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IT’S “JIM FERGUSON” NOW.
Jim Ferguson is reported to be try-
ng to ‘diyest himself of the title of
xQ—“VQT r” by, .which he has been
opug'qr'y referred to 'ever since hef
nst héld that office.  He is reported |
Lo }Je particular on th¥s point now, i
vén a bit touchy: and in phone con-
ersations from the ~executive @ of-
fices it i3 now “Jim' Ferguson 'speal-
e whele beforp it was “Governor
erguson.’ 7
In ¢other words, Mr. . Rerguson is
rying to make it plain now that his
ife is the governor of Texas in fact
s well 'as in name and that '‘he is
erely ‘the wood and water carrier”’
e promised to be in the hot July and
ugust days when he was campaign.
ng the state for her election. Draw:-
ng this fine distinction is an effort
0/ counteract the charges that have
een. made that he, and mot his wife,
is the real gvernor.

We can see little importance to the
Statement. If his wife has been gov-
ernor only in name and he has per-
ormed all of the ~duties | for. her as
figs hHeen: cha'ged it is nothing more
than was to have been expected. Mrs.
Ferguson made it plain in her cam-
paign that she knew mnothing of the
duties of governor; that she wag not
versed in statecraft and that in such
matters 'she naturally would rely up-
on and be guided by her husband’s
advice. » ‘Former: United ' States 'Sen-
ator Bailey; ‘an enthusiastic support-
er’ of Mrs. Ferguson, was even more
frank than the ladyy /candidate her-
self. Challenged as  to why he, an
ardent opponent of woman suffrage.
was supporting a  woman candidate,
Senator Bailey' replied’ that:he was
not. He stated then that if he thought
Mrs, Ferguson would be governor in
fact, he would ‘mot be campaigning
tor ‘her. . Jim !'Ferguson, he ' said,
would ‘be the real  governor < and
everybody ought! to know it. And! in
Our opinion, most everythinking per-
son in /Texas did know it. Only those
outside the ' state harbored the delu-
sgion’ that Mrs,  Ferguson would be
governor in fact,

But the ‘question’ of whether Mrs
(Ferguson has been governor in name
only or whether J1m Ferguson has
been 'the real govemor—as has been
charged and exerybody expected him
to be-—is not the cause of the OpDOsi-
tion/ to the Ferguson administration
at thig tlme It’s not a question of
Vvho has heen governor; it’s a ques-
tion of what has been done; what has
happened. It’s not a question of per-
sonalities, | but ‘a question of official
conduct -in' the' branches of her ad:
ministration.

It’s ‘a 'question 'of whether  the
state’s highway fund has been han-
dled with | the same reckless idisre-
gard of business principles .and com-
monsense in every .case as ‘it was
shown to have been handled in the
case of the American Road company.

It’s' a question of whether road con-
tracts ‘were awarded on a basis of
personal or political friendship or on
the merit of the bids.

It’s a question of whether the state
highways have been maintained prop-
erly ‘and at a reasonable expense to
the state and a fair profit to the con-
tractors, or ‘whether these transac-
tions, too, have been characterized in
degree by the waste shown in the
others’ that have been aired in court.

In shert, it's 'a question  of what
have the taxpayers of Texas to show
for ' the 'approximately & $17,000,009
turned over. this year to the highway
commission for spending?

. These ' are facts the. public wants
and facts the public is clearly' en-
titled to have. And the refusal of the
Ferguson administration: to. give the
public these facts, through a thor-
ough and complete  investigation, is
the cause of ‘the opposition it is now
facing, ra_ther_ than any fancied and
sudden diécovery- upon. the part of
Texas that Jim 'Ferguson is the real
zovernor. |

* But, then, it should be recalled that
Ferguson administration resisted
e suit. of . the  ‘attorney general
agamst the Amemcan Road company
from the outset, even to the extent
employlng attomeys ‘to 'fight a suit
ich aimed to and did recover $600,-
’QQO for the state ——Fort Worth Sta;‘bF




