminated because of his
inability to get along (with the
others in the department.) There

were too many personality conflicts.

“lI think it was really an aec-
cumulation of things” as to why he
was terminated , Carson said.

However, according to a
university source, Campbell was
terminated for allowing some
radiation to leak from a laser during
a laboratory experiment.

Carson confirmed that *“some
radiation had leaked” during
Campbell’s stay in the department
but he did not know what, if any,
significance the leak had to do with

See Extortion, page 5

said late Thursday that the agency

TCU DAILY SKIFF

'FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1979

‘Queen’ returns

amid controversy|

BY PAIGE PACE AND CINDY
NORMAN
Staff Writers

Tomorrow, for the first time in six
years, a “traditional” queen and her
escort will be crowned at TCU's
Homecoming game.

The House of Student
Representatives passed a somewhat
controversial bill Oct. 9, changing
the contest from duo “Homecoming
Personalities” to the “Queen and
Escort’’ competition.

Opposition to the House bill
included charges that it was
“sexist,” ‘“‘unfair” and relegated
males and females to specific
“roles.”

.. But the controversy aroused b,y‘

this year's contest seems minimal
compared to the furor which
surrounded the competition six
years ago.

In 1973, the TCU Student House
was forced to change the title from
“‘queen” to “honoree” when student
Steve Miller entered the contest—
and became one of the six finalists.

“The queen contest always seems
just like a cattle show,” Miller told
The Daily Skiff. 1 wanted to make
it have something to do with

ple.”

Miller told the Skiff he decided to
run for Homecoming queen to test
the section of the student bill of
rights which forbids discrimination
on the basis of sex.

On Nov. 7, 1973, the House voted
to change the title from “queen’ to
“honoree.” The two runner-up
positions, formerly called duchesses,
were changed to “‘personalities.”

Meanwhile, Miller was subjected

to abuse that included libel, obscene
phone calls and even threats of
physical violence.

- Several fraternity houses
displayed signs questioning Miller’s

manhood and one girl stood up in a
religion class and suggested Miller
be taken out and shot.

Band director Dr. James Jacobsen
claimed the band would not play at
the game if Miller was elected, but
later said they would participate
after all.

Finally, at the Homecoming pep
rally Nov. 9, Miller read a
statement to the student body
withdrawing himself from the
contest.

“The embarrassment 1 was
causing (the university) wasn’t
worth my continuing,” Miller said.

In 1967, another male tried to
enter the queen contest. But the
Elections Committee rejected
Mason Dickson’s application on the
grounds that it was “‘unreasonable
that the eligibility requirements
should be interpreted to invite
anyone other than females to file.”

Western

MEXICO CITY (AP)—A landing on
the wrong runway was blamed for
the crash of a Western Airlines DC-
10 at the Mexico City airport in
which 74 persons were reported
killed.

“It was definitely not structural;
there’s no question about that,” said
FAA spokesman Dennis Feldman in
Washington.

The airport was shrouded in fog
when the plane from Los Angeles
landed before dawn Wednesday on
a ruriway that was closed for
repairs, hit a truck and crashed into
two buildings. Officials said 71 of
the 88 persons aboard the jetliner
and three on the ground were killed.
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COSTUMED CREW-—An advanced ballet class decided to work out in

7Skiff photo by Frank Badder

style for Halloween. The group also went out for breakfast decked out in

their costumes. v

DC-10crash claims 74: 17 survive

Seventeen others aboard Flight
605 survived. Three were in in-
tensive care, nine were reported in
satisfactory condition, and five
were released after first-aid
treatment.

The pilot, Capt. Charles Gilbert,
53, of Rolling Hills, Calif., was
among those killed.

Mexican officials said the runway
on which the plane landed had been
closed for two weeks for repairs and
was dark, while the adjacent,
parallel runway that was open was
well lighted.

Tail marks on the runway in-
dicated that the pilot tried to take
off, officials said, but the plane’s

landing gear hit a truck, killing the
driver. The impact sent the airliner
sliding across to the other runway
and it crashed through a mobile
lounge and slammed into an
Eastern Airlines building, killing
two people in the building.

“Evervbody didn't die right
away,” said Pandora Drickersen
Scott, 19, of Chico, Calif., a
passenger who survived the crash.
“*Some were trying to get out. Some
of them. . .they were crying ‘Help,
Help!’ then they were either calm or
something must have happened to
them.”

In Washington, the FAA officials
said after talking with Mexican
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Carter campaigns for Chrysler

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Carter administration Thursday asked
Congress to approve federal loan guarantees of up to $1.5 billion to
help the struggling Chrysler Corp. avoid bankruptcy.

The proposed aid package is roughly double the sum the ad-
ministration previously indicated it would be willing to seek to keep the
nation’s No. 3 automaker afloat. Details of a legislative proposal to
assist the company were sent to Congress, whose approval of the

Baker tosses hat into ring’

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr. declared his can-
didacy for president Thursday, coupling a warning that “America has
lost its margin for error’”” with a new appeal for defeat of the SALT 11

Departing ‘Trom the traditional generalities of presidential an-
nouncement speeches, Baker devoted a major section of his brief
statement to the proposed arms treaty between the United States and

. Floridians flee flooded area

- OKEECHOBEE, Fla.—Hundreds of central Florida residents jammed
into motel rooms Thursday, their vacation trailers and retirement
homes surrounded by hordes of venomous snakes and flood waters

1~ from a crumbled reservoir.

Civil defense officials said 500 to 1,700 persons were evacuated and
homes sustained at least $1.3 million in damages when a wall of the

-.-Lake Okeechobee reservoir gave way. However, officials predicted the
damage figure would escalate as reports came in on devastated crops,

And officials said 300 or more mobile homes and houses around the
lake were struck Wednesday by floodwaters up to 8 feet in depth.

| Texas law violates aliens’ rights
;;: WASHINGTON, D.C.—Government lawyers said Thursday a Texas
law requiring illegal aliens to pay tuition to send their children to
unconstitutional. They said it is an irrational attack

W‘: civil ; divldon ‘made its position

filed with the 5th U.S. Circuit

package is necessary.

e

. It is the largest proposed financial bailout for an American cor-

poration in history.

Oil tanker sinks in Gulf of Mexico

GALVESTON—An oil tanker carrying about 400,000 barrels of crude
oil sank in the Gulf of Mexico Thursday morning after a fiery collision
with a freighter, Coast Guard officers said. Two crewmen were

- reported killed and more than a dozen injured.

Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. George Davis said from New Orleans that the
collision involved a Liberian oil tanker and a Greek-registered freighter

sailing out of Cyprus.

The collision between the “Burma Agate” and the “Mimosa” oc-
curred about four miles east-southeast of the eastern tip of Galveston

- Island.

Bolivian army takes palace

LA PAZ, Bolivia—Eiements of the Bolivian armed forces took over the
presidential palace, other key buildings and the airport Thursday in a
coup against the 1l-week-old government of President Walter

Guevara.

A communique broadcast over La

Paz radio stations said the coup

was led by Col. Alberto Natush, commander of the Bolivian military
college, was for “the peasants and workers,” and that new military

commanders would be named.
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officials that the crash was caused
by an ‘“unknown approach-and-
landing error.” Searchers found the
black box of recorded conversations
between the plane and the control
tower and among the cockpit crew,
and officials hoped to learn from it
what caused the landing on the
wrong runway.

Mexican officials said the runway
on which the plane landed had been
closed for two weeks for repairs and
was dark, while the adjacent,
parallel runway that was open was
well lighted.

Tail marks on the runway in-
dicated that the pilot tried to take
off, officials sald, but the plane’s

landing gear hit a truck, killing the
driver. The impact sent the airliner
sliding across to the other runway
and it crashed through a mobile
lounge and slammed into an
Eastern Airlines building, killing
two people in the building.

Among those killed was Ken
Luycoff, 31, a news producer for
ABC, who was en route to El
Salvador to cover the political
violence there.

In Washington, the FAA officials
said after talking with Mexican

.officials that the crash was caused

by an ‘“‘unknown approach-and-
landing error.”

International Week honors
foreign students at TCU

The Hon. Robert Dean, former
U.S. ambassador to Peru and former
TCU ambassador-in-residence, will
speak at noon Monday, Nov. 5 in
the student center at” the official
opening ceremony for TCU’s In-
ternational Student Week.

A bazaar will be held throughout
the week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the hallway in front of the student
center cafeteria. International
students will show slides and items
from their home countries. Light
desserts from various countries will
be sold.

An' international fashion show

will be held Tuesday, Nov. 6 at 7
pm. in “The Corner.” Twelve
children will model clothing from
countries including West Germany,
Puerto Rico, Latin America, Iran
and Saudi Arabia.

International Week will conclude
with an international dinner at 6:30
p-m. Saturday, November 10, in the
student center ballroom. The menu
includes dishes from Lebanon, Italy,
Puerto Rico, West Germany and
Saudi Arabia, Weather said.

Tickets for the dinner are $4.50
per person or $8 a couple. For

information, call 921-7871.

Frank D. Maynard
makes a surprise visit
to campus

Special highlights on
TCU’s Starpoint School

Latest update
on page 8-
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