
Knoxville, Noon, June 4. lti S" 

, Dear Prof: 
Your wire of June 3 and Air Mail letter received. 

INTERIM EXPLANATION: 

You know about the original Harriman and Wheat trip. To 
bring you up to date I shall give you some of the later develop- . 
ments. 

Vhile a t Harriman something was sa id about running down to 
Chattanooga t hat afternoon after the meteorite, but as it was then get­
ting late and Huff had t o get back to Knoxville to meet hi s wife when 
she got off f rom work we decided against the 160-odd mile trip down 
there and back t ha t day. However, Decoration Day being a holiday, I 
had t ime on my hands and as I ha d no t heard f rom Harriman f urther I 
thought I might do something to speed up the deal. I called Davis at 
Harriman. He said he had written the man at Chattanooga but ha d received 
no reply, so I suggested tha t I coul d run down to Chattanooga after 
i t i f he cou l d ge t all the partners together and have them ready whe n 
I got back up to Harriman. He seemed pl ease d with t he i dea and gave me 
the name of the man in Chattanooga I was t o see. I got an app ointment 
with thi s man by phone f or 2 . 30 pm that afternoon, rounded up a man 
to take me dO \'V11 there and we hie-ta iled tu for Ross Landing (localism 
f or Chattanooga). I had hop ed to make a try a t the Wetmore prospect 
on the way down or back, but as you will see we did not get to it. 

We just barely made the ap pointment i n Chattanooga . I 
introduced myself and sta ted my business. The man, Mr. John Parks 
with the City Board of Educasion, was coutteous, but did not waste 
much time in tmrowing cold i- ✓ater all over me. He looke d me s quarely in 
the eye and s wore he would be damned i f he knew anything about the 
meteorite or even knew the men I men tioned in Harriman. I though, 
of course, t hat he was simply sta l l ing until I i dentified myself. 
I of f er ed to do this through Knoxville, or t hr ough any one of se veral 
fel l ows I know i n Chat tanooga, or to s imply ge t i n touch with t he 
ttarriman bunch. He wa s s til l polite but ins isted that he didn't know 
s.nything about the matter a t all. I d ,:: scribed carefully wha t it was 
I was af ter , thinking maybe the f ellow was just i gnorant. But he said 
he knew w~at me teorite~ were but. that he had never seen this c:me, .did­
n't havei~nd kne w nothing about it whatsoever. There was nothing 1or 
me t o do but retreat as honorably and diplomatically as possible--
I would much have pre f e r red punching the old --- ----- in the 
nose, f or he was a liar, if t here ever was one. I hot- f ooted ot t o the 
nearest telegraph of fice and s ent Davis t he following wire: 

PARKS FORMERLY IN ARCAD8 BUILDING CLAIMS HE KNO WS NOTHING OF 
l, ETEORITE AND DOEBBT EVEN KNOW YOU PLEASE ADVISE WESTERN UNION COLL E'CT 
WHAT TO DO. 

That was at 3.00 pm. We waited in Chattanooga until 6.16 pm 
for a reply and never received. As we had a 116 mile dttve ahead of us 
and I had to go to work next morning early we had to leave, albeit with 
reluctance. I le f t word to have the reply, i f any, for warde d to me at 
Knoxville. I received it the next morning about 10 am. It was apparent­
ly held over in Chattanooga and I am mak ing inquiries about the d~lay. 
Anyway, the reply rea d: 

HAVE PARKS TAKE YOU TO E L KENYON WHO HAS METEORITE 



Which, of course, didn' t do me much good a t t hat late 
date. I got off a special delivery to Davis, which rea ched mim Sat. 
morning, giving a little more detail about the Chattanooga meeting, 
a sking him to bring the meteorite on over when he got it back and 
re questing an airtight written proof of ownership. (I forgot to men­
tion one o f the main points of the conversation with Parka. He ad­
mitted that he DID have some leaseson minerKS.l rights in ROANE 
County-- where Harriman is located, but I could not f ind out whether 
these leases might involve the meteorite. At any rate, that was 
why I resolved that I would not close any deal with the fellows un­
til they could show proof of ovmership). 

Well, Saturday afternoon I received a phone call. Back to 
Harriman for a little explanation: The first man I sa w in Harriman 
to whom Gallaher sent me, was a Dr. Cross, who has a son, a baby 
specialist here in Knoxville. Dr. Cross, Sr., took no part in the 
proceedings except to round up the partners for me and I ha d thought 
little more about him. The phone call Saturday a fternoon was from 
Dr. Cross, Jr., here in Knoxville. He said hes father had asked him 
to come over and talk some business with me. I invited him up. 
He disclaimed any knowledge of what the thing was all about and 
said his father had simply told him to tell me that they had had 
an offer of $150.00 :.mx on the deal I had been over there about. I 
really think this call was merely to check up on me to see if I 
was who and what I claimed to be. I told him to tell his father to 
tell the boys to see me before they sold. He sort of wanted me to 
commit myself about the price but I told him as I had told the 
rest of the bunch that I would not makea definite off er until I s aw 
it, that I merely mentioned the ~la lb. a s an approximation and 
basis for negotiations, for they ALL TOLD ME OVER THERE THAT THEY 
HAD Hlill NO OFFER ON ITt and that I would pay a fair market price for 
it in any case. He sai d he would get a letter off to his father 
that af ternoon and 

there the matter rests. 

I am some what disappointed in the way it has turned out 
and I feel like that you or someone else could have pulled this off 
in much b etter f ashion. In trying to strike while the iron was hot, 
according to your instructions, I am afraid I have appeared too an­
xious and raised the ante. I still do not beleive that they have had 
any offer on it. I sstill have hopes of getting it for $100 or less 
and beleive t h it they will bring it over as soon as they can get it 
back, unle s s THERE IS MORE THEN Tu!EETBS THE EYE and they are about to 
get beaten out of it themselves. Parks is still a question mark to 
me. If I do not hear from them this week , I will write my old friend 
Jones a t Chattanooga, and beleive if there is any local lowdown t hat 
he knows about he will tell me. I will fmllow instruc tions a s per 
a ir mail letter and let you know i mmediat ely I do anything. 

Regards to your family, Bob and yourself. 

Vega. 

V. 


