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That brief comment by a State De-
partment official summed up the
mood here this week after the perils of
life in the puclear age shifted from
academic theory to grim reality.

After the Chernobyl accident in the
Soviet Union, news from elsewhere
seemed less compelling. For now,
Michael K. Deaver’s travails looked
like a minor footnote by comparison
and so did Maria Shriver’s wedding.
Even the adventures of Moammar
Khadafy appeared to be tame stuff
pext to what happened in the
Ukraine.

Terrorism usually directly afflicts
only small numbers of people but a
nuclear disaster can affect thousands,

perhaps millions. And for the dozens
of other countries who rely on nuclear
power, the response was universal:
Could it happen here?

Once again, the mind-numbing lex-
icon of nuclear energy was filling
newspapers, with its array of baffling
terms like meltdown, millirems, fuel
rods and containment structures. To
most people, the accident meant one
thing: huge amounts of cancer-
causing radiation particles were spil-
led into the atmosphere.

In the U.S. government, officials
began talking about nightmarish sce-
narios. Would milk for Swedish and
Polish children be safe? Would a wind
shift endanger the countries along the
Soviet Union’s western border and

Would contamination rob the
Soviets of some of their most produc-
tive ter;ain? Would the Black Sea,
with its resort towns and rich fishing
waters, suddenly be off-limits? Would
ali four reactors in the Chernobyl area
go up in smoke?

There were other types of ques-
tions. Why were the Soviet author-
ities being so secretive about the inci-
dent? Were they overwhelmed by the
magnitade of the disaster?

What about the four nuclear reac-
tors being built in Cuba less than 200

‘miles from Key West, Fla., with the

help of Soviet technology? Will they
be safe?

If Reagan administration officials
felt smug over the Soviet misfortune,
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The official posture was: don't gloat,
extend deep regrets and offer assist-
ance.

For the Reagan administration, the
disaster transcended ideological
boundaries. Much like the outpour-
ing of U.S. food aid last year to
drought-stricken Ethiopia, a loyal ally
of Moscow, the administration felt
this week that the usual criticism of
the Soviets should be set aside and
replaced by offers of help.

Since the halcyon days of their
World War II alliance, there have
only been rare instances of Soviet-
American cooperation in life-
threatening situations. Thus it was
something of a novelty Tuesday when
Assistant Secretary of State Rozanne

beyond?

rﬂﬁ - About 100 students gather in the Student Center
_lounge Thursday for a solidarity rally sponsored by campus organiza-

they weren't indicating it publicly.

e s P

tions. Speakers included the Rev. Jesse Truvillion of the campus minority

ministry, and Coach Jim Wacker.

Ridgway told Soviet diplomat Oleg
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Student to research meteorites

By Biff Bann
Staff Writer

Unlike many of his fellow students,
Hiram Jackson won't be spending this
summer relaxing in front of the televi-
sion set. Instead, Jackson will be
studying meteorites in New Mexico.

Jackson, a junior geology major,
was recently named the winner of the
TCU Honors Scholar Award for spe-
cial study in his chosen field of planet-
ary geology. Jackson will undertake
his study at TCU and the University of
New Mexico at Albuguerque.

Jackson said his research should
add io the knowledge available to
TCU’s Oscar Monnig Meteorite Col-
lection. :

“The fundamental knowledge of
our meteorite collection is still not as

INSIDE

_ Students will be able to look back
on 1986 and say this was the semes-
ter when y was put aside and
everyone came together on the first
day of May for a common cause.
serve to be commended. See Page
& 5

good as it should be,” Jackson said. “T
hope my research will help answer
some specific questions about our col-
lection.”

Although he was not sure about his

duties this summer, Jackson
said he will probably be doing a lot of
library work.

“Some of our specimens have never
been studie?;” Jackson said, “so I'm
sure I will oe busy.”

Jackson said he became interested
in geology because of the diverse
knowledge required to understand
the facets of the science.

“You have to know chemistry, biol-
ogy and physics to understand geolo-
gy,” Jackson said. “If you find a fossil
in a rock, you have to know some bic!-
ogy if vou hope to identify it.”

Jackson said his interest in
meteorites stems from the discoveries

Vice chancellor wins

By Craig Winneker
Staff Writer

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Peggy Barr was the recipient of three-
awards from the two principal profes-
sional associations in her field last
month.

The National Association of Stu-

of the Voyager and Pioneer missions.

“I have always been interested in
space, and this research is one way to
fulfill those interests,” Jackson said.

Jackson said the study of meteorites
may unlock some of the secrets of the
earth’s origin and composition.

“Elements found in meteorites are
not found on the earth’s surface,”
Jackson said. “These meteorites
might be pieces of a planetary core,
and they could help us understand
our planet a little bit better.”

Jackson, who maintains a 4.0 grade
point average in the university’s Hon-
ors Program curriculum, said he was
surprised to learn that he had re-
ceived the award.

“There were so many other good
projects out there that I never

thought I'd win,” Jackson said.

tion papers for the association and
serves as its scholarly review body.
Barr was “amazed and delighted,”
and said that it is “a rare occurrence to
be recognized by both of the major
::iciltions in the student affairs

The NASPA award recognized Barr
“Student Affairs and the Law, Estab-
lishing Effective Student Services
Programs,” as well as for her service
as editor-in-chief of the Jossey-Bass
monograph series “New Directions
for Student Services.”

Ba:r was the first woman to receive
an award from this organization.

“ing to cooperation between nti

 Barr said one of her major eforts

g

Jackson said the money he received
with the award will help him cope
with some of the expenses of this sum-
mer’s research.

“Since I will be spending about
three weeks in Albuquerque, I am
going to use the money to cover some
of my living expenses,” Jackson said.

Jackson said the research this sum-
mer will help him decide whether or
not to continue his career in geology.

“One reason I'm doing this re-
search is to see if I want to continue in
geology,” Jackson said. “I really don’t
foresee any problems with this sum-
mer’s research.”

Besides grades in the stratosphere,
Jackson was elected to Phi Beta Kappa
this spring sud was a member of
TCU'’s College Bow! team that recent-
ly won third place in a 19-team region-
al competiton.

awards

“There are many areas of disagree-
ment in my field,” she said, “but
everyone agrees that we should give
students more money for college.”

Iimmediate past president of the
ACPA, Barr was program chair for its
- 1981 national convention and has
served as vice president for commis-
sions. She has been a member for 22

years.

Barr is currently in her first year as
TCU vice chancellor for student
affairs, a post that is responsible for
Housing, student Activities, Campus
Police, the health center, the Student
Center and the Dean of Students’

Nations react to disaster with questions

Sokolov the United States was pre-
pared to offer doctors and other forms
of assistance.

But when the administration asked
for details of the disaster, Soviet di-
plomats have gone no further than the
scant information that has been car-
ried in the Soviet media.

For once, it was the Europeans who
were criticizing the Soviets more than
the Americans.

“The Soviet Union has an obliga-
tion and duty to the international
community to give the fullest possible
explanation of what happened and
why,” Britain’s foreign secretary, Sir
Geoffrey Howe, said at a West Euro-
pean ministers’ meeting in Italy.

The State Department offered only
a hint of criticism about Moscow’s un-

Fort Worth, 'l'en;‘_‘

responsiveness, mindful that s more
confrontational approach might make
the Kremlin even less inclined to
cooperate. :
Meanwhile, the administration was
in the dark about radiation levels in
Moscow, where about 250 U.S. diplo-
:;s,businesmenmdjowulktsn-
There was a nagging suspicion that
the Soviets were keeping the world in
the dark, a concern that was rein-
forced by a Dutch ham radio operater
who quoted an English-speaking Rus-
sian as saying from the disaster site:
“We heard heavy explosion-
s ... you can't imagine what’s hap-
pening here (with) all the death and
fire. Please tell the world to help

us.”

Lariats close gap

between

By Kurt Goff
Staff Writer

There are those who say fraternity
and independent men will never have
a common bond. At TCYU, that idea is
becoming a thing of the past.

An organization that calls itself “the
Lariats™ has arrived on campus to im-
prove relations between fraternities;
independents and the university.

Darrell Rogers, president of the
organization, said the purpose of the
society is to be a service group com-
prised of fraternity and independent
men.

He said there is also a strong emph-
asis on improving university-
community relations.

Rogers said the Lariats strive to up-

- standards while working toward a

common goal.

Ryan Hill, vice president of the
Lariats, said most of the groundwork
for getting the group underway began
last fall.

“A group of guys got together and
discussed the possibility of forming a
special organization for male under-
graduates,” he said. “Everyone was
very positive and enthusiastic.”

Despite all of the enthusiasm, the
group had to go through TCU's
approval system, and that took a little
time.

Joe Lamb, a Lariat charter mem-
ber, said even though it took a while,
it was all worth it.

“You have to work for the things
you believe in,” he said. “And this
takes patience and a lot of hard work.”

Because one of the main objectives
of the organization is community ser-
vice, Rogers said fund raising will play
an important part in the Lariat’s fo-

students

“All of the money we raise will be
donated to the children’s cancer wing
of Cook’s Children’s Hospital in Fort
Worth,” he said.

Another goal for the Lariats is to
improve relations between the uni-
versity and the community. Hill said
an important part of this is spreading
school spirit.

“We want to help make the TCU
student body become active and ex-
cited about campus life,” Hill said.

Lamb said the Lariats will do all it
can to be an important link between
students and TCU, as well as between
TCU and Fort Worth.

Group membership is open to
fraternity and independent men with
high leadership potential and a desire
to uphold social, moral and civic stan-

Grade point average is also taken
process. Lamb said the minimum re-
quired GPA is 2.25.

All prospective members must go
through a one semester observation
period. It is during this time that they
are required to demonstrate their
leadership skills, strong commitment

If, for any reason, someone doesn’t
‘meet Lariat standards during this
time, current Lariat members can ter-
minate his participation with a major-

Once the observation period is
over, those who are considered qual-
ified will be initiated into the society.

Lamb said there has never been an
organization like the Lariats at TCU.

Jeff Roemer, vice president of
TCU’s Interfraternity Council, said
the organization is a great idea.

“There has been a need for a group
like this for a long time. I think itisa
step in the right direction,” Roemer

Women stop jury,
then plead guilty

GALVESTON, Texas (AP} Two
women interrupted what was stacking
up to be a hung jury Thursday and
pleaded guilty in the fire deaths of
their seven children, officials said.

The two El Campo women—Jac-
queline Williams, 24, and Marsha
Taylor Owens, 30-were at a bar in a
nearby city when their unattended
children perished in a house fire Feb.
13.

Jurors had entered their second day
of deliberations Thursday and were
snagged 11-1 on whether to convict
the women on the injury-to-a-child
llwm‘ .

But shortly after noon, the tweo
women sbruptly changed their minds

cards advertising a Valentine’s Day
event.



















