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FL YING WITH COLJJAMES HALL OF FORT WORTH. 

Correspo :. enf. Watches as Wall of Fire 
fl sweeps R. ine Front Eals lnlo Reich 

BY' MORLEY CASSIDY. , 
1
ward." A moment later they ap-

North American Newspaper Alliau peared like specks in the eastern 
AT AN AMERICAN AIR B E sky, growing rapidly larger. 

r 

· IN BELGIUM, March 19 e- Colonel Hall was undismayed. 
~- layed).--From grapd stand sea in With a grin, he banked and dived 
s Mustangs and P-38 Light,ning · .:re- to 3,000 feet. In lj matter of sec-
- connaissance pilots today re onds, he had lost the Germans in 

watching ~one of the most aw in- the miles-wide bank of smoke 
spiring sights in all history....'.; · ey from the burning Rt1hr Valley. 
are watching a nation being en Then we are back across the 

• 1 by ~ire. Rhine. Below is a dead river-a 
Germany's borders are a e tarnished silver streak on which 

· 'along their whole length an re- black barges are tied beside 
ceding slowly and steadily. charred warehouses. Miles from 

I had ·a chance today to ,re the river', a factory building is 
• 1 this spectacle. Sitting piggy- ck blazing. 

y in a ''P-38 behind COL. JAllE G. Messages of Destruction. 
HALL OF FORT WORTH, . "Shelling is doing that " shouts 

· ,to~ of a reconnaissance flight_· Colonel Hall. "We are abl; to stand tales of knocklng down German 

~ 
'R 

ermg . three Army fronts-the:· on the west ·bank and shell all the planes or outwitting them in sky 
e I 1st and 3rd-I was able to se valley factories." chases. I p 
'. the first time· th~ ma~nit:1 As we swept back and fort_h, Lt. Floyd T. Dunmire of Pitts-
- ~he ho_ locau~t that is eatmg ·it seeking spots to make reconnai_s- burgh, knockeµ down a Messer-

1
, __ Al 

mto the Reich._ sartce photographs, the radio schmidt-262 one of the new, fast 'M 
, _ Sweeping back and forth a screeched continuously with mes- jet planes 'in an encounter early Ai 
!11 the Rhine at 300 miles an sages of more destruction. , this mont~ and previously scored 
( the flight took us over the "Got any more targets for me?" a kill on an ME-109. 
~ iength of the front from the asks one flig,ht leader. _ First Lt. John R. Corson of 
· to Goblenz and across the M "Yes," comes the reply . . "_We Birmingham, Mich., on a re(,ent 

in the area of the new bridg_ spotted 500 enemy velucfes. mission was jumped by eigl,1.t 109's. ,,. 
- there. And there is a simple "We're going after them," an- He managed to shoot one down alld M 
e to tell what we saw. swers the flight leader with a lilt escaped unharmed. % 

lif I Bird's Eye Picture. in his voice. And Lt. Lewis Benzon of Phila- ]! 
r- Take a map of Germany an And a few minutes later we delphia , got home with pictures @ 
s out the western line of the pr · ent see four Thunderbolts crossing ;in a few days ago after a swirling ? 
s fr~nt-south along the Rhin ,, to front of us. Everywhere groups chase from one cloud to another 
s Coblenz and then along the · fo: 1 of fig~ter-bombers and B-2?'s. are wit~ , a P!!Ck of four ·Foc~e-W~lfe 

selle. Then touch a match to he: on their way to and ~rom missions. 199 s, whi~h pounced on him with-
iel whole area of the Ruhr and . ch, We are m the bPi~gehead a!ea out war~mg. . 
is- it again at a dozen spots alon he, now and the countryside for miles The . pictures these ..,. reconnais-

0 edge of the Rhine and MoselJ As i~ ablaze with the flashes ~f _ar: sance_ pil?ts .are br!nging back are 
the paper flames and smmi] · rs bllery, the smoke from '1burnmg contributmg heavily to spread 

to~, you'll have a· bird's-eye_ picti,t' : of !armhouses and .s~oke shells land- these fires along ~~e curling fringes 
· what the -9th Air Force reco __ P _ ' · is- mg Germ_ an posib~ns. _- of the German Reich. -
d sauce pilots are seeing evezt • ay. . He,avy Ack:Ack. ,,, . 
e . Maybe the picture seelll$ an- We watch_ the_ fighter-bombers For Men Only 

ts t~stic? It is not. It is literallyf · 1a,t roar dow~ m dives on German . · 
10 _ the Rhineland looks like ,:. oi;n concentrations of _trucks,. which AUSTIN, Marqh 21 (A') . -:- The 
Le more than a mile in the ai a probably are bea~mg remforce- House s1:1spended rules. Wednesday 
d two-hour flight we never ;, ments to the_ bridgehead area. to pernut Representative J?een of 
II were out of ,sight of majo T_hey dro_p their bombs, 1,zoom and r1oydada to mtroduce a bin mak 

raging on the German side dive agam to strafe the German i~g unla~ful the. employment . o/, 
Rhine, some near the rive columns. . f,emales m_ estabhshm~nts sellmg<' 
some deep within the inner , W_e ~atch a :rv_Iesserschmid~-109 beer and hquor at retail. 

And Colonel Hall was a commg m for a dive on the bridge. 
. . Colonel Hall banks sharply to theB I • I G I POW 

-pomt out sp!lts m the area left. As .we look back, the eastern e gtum O e S 
Remagen bridgehead aud so sky is already pockmarked by hun- BRUSSELS M h 2 (If') - Th 
the Moselle where flames ha . _ _. , arc · e 

,. d - , t th R . h h ni. dreds of blac;k bursts of ack-ack. Belgian government Wednesday 
,,.. e:n eep_er m O e ei~ 0 Racing southward again, we roar obtained · from Allied authorities 
.ts smce his_ ~ast reconn~ussa~c= • er over C~blenz-another dead city per~ission _to use G~-:man prison-
a the area •. _ 1 De th Thr · of shattered walls-arid then turn ers m Belgian coal mmes. 
,· I_n t.s a oes. north over Bonn and ColQgne-
\J- • But fir.e,:i , are only par.t ~-~ ,he. more de.ad. cities, m~H;e fires,, m-0re 
1- picture. :mrs_e:"here there 1,s , an empty roads; empty, that is, to the 
ts equally si~mficaJ1t lack of fire~- unpracticed eye but not so empty 
a factocy c_hu:nneys. stark. a1;1d -smte- to the reconnaissance pilots and 
t- Less, bmldm~s m rums, strilets tpeir cameras which have the daily 

bare of traffic. The whole sctne job of penetrating the • Reich's 
e is unrelieved by a single toucl( 0£ secrets. 

,th normal life. It is hard to avoif a The job is one of constant hazard, 
r.I,' . chilly feeling of awe. · , for the Germans love to jump 
k- Here is truly a life-sized pic,re the planes which are loaded , with 

,ic- of a nation in its death throes. ... l).eavy camera equipment. 
n- . It is a picture which awes eve~ · But the fliers trained by Colonel 
n- the pilots to whom it is -a ·familiar Hall, a sportsman pilot who set 

of- scene. At one point, near B()nn, a transcontinental speed record 
hr- .Colonel Hall turns, poirrts north- in the "Crusader," his own racing 
· ward with a shake of bi's Mad. plane, in 1931, llave been turning 
or !Looking northward, we can see a out more than 1,500,000 photo­
,ed 50-mile sweep of the Rhine t,vist• graphs monthly. for the _use of 

ing and curling into the distahce. ground .force officers, showmg the 
And as far as we can s~e, a layer tactical problems ahead of them. 
of smoke, 20 miles wide, cof ers · Colonel Hall himself pioneered,. 
the valley, flowing with the river reconnaissance flying in this the­
like a vast S;Pring flood. , at_er with the first Americ~n 

But, ,,,perhaps, it is best to \tell fl~ght over Fra~ce; and he still 
the highlights along each Army flies ;regular missions, although 

,- frortt : he is the head of all reconnaissance 
ny Sky Darkens. 1 for the 9th Air Force, 
o_f As we approached the Rfilne And despite the fact that fight-
er north of Krefeld 011 the 9th .Npmy ing is not their mission, pilots 
ar front, the sky w;s darkened al\.ead of the 67th Reconnaissanc~ Group, 
th of us by mountains of black-Mown headed by Lt. CoL·. Richard :i:,eg­
or smoke rolling upward. we tere horn, from whose fl.eld Otlr fllght 

flying at 6,500 feet at the time1and began, has been able to tell many 
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WANTED 
In Egg-Breaking' Dept. 

Fort Worth Poultry 
and Egg Co, 

715 EAST NINTH ST. 

(:uticura quickly heips relieve exter• 
11,ally caused pimples, simple rashes 
-helps soften blackhead tips for easy 
removal, Buy at druggist11 today! •mru:11,. 

al-,the smoke billowed around 
ds :As we continued ea,stward ;over 
he the Ruhr Valley, here and there 

below us half a dozen conflagra-­
lie tions were i:aging in river dpcks 

a <1nd warehouses. The smoke w1,1s so 

Fa
nt thick that it served as a q,loud 

Lear}JA~b~E6 wAv ! . 
r.d cover. , 

aid · We had climbed above it when 
~ss the radio brought the .wQ,:.ds: 

," "Three ME-109's heading West-
., Lavonia 'Bel I ah's ·,, 

~ 




