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By Rodney Furr
Staff Writer

Lt. Col. Roy A. Knight Jr. took off

vin his A1-E Sky Raider on an air sup-

port mission in Laos, Southeast Asia
May 19, 1967.

He never returned. His aircraft was
brought down by enemy ground fire.

Since then, he has been listed as
Missing in Action, as have over 2,400
of his fellow Americans.

Half-way around the world, in De-
TCU junior Gretchen

She had no way of ‘knowing about
Knight. had never heard of Vietnam
and was not really concérned about
anything.

Yet little did she know how much of
an impact the downing of Knight
would have on her life.

The red POW/MIA bracelet she

&wears today with Knight's name on it
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snnbohzes only part of her strong
commitment to the U.S. Air Force.

Thomas, a political science major,
is the present commander of Angel
Flight, a professional service orga-
nization affiliated with the Air Force
and Air Force ROTC.

She is also the daughter of a retired
chief master sergeant of the Air
Force.

In addition to her deep organiza-
tional-ievcl support for the Air Force,
Thomas is also personally involved
with the Air Force. She is dating

INSIDE

The Horned Frog baseball team
will face the number four ranked
Texas Longhorns in a three game
series a.tbr home tlu;f \:eekend See
Page 4 for details upcoming
g:riesandawrapupoﬂhisweeks
baseball action.

. Consumer advocate - Ralpﬁ Nader answers a repor-
X ter's questions at a news conference Wednesday.

Student honors MIAs

Knight's son, Bryan, a second lieute-
nant and a pilot candidate presently
training at Sheppard Air Force Base,
Texas.

Thomas came to TCU in fall 1983 on
an academic scholarship. She was ac-
tive only in band and wanted to be-
come involved in something else as
well.

“I liked band, but I wanted some-
thing else to do with my time. That is
when I £und out about Angel Flight,”
Thomas said.

She attended a rush party in De-
cember 1983 and pledged that same
semester.

At first, she said she was not sure
what to think of Angel Flight. But she
said being a military child helped her
get adjusted.

Since her initiation into the orga-
nization, she has held the positions of
public affairs officer and historian.

Running for commander was some-
thing she wanted to do for herself and
for the flight.

“I wanted to be commander to see if
I had what it took to be a leader, and
also to keep the momentum of the
flight going,” Thomas said.

Last December she was nominated
for and received that office.

Since then, it has been a lot of hard
work, but she said she has enjoyed it.

The professionalism of Angel Flight
is what appeals to Thomas the most,
she said.

During rush each semester, that

Government charged

FORT WORTH (AP)- Despite a
Pentagon directive that the govern-
ment not pay for non-military items
for defense comtractors, General
Dynamics charged the government
1980, acconding . publishedrepor

toa report

Wednesday. -

. The items charged to the govern-

ment for the 1980 renovation of the

com ‘s plant
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TCU Dally Skiff / Joe Williams
Nader addressed a variety of concerns during a
speech at Ed Landreth Auditorium.

element is what she stresses to pers-
pective pledges.

“I think Angel Flight is a wonderful
opportunity to meet exciting people
with exciting futures in the Air
Force,” she said. “I also enjoy serving
the community and the Air Force
while in a civilian role.”

As an Angel, she has gotten to
travel around the state and country for
Angel Flight, ROTC and Air Force
conventign

At the enid of this month, she will go
to Chicago for a national convention of
Angel Flight and Armold Air Society,
the cadet service organization of Air
Force ROTC.

She has met generals and colonels,
mayors and congressmen.

“There are so many things to do and
people to see in Angel Flight. I feel it
is a much better group than some so-
cial organization,” Thomas said.

Always a strong supporter for the
POW/MIA cause, she participated in
the 24-hour candlelight vigil spon-
sored by Arnold Air Society held on
campus last Veteran's Day.

“We (meaning Angels and Arnies)
stayed out at TCU's flagpole for 24
hours straight in November.

"It got real cold but we stuck with

” she said. “We wanted to make
smdents aware that there are still
Americans missing in Southeast
Asia.”

at defense contracting companies.

The equipment was among several
“questionable acquisitions” unco-
vered during a seven-month audit of
25 contractors, the accounting office
reported.

The investigatory arm of Congress
did not suggest that the General
Dynamics costs were exces-
sive but said that “since kitchen
equipment does not appear to be cri-
tical to the mission of the facility, it is
difﬁcuk to understand why such

ral Dynamics
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By W. Robert Padgett
Staff Writer

Ralph Nader has been labeled a lot
of things. A muckraker, a bleeding
heart liberal. A public defender.
Wednesday.. night, he added come-
dian to that list when he delivered a
comical, yet insightful condemnation
of big business and the nuclear in-
dustry.

Nader pulled no punches during
the nearly two-hour lecture. Dressed
in a drab blue and gray suit, the in-
different looking Nader began his
speech by narrating a synopsis of the
history of nuclear power in the United
States.

Gradually though, he injected
humor to back up his points until
nearly everyone in the half-filled Ed
Landreth Hall Auditorium laughed at
Nader's every quip.

Throughout his speech, Nader
cited wasted resources as one of the
main reasons uncompleted nuclear
power plants should not be finished.
He brought his message home to
Texas by lambasting the uncompleted
Comanche Peak nuclear facility, lo-
cated in Glen Rose, about 30 miles
southwest of Fort Worth.

“The question now is no longer who

Marcos may face

MANILA, Philippines (AP The
government imay file criminal charges
against ousted President Ferdinand
E. Marcos for allegedly looting mil-
lions of dollars from the nation’s cof-
fers, an official said Wednesday.

Also Wednesday, members of Mar-
cos’ former ruling party said they con-
sider “void and without force” the in-
terim constitution proclaimed Tues-
day by new President Corazon
Aquino.

The constitution abolishes the

“National Assembly, dominated by

members of Marcos’ New Society
Movement, and gives Aquino sole
law-making powers. Marcos’ labor
minister, Blas Ople, said Aquino was
setting up a dictatorship.

Several assemblymen who had sup-
ported Aquino also criticized the in-
terim constitution and said they
would meet next Monday to consider
possible responses.

Raul Daza, a member of the Com-
mission on Good Government that
was set up by Mrs. Aquino to track
down Marcos’ wealth, told a news

Nader lambastes nukes

is going to pay for completing these
plants. The real question is when will
these plants be shut down, even be-
fore they are completed,” Nader said
during a press conference prior to his
presentation.

“There are too many economic
advantages to having them shut
down. Theyll cost more if they're
allowed to open.”

Comanche Peak, Nader said, is a
prime example of overestimation of
capability and underestimation of cost
by the builders.

“At Comanche Peak, you have ev-
ery conceivable nuclear power deba-

“cle in one plant, and probably some

we don’t even know about,” Nader
said. “It's only seven years behind
schedule, 700 percent over budget,
and it’s already been responsible for a
10-year, 200 percent rise in local elec-
tric rates.”

Nader said one alternative would
be to convert the Comanche Peak
facility, and other uncompleted plants
around the country, to coal-burning
plants.

Nader criticized the nuclear indus-
try for providing the American public
with misinformation about the dan-
gers of nuclear energy. He said the
industry adopted an Orwellian lan-
guage to cope with inevitbale prob-
lems.

conference that filing charges against
the former president may be the only
way to recover the money. Much of it
is thought to be in Swiss banks.

Daza said, “You might see the com-
mission bring criminal charges against
Marcos” after commission Chairman
Jovito Salonga returns next week from
the United States. Salonga is follow-
ing up several lawsuits to recover
Marcos’ holdings there.

Daza said two other commission
members were in Switzerland and
Canada to investigate reported Mar-
cos holdings in those countries.
Switzerland on Tuesday took the un-
precedented step of freezing all assets
placed there by Marcos and his
family.

Neither Swiss nor Philippine offi-
cials have said how much money Mar-
cos is believed to have deposited in
Swiss banks. One commission official
said two weeks ago he had received a
report that Marcos deposited $800
million in one Swiss bank, but the
commission has not said if it verified
the report.

Swiss banking authorities have said
bank secrecy laws can be lifted in cri-

Fort Worth, Texas

“The nuclear industry and the
military have something in common—
they both gave us a whole new dic-
tionary,” Nader said. “An accident is
defined by the nuclear industry as an
incident. You know what the military
called the hammer when it spent hun-
dreds of dollars on one? A multi-
functional impact device.”

After about an hour, Nader shifted
his attack from the nuclear arena to
the auto industry. The automakers,
he said; had not considered safety un-
til consumer groups demanded it.

“The auto industry put stylish por-
nography over design integrity,”
Nader said.

Nader said more than 200.000 peo-
ple were killed between the early
1900s and the late 1960s because
steering wheels didn’t retract on im-
pact. The change to a retractable
steering wheel, Nader said, cost auto-
makers very little, but has saved many

* lives since its implementation.

Nader offered a humerous ecologic-
al metaphor to explain American poli-
tics.

“Democracy is like a tree, isn't it?
The roots and the trunk are the peo-
ple, and the politicians are the bran-
ches and the twigs,” he said. “And the
politicians sure aren’t going to go out
on a limb for you.”

charges

minal proceedings

Daza did not say what charges the
commission was considering against
Marcos. He said he and Salonga are
optimistic the government can prove
Marcos used illegal means to amass
his wealth, but he did not say how this
could be done.

The commission has estimated that
Marcos and his associates funnelled
85 billion to $10 billion from the coun-
try during his two decades in power.
Most is believed invested in real

estate or kept in bank accounts inthe |

United States, Switzerland and other
European countries.

The commission also has said it has
evidence Marcos kept some money in
Brazil, Canada and Caribbean na-
tions.

Meanwhile, the newly appointed
U.S. assistant secretary of state for
Asian affairs, Gaston Sigur, met with
Ople and other Philippine politicians.
The U.S. Embassy said Sigur was con-
sulting with various government and
religious leaders on ways to help the
Philippines resolve economic prob-
lems and a communist insurgency.

Senate opens doors to TV

By Bob Lilly
Staff Writer

Americans soon will know what
goes on behind the Senate’s closed
doors.

Television cameras will begin
coverage of Senate action from the
floor June 1.

The television broadcasts will be
allowed for a six-week trial period that
ends July 15. The Senate is sch=duled
to vote again july 29 io see if the
cameras stay or go. Many believe it is
likely they will stay.

Political science professor Eugene
Alpert, head of the Washington In-
ternship Program, said he believes
TV in the Senate is here to stay.

“Once you do something like this, it
is very hard to go back,” he said.

There have been mixed emotions
over the inception of TV into the Sen-
ate chambers.

Sen. ]J. Bennet Johnson, D-La.,
said “the messy, untidy spectacle has
no place on television.”

On the other hand, Minority Lead-
er Robert C. Byrd, D-W .Va.. said he
believes the Senate will have a better
product because of TV

“Better speeches.” he said. “This
institution has a way of correcting it-
self. Right now it’s in bad shape.”

Other proponents of the telecast
believe it will eventually streamline
the Senate, even though planned rule
changes for TV are minor.

Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, said
the Senate is decaying and is too
wrapped up in its ancient rules to look
to the future.

Many lawmakers, including
Stevens, believe TV may help push
the Senate into the 20th century.

There is speculation that Senate
Majority Leader Robert Dole, R-
Kan., as well as Sen. Gary Hart, D-
Colo., who appear headed toward

$100,000 for kitchen

tacked on a $1 million to $3 miilion
“add-on” fee before sending the bill to
the government.

That action, too, was approved by
the Air Force, the General Account-
ing Office said, even though Defense
Department regulations call for the
government to buy such items direct-
ly to prevent add-on charges. Those
chnrges include company profit and

Add-onsmaﬂowedonpmduction
contracts but are not supposed to be

‘used on government equipment

the accounting office said.
caomcwlm

that Guenll

auditors found equipment purchases
that were deemed improper or ques-

tionable.

Jahnigen said the cases involving
General Dynamics were “typical” of
problems found among other defense
contractors.

General Dynamics bought
$127,000 worth of kitchen equipment
between 1979 and 1980 as part of a
$645,000 renovation of the
:Steﬁa in Fort Worth, Jahnigen

Amongtheihemswrclnsedwua

r, manufactured by
&d(&b.m-ﬁd.
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1988 presidential nomination cam-
paigns, will use the TV time to woo
voters from the Senate floor

This could, in turn, step up debate
over such controversial issues as abor-
tion, school praver. and school bus-
ings, as well as budget cuts in educa-
tion, nutrition and mass transit.

The situation presents a two-edged
sword, because as Sen. Russell B.
Long, D-La.. warned, it could con-
front lawmakers with a choice be-
tween “ducking their duty or political
suicide.”

Television in politics, however, is
not a new idea.

The Cable-Satellite Public Affairs
Network began telecasts from the
House floor in 1979. CSPAN now
reaches 23 million households with
telecasts from the House.

Exactly what changes will occur be-
cause of TV in the Senate are only
speculation at this point, but two
things are inevitable-TV is coming,
and changes won't be far behind.

supplies

by General Dynamics can peel 30
pounds of potatoes in three minutes
and now costs $2,900. In 1979, the °
peeler would likely have cost about
half that amount, the company repmo
sentative said.

In addition to the peeler, General
Dynamics also bought two dis-
hwashers for $60, 000, afood cutter for.
$2,400 and two “dish tables" ﬁi’
$6,300, Jahnigen said. L













