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Local university
delays proposal to
tlghten admission

Assomated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — The Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington will
delay action on a proposal to tighten
admissions standards to study how it
will affect women and minority stu-
dents, said UTA president Ryan
Amacher.

The proposal, which originated in
the office of the vice president for
academic affairs before Amacher
became president in July, calls for
higher Scholastic Aptitude Test
scores from students not in the top 10
percent of their classes.

“We’ll put the proposal on hold,”
Amacher said. “It’s putting the cart
before the horse. We have to look at
what our mission is as far as any
recruiting goes, and this study is a bit
premature in terms of looking care-
fully at planning for five years.”

W.A. Baker, the university’s vice
president for academic affairs, said
complaints from faculty that students
were not adequately prepared
prompted him eight months ago to
ask a three-member committee to
investigate strengthening university
standards.

“It’s not our role to be an elitist
institution,” Baker said. “However

we should not admit people who
can’t make it here. I'm concerned
that we do a good job for the students
we do admit.”

If applied to UTA’s current enroll-
ment, the proposed admission stan-
dards would have prevented 21
percent of freshmen between 1987
and 1990 from entering the univer-
sity, according to the university’s
college research and evaluation
department.

Had they been in effect between
1987 and 1990, those denied
entrance would have included 220
blacks (or 58 percent of all black stu-
dents); 700 females (29 percent); and
103 Hispanics (29 percent), the
department said.

Under the proposal, freshmen who
graduated in the top 10 percent of
their high school classes would gain
automatic admission. Those finish-
ing in the top quarter would have to
score 800 or higher on the SAT, or 19
on the American College Test.

Those finishing in the second
quarter of their classes would have to
score 850 or higher on the SAT or 20
on the ACT. Those in the third quar-
ter w mmi have to post a 900 on the
SAT or 22 on the ACT

see UTA, page 2

Liars beware; psychologists may figure you out

By BETH AINE BOLLINGER
TCU Daily Skiff

Charles Bond, assistant professor
of psychology, traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. last August to give a pre-
sentation at the American
Psychological Association’s annual
meeting. He presented his research
results on how individuals perceive
lying in others.

Bond said that he has always been
interested in how people can be per-
suaded into believing someone or
not. He said he sees his research as a
way to find out more about what
motivates people in their judgements
of others.

“Every day people judge decep-

tion, and their judgements have con-
sequences,” Bond said. “Some mur-
der suspects are freed and others are

executed because of judgements of

the suspects’ credibility. Whether
these judgements are right or wrong,
they have important effects.”

According to Bond’s expectancy-
violation model, we all expect certain
behaviors of other people. Most peo-
ple expect someone else to look them
in the eye when they are speaking
with you. When a stranger violates
the expectations that we have for
their nonverbal behavior, we feel that
something is wrong. We then doubt
the validity of what the stranger is
telling us.

For his experiments, Bond made

tapes of individuals speaking while
they were holding a strange pose;
some people, for imstance, held one
arm in the air. The tapes were then
judged for validity by other students
who were shown a mix of normal
segments and stranger segments. The
judges were then asked to determine
who was telling the truth and who
was not.

Two years ago, Bond took a sab-
batical from the university and was
given a government grant to travel to
India and perform the same experi-
ments. He asked illiterate farm work-
ers to judge the same taped segments
that the university students were
shown. The people were then asked
to put their thumbs up or down in

Student from Sri Lanka
copes with American life

By MELISSA OLDHAM
TCU Daily Skiff

For freshman computer science
major A. Naveen Peirus, home is a
long, long way away.

While some students have travelled
from places like Oklahoma City,
Seattle, Chicago or New York City,
Peirus writes letters home to the coun-
try of Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is a large island nation
located off the southern coast of India.
Sri Lanka’s capital is Colombo. The
country was formerly called Ceylon.

Arriving for the first time in the
United States at Dallas-Fort ‘Worth
International Airport, Peirus was sur-
prised with the metropolitan atmo-
sphere of Fort Worth.

“I thought Texas would be a
deserted area,” he said. “I never
expected it to be so nice. The land is

Los Angeles riots
Columnist warns of a resur-
gence of race hatred.
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Professional boxing
Student prepares for the ring
to send his brother to college.
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so flat. You don’t see much flat land
in Sri Lanka.”

Peirus said he has found his profes-
sors and peers to be helpful in his
assimilation into American culture.

“It is true what they say about Tex-
ans; they are friendly,” he said. “In Sri
Lanka, we don’t say ‘hi’ when we
pass each other on the street.”

Peirus said the chief reason he
chose TCU is the computer- science
degree program.

Only master’s degrees are offered
in Sri Lanka so students seeking a
bachelor’s degree must leave the
country.

“I have a brother living in Australia
and could have gone there, but the
United States is more recognized,”
Peirus said. “If I go back home with
my degree, I can be assured of a job
but not necessarily if I got a degree
from Australia.”

He said one of his concerns about
living in the United States includes

Today’s weather will be
mostly sunny with a high of
95 degrees.

Friday will be sunny with
an afternoon high in the mid-
90s.

the growing AIDS epidemic.

“There are only 23 AIDS cases in
Sri Lanka,” he said. “I hear that here,
there are millions. I have a fear that
there could be so many.”

In addition, Peirus puzzles over the
increasing population of the elderly in
America and who will care for them.
According to tradition in Sri Lanka, as
well as many other countries, children
generally look after their parents
when they grow old.

“We are very family oriented,” he
said.

This family orientation could make
life far from home unbearable for
Peirus if it were not for a brother liv-
ing in Forth Worth.

“Every weekend I go to my
brother’s place and eat up on Sri
Lankan food,” Peirus said.

Peirus and his roommate Ty Benz,
a junior journalism major, seem to get
along despite cultural differences.

“I think it helps to have his brother
here, but his personality is a major
strength,” said Benz. “He gets along
really well with everybody. Nothing
seems to ruffle him. He’s seen a lot.”

One of only twenty Sri Lankans in
Fort Worth, and the only male Sri
Lankan at the university, Peirus meets
at Harlem Park every Sunday night to
socialize with his countrymen.

“We play sports like rugby, pre-cut,
and squash, which is similar to rac-
quetball,” he said. “It’s a time to get

~ together and get support.”

While Peirus not only has to worry
about academics and adjusting to life

see Student, page 2

response to whether they believed
the people or not.

The results for each group were
very close, Bond said. In both cases
the people who were posed strangely
were judged deceptive more often
than the people who were speaking
normally, he said.

Bond’s experiments imply that
people make judgements about
deception based upon nonverbal
cues, he said. There are no specific
stereotypical behaviors that can be
pointed out. He said his experiments
show that there is not any particular
set of behaviors that can be seen as
clues to whether a person is lying or
not.

Last year, a colleague of Bond’s

contacted him about being a member
of a symposium of psychologists
who have all done work related to lie
detection and perception. The psy-
chologists presented their research
and their results at the APA’s annual
meeting during August.

In the future more specialized lie
detector tests may be developed
which would involve many psychol-
ogists reviewing tapes hundreds of
times to detect whether someone is
lying or not, Bond said. Procedures
like this are still in their infancy, but
otherwise serve as a way of making
people aware of what they are doing
and what they are observing, he said.

For now, Bond said he plans on
continuing his research on how peo-

ple perceive lying.

Bond said he began his college
career interested in debate and think-
ing that he would want to become a
lawyer. While attending the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
he said he became more attracted to
the scientific side of psychology. He
went on to earn his bachelor’s degree
in psychology in 1975.

Bond went to Duke for his gradu-
ate degree in social psychology and
received his Ph.D. in 1980.

Before coming to TCU, he spent
five years teaching at Connecticut
College, a small liberal arts school
with about 1,800 students. He began

see Liars, page 2

By JAY WARREN
TCU Daily Skiff

The Office of Advancement has
met its Annual Fund goal of $2.9
million, a six percent increase from
last year.

The Annual Fund total is the
third highest amount inf the history
of the fund, said Malinda Peters,

_director of the Annual Fund. Peters
said they saw an eleven percent
increase in the number of donors
last year.

- The Annual Fund enables the

Advancement fund meets goal
despite problems with economy

university to fund programs like
the Writing Center, the Center for
Academic Services and financial
aid and scholarships.

The Advancement Office has set
next year’s goal at $3.3 million, a
13 percent increase.

Steve Winesett, associate direc-
tor of the Annual Fund, said that
much of an increase was excellent
given the current status of the econ-
omy.

“We were surprised to see it
increase that much because 1991-
1992 was a war year and the econ-

omy is in terrible shape,” Winesett
said. ‘

Winesett said the Annual Fund
has hovered right around $3 mil-
lion for the past ten years.

“Three million dollars isn’t as -
much money to work with in 1992
as it was in 1982 due to inflation,”
he said.

“Without the Annual Fund, we
would have to cut a lot of the fluff
programs on our campus,” Wine-
sett said. “The fund enables the

see Fund, page 5

Vice chancellor of Fiscal Affairs
to retire from university in May

By MELISSA OLDHAM
TCU Daily Skiff

After over twenty-five years of
service to TCU, Vice Chancellor for
Fiscal Affairs Leigh Secrest will
retire on May 31, 1993 at the end of
the fiscal year.

“As long as I can remember, I have
intended to retire at 65,” said Secrest.

As chief financial officer to the
university, Secrest oversees the day
to day financial operations of the uni-

versity as well as serving on the

board of trustees, and as secretary
and treasurer of the university.
Kirk Downy, dean of the M.J.

Neeley School of Business, said that
most importantly, Secrest has con-
tributed financial stability to TCU.

“TCU, over the last ten years, has
been a much more stable environ-
ment than other universities,” said
Downy. “It has a much more solid
financial plan, and that is in part due
to Dr. Secrest.”

Secrest came to TCU as dean of
the graduate school and as president
of a research program in the sixties.

“] feel it was satisfying and fulfill-
ing to participate in the doctoral edu-
cation at TCU in the early years,”
said Secrest.

Other positions held by Secrest at

TCU have included vice chancellor
of research and graduate studies,
work with Continental National
Bank, professor of management sci-
ence, as well as vice chancellor of
academic affairs on an interim basis.

“Many individuals are fortunate to
have one position,” Secrest said. “I
have had at least four separate
assignments at TCU, and every one
of them has been an opportunity to do
something important for the univer-
sity.” :

“He has undertaken every task that
has been asked of him by the univer-

see Retire, page 5



















