
Mrs Burton Car t er 

737 Park Avenue 

New York, 

New York 

Dear Mrs Carter ; 

27 J anuary 1 945 

Wa r d 1 

Oli ver Gen . Hosp . 

Augus t a , Georgia 

Thank you so much for your kfund letter of t his 

mo r ni ng . I am sorry t ha t you got my letter i n such an 

i ndirect manner. I mailed it to over 300 f amilies and 

your address in Fort Vlor th was inc l uded . I only put 

t he pr ecauti onary measur es at t he end of tha t le t t e r b e­

cause it wen t into so many di f fe r en t typ es of homes , I 

was afr a id tha t too much mi ght go b ack to the camp over 

t her e and per ha· s cause troubl e . But Amon and the boys 

i n sisted that I wri te t ha t l e t ter and I felt my duty to 

t hem and to the i r f ami l ies came firs t. 

I too knew Larr y All en , and my let ter i s no t meant 

to refu te hi s a rti cl e in the Co smopoli t i an but rather t o 

suppl emen t tha t same article . I f elt t ha t even in the 

d eep purp l e drabness of the camp t her e was some sunshine 

in the games and dr ama tics e tc ••. I t ri ed to al l evi a t e 

it somewha t. Larry ' s ar ticle showed t h - dark side only 

and al t hough it i s t he tru t h, it seemed to me t hat it 

woul d be use l e ss to hur t where one could not help . 

I f I am wr6ng I am sorry . But if you coul d see some of 

the l e tt er s I got in respon se you woul d b e tter -understand. 

From each of t hese mor e t han 300 l etters I h 1ve 

r eceived ans wers and more questions and I have no t f a iled 

t o answer a one of t hem to t he best of my abi l ity ••• and 
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a lthough i t ha s i nt erfered my arti c l e wr i t i ng ••• i n f a ct 

s t ~pped my work ••• I f e el t hat I mi ght have hel ped i n a 

b e tt er way t han if I had turned out sever a l article s . 

I ha ve only sold on e s tory t o t he New York Sun on Dec . 

23 . It was a stor y of Chri s t ma s behind b arbed wi re . 

You mi gh t care t o look i t up i f you can fi nd the t ime . 

I ha ve a l ready wr it ten t o Mr Ca rter and I shall 

a lso ac ce9 t your s econd request tha t only I k now ·vha t 

you wr ote ••• and I hope ••• write? I ' d l i ke to hear fr om 

you a s soon a s you know some t hing . My home comi ng ha s 

given me small j oy •.• and i t i s no t b ecause I ' ve been i n 

t he hosp i t al a l l the whil e ••. bu t ra t her b ee us e I can ' t 

ea t t hes e foo ds ••. feel t his 1va r mt h etc withou t maki n g 

t he con tras t be t ween ove r t her e and her e . I f eel a l mos t 

guilty bei ng her e when t h y so much more deser ve it t han 

I . My one consu l a t ion i s t ha t I fee l sure tha t t hey 

wi l l be home befo r e I am ou t of her e . I DO believe that . 

I do not fe el compe t an t to . u t my beli ef s b efor e 

t hose of Colone l Drake ' s or La r r y Al l en ' s but I f eel t ha t 

t he camp coul d ha ve been moved to Au s tri a . 

coul d b e he l d saf el y until it i s all over . 

t hi s r egion wi l l pr obably b e t he l a st of 

There t he men 

And I b el i eve 

u rope to b e come 

en t ang l ed . I r epea t ••. thi s i s my own opi ni on and hopes 

and i t i s ba sed en tir l y on my own t hough ts . 

I appr eci a t e t he fr enzy of worr y you are unde r no w. 

And I r eali ze a l so ho I f u t ile wor ds ar e in the ef fo r t 

t o cheer someone up who ha s rea son f or grief . I can onl y 

a sk you to refl ec t on those women , Mo thers , daugh t ers , 

wives an d swe e t hea r t s , who do not wait any lon r .•• becau s e 



- 3 -

t hey know no w t ha t they wait for someon e who will never 

appea r . 

Your cro ss i s ha r d t o bear . But you mu s t boost 

your streng t h an courage wi t h t he f a ith t hat God i s b eing 

gener ous in spite of it all . Your boy i s sti l l a live 

and I know he i s cheerful and b i ng brave whe r ever he is . 
/ . 

You have a beautiful daugh t er t o help you wait unt i l t ha t 

Gr ea t day come s . Pl eas e f ee l t hat a l tho ' your lot i s 

har d •• it mi ght b e so much worse and f rom t his ••. t r y t o 

gain some -- s t ren t h . 

I sound li ke a prea che r I know. But f a r f rom it 

I r eckon I am ab ou t t he f arther es t f rom t hi s on e can ge t . 

I want to do Newsnaper wc rk ••• not pr a ch ••• bu t i t i s 

NOT goi ng t o ever slip my mi nd t hat when I wan ted and 

ne eded someone t he mos t ••• I f ound GOD there . I di dn ,' t 

know mu ch about Him ••• and I di dn ' t car e ••• but I l ear ned 

s ome t hing over ther . 

too •.• or perhaps you do . 

I wi sh I coul d make you see it 

But I kno now tha t H1 i s 

wi th Amon and the rest of the boy s t oday j ust a s surely a s 

He i s i n the Li tt k. Church Around t he Corner . 

Youa sked wher e I was taken et ~. I n Af rica a t 

Fa i d Pass near ·vhere t hey ot Amon . I was t aken on 

Feb . 1 4 , 1943 and I was with A.ma n from Feb 17 44 un ti 1 

J uihy 26 . The i n t e r m was in ho spita l s in Au s t ri a , 

Czechsolovaki a , Silesi a and Germany . I have a r a t her 

b ad l eg du e mainl~ to neg l ec t by I t al i an Doc to rs •• but I 

am al l r i ght and gra t efu l t ha t a l l i s as well as it i~. 
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Forgive the length of this letter . But you 

let ter wa s so n ic e it cal l s for ad cent answer •• . and t o 

me .•. tha t means saying ~11 I can think of that you migh t 

be inter es t .d i n . 

I appreci a t e your offer to send me some swee ts 

or some t hi ng . Bu t I r eally don't need a thing . I 

c annot eat candi es ri ht now ••• a ccordi ng t o the Doc t or •.. 

I thought I could ••• but r eal l y I on ' t need a t hing in 

the vrnrld . I am home , and a l mos t well , I have my 

ife comi ng in every day t o see me ••. and I real ly don ' t 

t h i nm a man could a sk for mor e . Exc ep t one thi n g . 

And tha t is tha t h i s fri en s mi ht be as happy 

as he i s . I ' m sorry ab out your separ at ion . I 

c an only hope that it is temporary . You have so much 

surely thi s one ot e r thing ••• happ i ness is not goi ng 

t o elude you? I have se n your pic tures and I think 

you a r e a very lov l y person to look a t and now that I have 

a let ter from you I 1m sure you a re as lovely a s you look . 

I do hoe t hat before t he magnitude of common anxi e t y and 

sorr ow, your t roub l es will f ade i nto a be tt r understanding . 

1 1 11 keep beli eving this at any r a te . 


