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S IT-MEAN A NEW POLICY

| An Associated Press dispatch from
| Austin, dealing with the first meeting;
of the Highway Commission since the
Tesignation, of Chairman Lanham and{
Commissioffer = Burkett and the ap-
1)0111(“’16;;’5‘ £ thelq%Zsuccessors makes |
pmtlcu&ar nenhongof the abserice of
tormet/Aolernor J m Ferguson and of:
the presefce ?an ‘activity ‘of R. J.!
Hanks, chief &r ineer of the depart-f|
ment:

Both df these statements may have
quite albit of significance. For one
thing,  that in reference to Mr. Fer-
guson may mean ant entire departure
from former policy so far as he and
the Highway Commission are con- |
cerned, fer it will be recalled that
prior to the suit against the American
Road Company and the startling reve-
lations that came out in that trial.
Mr. Ferguson attended practically all.
sessions of the Commission and ad-
vised with its members, for fthe pur-
pose, as he explained it, of “protect-
| ing  his wite’s admirtstration and of|
insuring an econonur*al operation of |
‘the department. » Perhayps, My Fer-
suson intends now to let the Commiss

on: condmn that they be allowed
freedom of action and the right to
handle h1ghway affairs as their own
Jl_ldgment and experience dictated.
This latter conclusion, too, seems
borne out somewhat in the reference |
lm,ade to Mr. Hanks. The State high-
‘way law makes of the chief engineer
.the executive officers of the depart-
. menit. He is the man responsible for
the mgamzatmn of the department;
for its supervision and for the execu-
| tion of the policies formulated by the
board. His i supposed he the expert
gineering advice on which the Comi-
missioners are expected to rely for
heir guidance. On his shoulders are
upposed to rest the major responsi-
lities for ' the proper execution of
| Mghway contracts, the proper func-
.tloning of the departmental orsariza-
mn, the supervision of maintenance,
ete. By law, he was made the real op-
‘erating head of the Highway Depart-'
‘men,t But recent events have shown
‘that Mr. Hanks ag chief engineer was
shorn of a great deal of th:s author-




