ForT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
MORNING EVENING SUNDAY

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Mareh 16, 1949,

AMON G.CARTER, PRESIDENT

Honorable ¥, Stuart Bymington
Seeretary for Air

Department of the Alr Force
Pentegon Pailding

g"hinﬁ“‘, b, €,

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Confirming cur telephone conversation
today and zy telegram to you of March &, the Fort
Worth Chamber of Commercs has plans under prepsr-
ation to accord special honors to Captgin Yames
6. Gallagher =nd hie erewmen of the
world 3B-50 bomber "lmcky Lady II" -— sud
of course, to the approwval of . Forrestal =nd
yoursaelf, .

This first non-s eircumnavigation
3% has eanght the snthusiasm of
peopla sveryvhdXe, \he well as our community, vhieh,
as you know, 21 N ey in highly airminded because
of closgeness to the Fighth Alr Force and the
Confair plant where the B-36 bowbars are being
bui

of the earth

Specifically, osur people would 1like
to have a dinner honoring Captain Gallagher and
thege boye, at the earliest convenient date which
can be set in conformity with your plans and those
of Mr, Forrestal.

Commemorative gold medals the size of
a silver dollar would be struck especially for
Captain OGullagher and his men, =g civilian recog-
nition for their seronsuticsl achievemsnt. Theae
nedals, to be made of li-karat gold, would bear
the lsgend as indicated on the card attached to
this letter,



Moreover, the City of Fort ¥Worth
would like to make theze round-the-world fliers
its honorary citizens for 1ife, as s mark of its
- estesn, A parchment seroll attesting to this,
as well as & neat card in a leather case, would
be presented to esach man,

It i# dnbended that the souvenir pro-
gram for this testimonial dimner would contain
photographe of the men and their plane snd of
those who directed their flight, as well as a
description of the unusuval miesion,

: Baturslly, we are most anxious that
if possible Mr. Forrestal, youreelf, General
Vaundenberg =nd General LeMay be hers -—= nr those
of you whose schedules permit -~ te join in thie
testimonial to Captain Gallagher and hig men in
the eity vhare their historiec flight began and
ended successfully,

Fart Vorth ie kesnly allv&
importance of the nationszl defense pr ~nd
to the great vork Seeretary foprestsl snd you
are doing., It is our ish in this in-
stancs %o make our loeal o vance in keeping

with the general aims und p ses of the Depart-

ment of hua@:t«.
Ve t vomindful that you have

many, rhant problems confronting you at thie
3 1 thiak you know we are thoroughly in
8 with any plaa that will strengthen the
national defense program.

We hope we were not presumpltuous,
but while we were attempting unsuccessfully last
week to reach you, certain phases of the plans
were initisted vhich were necessary if the gold
medals and other adjunets to such a program were
to be made ready in the near futurs.

With your permiesion, the Fert Yorth
Star-Telsgram alse would like to present to the
Alr Foree, for installation at Carswell ilr Bage,
a bronze plague mounted on a neat mariker of red
Texas granite wvhich would record the flight, its
time, date and the names of the erew memdbers,



«%a

Right now, the thing in vhich ve are
most interested is receiving the apprewal of My,
Forrestal :nd yourself, und your designation of
a date for, the Chamber of Commerce program here
;39 ;mraﬁ this firet vound-the-world non-stop

Aght,

Sincerely,
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