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~T MEAN A NEW POLICY 

An As·sociated Press dispatch fro-O;, , 
Austin , dealing with the ' first meetjng ·I 
of the Highway Commission f!ince t,he 

' -~'. ~*-: 
resignation., of Ohairtnan Lanham. ·and 

ment. 
Botll 

r B1 kett ;rnd "' tlfo a:ri - ,, 
f u1'ir s1,1ccessor,s, ~akes ' 

men_tio _ of •tl;i.e ___ abse~'.Je of_-_· 
r Ji m F11;irguson and of 

an 'activity of R. / , 
ineer of th<;1 dE)part~· 

quite a 
these •.3tatements may nave 

bit of significance . .' For one 
thing, • that in reference to Mr. Fer­
guson may mean a,r.i entire departm·f 
from former policy so far as he and 
tl;le Highway Commission are c6?­
cerned, for it will be recalled _ that­
:prior to the suit against the American 
Road company and the startling l'eve­
lations that came out in that trial, 
Mr. Ferguson attended practically ap .. 
sessions of the Commission and ad­
vised wi_th it,:; members, for the ·I>uv;, 
vose as he explained it, pf "pi·qfoct-

, '' ' - . .,,:(. 
ing his wife's adnli'ri:stration,,, iand bf ' 

i,nsu:ring an e~q11q111te<j,l . o.pe'ra.tfou of 
the depart~-rient. ';-c Perhapl!, M r . Fe1·-. _ 

g~son intend~ .now, to_ le~ ~!1e ~0u:i";}i'!;i/ 
,sw~aJ.lw ~ft~!+~~ "'d(,) • . 
J;a'.1-tmen withou,t · t e ,~)ent0if ,flfs 
a".'dvi.ce. Qr, what ,is pe,;hll-t»< mere togl­

i.,....1-ta, .u~· -- i.t,n.a,tion, the t~.I!.~- Com: 
mk•3loners lkceptcd appp ,utme•nit only 
on cohditi p_ • that they be allowed 
freedom of action and the right to 
handle highway affairs as their own 
judgment and experience dictated. 

This' latter conclusion, too, seems 
borne out somewhat in the reference 

.madE;J to Mr. Hanks. The State high. 
:way. law makes of the chief engineer 
'' tl;e ~xecutive officers ·of the depart­
., mE;,llfL He ,, is the man responsible for 
,the ·_organfzation of the department; 
for its supervision aQ.d for the execu­
tion of the policies formulated by the 

. board. His i•.:; supposed .be the expert 
'' engin'eering aovice on which the Com­
. missioners are expected to rely for 
their guidance. On his 13houlders are 
supposed to rest the major responsi-

,. bilities for · the proper execution of 
highway contracts, the proper func-

1 tioning of the qepa1'trnental orgar.i'.za-
. tion, the supervisio•n of maintenance, i 
etc. By law, he was made the real op­
efating head of the Highway Depart­
ment. But recent events have shown 
that Mr. Hank-.:; as chief engineer was 
shorn of a great deal of 

f~'.J"IP f ili\lf J:txf~Jal• 
jui; ~:«!- ~e dispatch, which I ]• 

ttcutar mention _ of his pr.es- , 
the . active . part he took in 

lisions of th~ first meeting, · 
to the raot ttiat formerly be 

rarel~ attended a session or was rare-
ly cii.lled in for advice. 

AU 0/. which may mean that a new 
day has dawned for the High~ay De­
partment of Texa•.3. It may mean tha 
the new ComhliesioneJls intem to o 
erate the ~h~y Department 

sb.puld operate . it· 


