
















Inc., was organized. I:ocal commft'­
tees to receive contributions were 
set up in many places composed of 
men and women in all walks of 
life. 

• Five hundred and seventy-five 
thousand men, women and children 
miJ,de voluntary contributions to the 
fund at that time which the Will 
Rogers Memorial commission will 
use in creating a lasting memorial 
to Will Rogers-a memorial intend­
ed to perpetuate something of his 
philosophy of life. Contributions to 
this fund averaged about 45 cents 
each and amounted to a total of 
$266,121. 

Representatives of the stage and 
screen, with which profession Will 
Roge1:s was especially identified, 
contributed a beautiful hospital in 
the Adirondack mountains, costing 
a million dollars, which is operated 
for the needy in that profession. It 
is the Will Rogers Memorial hos­
pital. 

The n'fotion picture industry, act­
ing through five major producing 
companies, and thousands of the­
aters have held a Will Rogers Me­
morial week each year, at which 
time theater patrons are permitted 
to make voluntary contributions for 
the maintenance of this hospital, 
and in some measure to aid handi­
capped children in institutions 
throughout the country. These an­
nual Will Rogers weeks in the the­
aters are of themselves an unusual 
memorial. 

Contributors in the theaters, 
after paying the small expense in­
cident to the memorial week; 
amounted to $382,951 in 1936: $357, · 
734 in 1937; and $389,792 in 1938i 
total of $1,130,477 in th_e three yea; 
Probably 10 million people ha 
contributed to this lund. The 
ture companies and lheaters re, 
none of it. The money is used 
I~ part for the opera;tiqn and 

of the Will Rogers M, 
al, and to create a 
,ure pi.a_inten/uI~ 

,ime in Texas 'when a cowbO' 
range. and Will's friends in 
contributed more than the 
ment to Texas. 

mmgl 
Texas 
allot-

One hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars each has been al­
located to Oklahoma and California, 
~ d $60,000 to Texas. These are not 
g:ifts to the universities, but trust 
(tmds to be administered in perpet­
- ity by the regents or trustees of 

e universities. $25,000 of the Okla­
oma allotment goes to the Murrow 
:idian Orphan Home at Muskogee 

meet the urgent needs of that 
,vorthy institution; $23,379 for use in 
connection with this memorial 
bi.lilding which we are today dedi­
cating. 
. The balance, as in the case of ufe 

California and Texas allotments, 
wm be used by the university in 
aiding handicapped boys and girls 
to get educations, or in helping stu­
dents who might wish to equip 
themselves for devoting their lives 
tq handicapped children. 
. The California allotment goes to 

the LOs Angeles branch of the Uni­
versity of California, which is but a 
stone's throw from Will Rogers' 
Clalifornia home, the present home 
qrl Betty Rogers and her children. 

Agreements with the universities 
'JI set out that the principal purpose 
to insure living memorials to Will 
gers in· perpetuity, through aid­
, handicapped children. 

The committee: recognized that if 
.e money were divided among the 
ny worthy institutions caring for 

ndieapped children, no one insti-
1tion would get a sufficient sum to 

any practical benefit. Further-
,re, that if such distribution wei;e 
de 'that would be the end of it, 
I there w~uld be no lasting me­
dal to Will Rogers. 

1e committee had as an example 
fact that no accomplishment in 
life of ~ .ll Rhodes has made 
so il:mn~I in the public mind 

he ~pg ~.. , by him. 
ill .. :a,· alike 

Mrs. Rogers' Happiness Sets Tempo 
for Claremore's 'Biggest Day of All' 

By MARY KIMBROUG~ FOLKS AROUND HERE LOVED 
Will Rogers as a friend , but they 
didn't know they would be able to 
help dedicate a monument to him a.s 
one of America's greatest men. 

Of The Tribune Staff 
CLAREMORE, Nov. 4.-Laughing and chatting gaily 

with friends from two continents, Mrs. Betty Blake Rogers•' 
today opened the way for Claremore to dedicate the Will 
Rogers Memorial as it had hoped to do-with happiness, in­
stead of sorrow. 

Peering through a window before 
the museum was officially opened 
was C. H. Rogers, Owasso ranch­
man. 

This little Oklahoma town has 
been in doubt whether to laugh or 
cry on this the biggest day in its 
history. But the thousanp,s of peo­
ple thronging the streets know that 
Will would have wanted them to 
laugh and they are taking their cue 
from his gracious, pretty widow. 

Mrs. Rogers spent Thursday night 
at the hotel named for her husband 
and this morning rode with Gov­
ernor Marland to the depot to meet 
Jesse Jones, the publisher and fi­
nancier who makes the dedicatory 
address. Waiting for the train she 
talked with friends and autographed 
many books. 

Later, she drove to the memorial 
museum with Governor Marland 
and Jones, and met the rest of her 
family there for a preview of the 
bronze statue of Will Rogers. 

Both she and Mary appeared 
greatly pleased with the likeness. 

"The museum is marvelous," the 
humori,'lt's widow remarked. "It is 
beyond my expectations." 

Mrs. Rogers was really con­
sulting architect on the big museum. 
for she knew better than anyone 
else what her husband would have 
liked. Members of the memorial 
commissiQil made several visits to 
Mrs. · Rogers' home before . complet­

final p~ns for the stone build-

"I guess I knew Will Rogers when 
LATE IN THE MORNING, M~S- he entered his first roping contest, 

Rogers returned to the hotel suite July 4, 1893, in Pryor," c. H. Rogers 
of Governor and Mrs. Marland said. "I guess we're distant kin, but 
where she received Jo Davidson we're pretty far apart. HE\ was just 

h . · P . f th d d. ' a good, old cowboy." 
w o came lrom ans or e e 1- Will hoped to build a home on 
cation of the museum and of the the hill where tne memorial now 
bronze statue which he executed. stands, his boyhood friend, W. E. 

Davidson laughed as he told her Supday, Claremore, real: estate man, 

that he had been able to obtain sa~t brought Will up here in a bug­
only an upper berth in . the train gy 25 years ago, and bought the 
and that he had to pull himself mto land for him," Sunday said. "I told 
it by his whiskers. Davidson, with him then he would never live here, 
French courtesy, greeted Mrs. Mar- but he wanted to build his home 
land with a kiss on each cheek. right here where he could look out 

Mrs. Rogers was talking with Joe and see so many miles around." 
Crosson, famed "Mercy Flier," when 'f ,,_ 'f 
someone said the parade was com- SUNDAY'S FATHER, ED, 84, 
ing down the street. probably is the oldest rancher 

"Oh, I want to see the parade," around here who ever worked with 
she said as she ran toward the win- Will Rogers. 
dow. "Will was just an average boy, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Rogers re- but he was a good boy," W. E. Sun­
mained at the hotel Thursday night day said. Sunday, a Cherokee Ill­
but Mary went with "Aunt Sallie" dian, participated in the Masonic 
Mcspadden to her home in Chelsea. ceremonies to • lay the cornerstone 
The family stayed,in the caretaker's of the museum today. .. 
cottage on the museum grounds "Will Rogers was just as hwn~le 
most of the morning. when he was a movie star as-,•he 

Mary wore a sinlple navy blue must ~ve ~n a$. a . Y-l 
dress, and a mink: _coat. • $he seldom. -boy," o,•-!A>~.la,-, ;L,cilr, · · · 
wears a hat. Jiminie'I\ ~ . r.e a .ney and" .fC?rm. ·a·n··.Y 
light blue wool it.nd ,ray ·drps; .a ,next,,(loo~·~ rtelgp~-. 
smarkivy-blua'· bat; .~d .f fflth ·~~\·mi~~ .• 
11'81 inpr- ppe<i~J~ :,'~.,;~• 



Autogrqp Hunters Busy . . . . 

1 -Tribune Sta!! Photo AUTOGRAPH HUNTERS keep Governor Marland and Mrs. Will Rogers busy as they wait in the governor's car for the arrival 
of other guests for the dedicatory ceremonies early today. 

-Tribune Starr Photo THE WILL ROGERS-The Frisco railroad's crack passenger train-besides bringing Jesse Jones, principal speaker at Cla remore, was brilliantly decorated. for its trip on the 59th an·niversary of 
Roger5' birth. 

-Tribune Start Photo IN THE CHILL WIND the leading Masons of Oklahoma today 
refused automobiles and walked the more than a mile from the 
Masonic Tempie in Claremore to the memorial where they laid the 
cornerstone with full Masonic rites. 

Claremore Has Its Biggest 
Night Since Sons Went to War 

CLAREMORE, Nov. 4.-Not since the Rogers county boys went off to war in 1918, has there been such a night in Claremore as Thursday night. 
With five national guard com-r------------­

panies, three guard bands, and hotel coffee shop, and then went to cadets from Oklahoma Military the Frisco depot to meet the Academy parading through streets "Meteor," bringing Mr. and Mrs. lined with at least 2,000 townspeo- Oscar Lawler, clos1; friends, on the pie, it was ·a perfect bedlam of noise. last leg of their trip from Los An-The townspeople were downtown geles. for a rehearsal of the pageant "Be- Governor Marland and a party of n6ath Oklahoma Skies." held in the friends sat at an adjoining table in arinoi'y becaUBe of a driving rain. the coffee shop, and talked anci It was. to have been a full dress smoked until 10 p. m. ,rehearsal , beneath brilliant kleg Major Gordon J. Lillie, Okla­!,Jllhts set up by- ~· half dozen news honur's Pawnee Bill, looking very 
~ companies. · --. . · - tired after the rehearsal, _sat on a ctor J!rpnls .Beb!:l; -however,_ de- bench near the hotel elevator talking tll&t a.· full <dk'ea. ·. r._ eheafAlll to 1w; ran~. foremim_. MexlCan Joe; .Q!Ule.~ ~ -no_ f$1Dl~. -~:.W.t, f~ ~ng the celeb---m.,...e. .. ·· ·· · · :f(l .1_ onir 




